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<< The RIGHT REVEREND 






^ 



W I K L I A M, 

Lord Bishop of 

GLOUCESTTER. 



M¥ LoRD^V 

^^^^ 0'have let ' the pen lleep, 
ft^w^ after your Lordihip had 
protiOunced me able to fcrve 
the caufe of our Divine Mafter,- 
would have been an a<£t of defer- 
tion. Before, I entered the lifts 
only as a voluntier, and poffibly, . 

A 2 like 



like moft other voluntiers, I nei- 
ther did much good nor much 
harm. But when you, my Lord^ 
who have given fuch proofs 
of your Generalfhip, recom- 
mended me to the field, I could 
no longer flay behind, nor, like 
other- military Ghaplaips, du- 
ring the heat of the battle, keep 
my ftation among the bag- 
gage. 

But your Lordfhip has been 
fo fuccefsful in your fpiritual 
tirarfare, that you have left little 
for me to do. You have de- 
fended religion with . equal 
liappinefs from the uncandid 

attacks 
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attacks of her enemies, and the 
jniftaken kindnefs of herftiends. 
You have put the Wolf- to 
death, and the Nurfe to — ^No^ 
not to filence^ my Lord ; for in 
that cafe fhe muft have been 
pjit to death firft at l^aff. 

t 

But what will your Lordfhip 
fay to my forces? my forces I 
that confift of one bare-headed 
Father,- and one defencelef$ 
Nun I ' 

Do you aik, why Ihave em-r 
ployed Popifli advocates in the, 
caule? I anfwer, that the cir- 
cumftances of the parties were 

A3 favou- 
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favourable to my defign, and 
that Theodosius and Constan- 
TiA write not in defence of any 
particular fe6l, but in the be- 
half of Chriftianity. This will 
fatisfyyour Lordlhip. 

But party zeal, and politica! 
^gacity, perhaps may not ac- 
quiefce in fiich an anlwer : I 
hope, however, I fhall be ac- 
quitted of any intention to re- 
commend popery, or arbitrary 
power; and, then, peace be to 
party-zeal, and political faga- 
city ! 

In truth, to ferve the caufe of 
rational religion, was my only 

aim 
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aim through the whole of this 
performance ; in which I wifli 
to approve myfel^ my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's 

moft obedient 

humble fervant^. 



To^n Laiiighome< 
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TH E: flory of Theodofms and Gon- 
ftantia is -thus related by the Spc6ta- 
tor, No; 164. 

Conftantia was a. woman of extraordina- 
ry wit and bjBaiKy, but very unhappy in a 
father, who having arrfved at great riches, 
by his own induftry, took delight in no* 
thing but his moneys 

Theodofius was the younger fon of a de» 
cayed family ; of great parts and learning,, 
impiroved by^ a genteel and virtuous educa- 
tion. When he was in the twentieth year 
of his age he became acquainted with Con» 
ilantia, who had then notpaifed her fifteen tbV 
As he lived but a- few miles diftant from 
her father's houfe, he had frequent oppor- 
tunities of feeing her ; and by the advan- 
tages of a good perfon, and a pleafing con- 
verfation, made fuch an impreflion in her 
heart as it was impofftble for time to 

efface : 
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efface : He was himfclf no lefs fmitten with 
Conftantia. A long acquaintance made 
them ftill difcover new 'beauties in- each 
other, and by degrees raifed in them that 
mutual paiTion which had. an influence on 
their following lives. 

It unfortunately happened that, in the* 
midft of this intercourfc of love and friend- 
Ihip between Theodofuw and Conftantia, 
there. broke out- an irreparable quarrel be- 
tween their parents, the- one valuing him- 
fclf too much upon his birth, and the o- 
ther uppn his pofleffions. The father of 
donftantia was fo incenfed^t the father of 
Theodofiusi that he contrafted an untea- 
fonablb averfion towards his (on, infbmuch ' 
that he forbad him his boufe, and charged '. 
his daughter upon her duty never to fee 
bimimore. In the mean tirne^ to threat off 
all communication between the two lovers,., 
w^' he knew entertained fecret hopes of 
fome favourable opportunity that (hould' 
bring them together, he found out a young 
gentleman of a good fortune and an agree- 
able ;p€rfon,t whom Jie .pitched upon as a 

A 5 hufband^i 
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hufband for his daughter. He fbon con- 
certed the affair fo well that he told Con- 
flan tia it was his defign to marry her to 
fuch a gentleman, and that her wedding, 
fhould be celebrated on fuch a day. Con- 
ftantia, who was over-awed by. the authori- 
ty of her father, and enable to objedany 
thing to lb advantageous a match, received* 
the propofal with a profound- fUence,.whieh 
her father commended in her as the moffi 
decent manner of a virgin's givingher con- 
fent to an overture of that kind. The: 
noife of this intended marriage foon reach- 
ed Theodofius, who after a: long tumult 
'of pailions which naturally, rife in a lover's v 
heart on fuch an occafion,. writ the follow^ 
,.,,^ ing letter to Cbnftantia. 

^ The thought of my Conftantia, whicK^ 
* for fomc years has been my only happn 
^ neft, is now become & greater torment to 
^ me than I am able to bear. IVIuft I then 
< live to fee you another*s ? The ftreams^.. 
^ the fields and nieadows, where we have 
^ fo often talked together, grow painful 
^ to me^ life ilfetf is bca)me ^ burthen. 

* May^ 
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^ May you long be happy in the world, 
^ but forget that there was ever fiich a man 



* in it as 



^"^ Theodosius/ 



This letter wa& conveyed to Cbnftantia 
that very evening,, who fainted at the read- 
ing, of it; and. the next morning (he was 
much more alarmed by two^ or. three mef* 
fengerSj that canic to her father's houfe 
one after another^ to enquire if they had 
heard any thing of Theodofius, who, it 
fe^ms, had left his chamber about mid- 
nighty and could no where be found. The 
deep melancholy which had hung upon his 
mind, fomctime before, made them Appre- 
hend the worft that could befall him. Con* 
ftantia^ who knew that nothing but the re- 
port of her marriage could have driven him^ 
to fuch extretiujties^ wa&not to be comfiDit- 
cd : She now accufed herfdf for having ' fo 
tamely given an ear to the propo&l of a 
hufband, - and fooked upon the- new lover 
as the murderer of Theodefiiis : . In fhorr,. 
Ihe refolved to fufFer the utmoft cffe^fls oif 
her &thcr's^ diTpkafure, rather thaii com- 

pJy 
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ply witha marriage which appeared to her 
ih full of guilt and horror. The father fee- 
ing himfelf entirely rid of Theodofiusy and 
likely to keep a confiderable portion in his 
family, was-not very much concerned at the* 
obftinate refufal of his daughter, and did^ 
not find it very difficult' to excufe himfelf 
upon that account to his intended fon-in- 
law, who had- all along regarded this alli- 
ance rather as a match of convenience than « 
of love. Gonftantia had now no relief but' 
in her devotions and exercifes of religion,, 
to which her affliiftions- had (b entirely fub- 
jeded her mind, that after (bme years had'- 
abated the violence of her (brrows^ and- 
fettled her thought&na a- kind of tranquilli- 
ty, (he refolved to pafs the remainder of 
•her days in a convent* Her father was not ' 
difpleafed with a refohition which would* 
fave money in his family, and readily com- 
plied with^his'daughter's intentions/ Ac- 
cordingly in the twenty-fifth year of her 
age, while her beauty was yet, in all its- 
height and. bloom, he carried her ta a 
neighbouring city^ in order to look out a 
liftcrhocid of nuns among whom to place 

bia 
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his daughter. There was m this pkce a 
Father of a convent who was very much 
renowned for his piety and exeniplary life ; 
<t^nd as it is ufual in the Romifti church for 
thofe who are under any great afBiftion, or 
trouble of raind, to- apply themfelves to 
the moft eminent Confeflbrs for pardon and 
confolation,. our beautiful votary took the 
opportunity of confefling herfelf to thi» 
celebrated Father, 

We muft now return to Theodofius^,w ho 
the very morning that theabove-mentioned 
enquiries had been made after him, arrived 
at a religious hooTe in the city where now 
Gonftantia refidedV and defiring that fe? 
crefy and'Concealment of the Fathers of the 
convent,. which is very ufual upon any ex- 
traordinary occafion, he made himfelf one 
of the order, with a. private vow never ta 
enquire after Conftantia ; whom he looked 
upon, as given away to his' rival, upon the 
day on which, according to common fame, 
their marriage was to have been folemnized: 
Having in his youth made a good progrefs 
ia learfiing, that he might dedicate him* 

^' : . m 
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ftlf more entirely to religion, he entered, 
into holy orders, and in a few years became 
renowned for his (andity of' life, and thofe 
pious fentimeats^ which he infpired into all' 
who converfed with him. It was this holy 
man to whom Conftantia had determined *^ 
to apply herfelf in confeflion, thdugh nei- 
ther (he nor any other, befides the Prior' 
of the convent, knew any .thing, of his 
name or family^ The gay,.rthe amiable 
Theodofius had now taken upon him the ' 
name of- Father Francis, ,and was fo far 
concealed in a long beard, a (haven head, , 
and a religious habir^ .that it was impoffi- 
We to difcover the man of the work! in the 
Ytntr abler conventual . 

As he vjas one momirig Jhut up in his > 
confeflional, Conilantia kneeling by him, , 
opened the ftate of her foul to him; and - 
after having glyen him the hiftory of a life 
full of innocence, (he Wirft out in tears^ . 
and entered upon that part of her ftory^ in 
which he himfelf had fa great a (hare. My- 
behaviour, fays(he, haS, I fear, been the 
death <^ a:man,;who had no other fault 

but^ 
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but that of loving me too much. Heaven 
only knows how dear he was to me while 
he lived, and how bitter the remembrance 
of him has been to mefmcehis death. She 
here paufed, and lifted up her eyes that 
dreamed with tears towards the Father ; 
who was fo moved with the fenfe of her 
forrows, that he could only command his 
voice, which was broke with fighs and 
fobbings, fo far as to bid her proceed. She 
followed, his diredtions, and.in a flood of 
tears poured out her heart before him. The 
Father could not forbear weeping aloud, 
infomuch that in the agpniefrof his grief 
the feat ftlook under him. Gonftantia, who 
thought the good man was thus moved by 
his- compailion towards-her,.and by the hor- 
ror of her guilt, proceeded, with the utmoft 
contrition to acquaint him with that vow of 
virginity in which (he was going to engage 
herfelf, as the proper atonement for her 
fins, and the only facrificc (he could make 
to the memory of Theodofius. The Fa- 
ther, who, by this time, had pretty well 
compofed himfelf, burft out again in tears 
upon hearing that name, to which he had 

been 
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been fo long difufed, and upon receiving 
this inftance of ao unparalleled fidelity from 
©ne who, he thought, hacf feveral years 
fince given herfelf up to the poffeffion of 
another. Amidftthe interruptions of his for-- 
row, feeing his penitent overwhelmed with 
grief, he was only able tobrd her from* 
time to time, be comforted — to tell her 
that her fins were forgiven her — that- her- 
guilt was not fo great as (he apprehended-^ 
— that Ihe fhould not fufFcr herfelf to be : 
aiBided above meafiice; After which he ^^ 
recovered himfelf enough to give her the ab-» 
folution in form^ direftingher at the fame- 
time to repair to him again the next day,, 
that he might encourage her in the- pious- 
refolution (he had taken, and give her fuit- 
able exhortations for her behaviour in it. 
ConlFantia retiredj and the next morning, 
fenewed her applications* Theodofius hav- 
ing, manned his foul with proper thoughts 
and refledlions,, exerted himfelf on thisoc^ 
cafion in the beft manner he coulfl, to ani- 
mate his penitent in the. courfe of life (he 
was entering upon,, and wear' out of her 
mind thofe groundlefs fears and apprehenfi- 

ons- 
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ons which had taken poffeflion of it; con- 
cluding, with a promifc to her^ ttet he; 
would from time to time continue his ad- 
monitions, when (he (hould have taken up- 
on her the holy veil. The rules of our 
refpedive orders, fays he, will not permit 
that I fliould fee you, but you may affure 
yourfelf not only of having a place in my 
. prayers, ^^ but of receiving fuch frequent 
inftrudions as I can convey to you by let- 
ters." Go on chearfully in the glorious 
courfe you have undertaken^ and you will 
quickly find fuch a peace and fatis&dtion in 
your mind^ which it is not in the power of 
the world to give. 

Conffantia^s heart was Co elevated with 
the difcourfe of Father Francis, that the 
very next day fhe entered upon her vow. 
As (bon as the folemnities of her reception 
were over, (he retired, as it is ufual, with 
the Abbefs into her own apartment. 

The Abbefs had been informed the 
night before of all that had paflTed between 
her noviciate and Father Francis, from 

whom 
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1 

whom (he now delivered -to her the follow*- 
iDg letter. 

** As the firft fruits of thofe joys and - 
conlblations which- you may expe<Sl from " 
the life you are now engaged in I muft ac- 
quaint you that Theodoiius^ whofe death ' 
fits fo heavy upon your thoughts, is (till 
alive; and that the Father to whom yoa- 
have confeffed yourfelf, was once that 
Theodofius, whom you fo much lament. 
The love which we have had for one ano- 
ther, will make us more happy in its diP 
appointment^ than it' could have done in 
its fuccefs. Providence has difpofcdtDf ut" 
for our advantage, though not according 
•to our wilhes. Confider your Theodofius 
ftillas dead, but aflTure yourfelf bf one -whd- 
will not^ ceafC) to p/ay for you in Father 

ERANCIS;' 

Conft'antia (aw that the hat>d-writing 
agreed with the contents of the letter: 
And upon reflecting, on thb voice, . the 

pjerfon 
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perfon, the behaviour, and above all the 
extreme forrow of the Father during her 

confeffion, (he diicovered Theodpfius io: 
every particular. After having wept with 
tears of joy^ it is enough, fays (he, Theo- 
dofius is ftill in being ; I (hall, live with 
i, cqnifort and die in peace. 

• ^^ /The letters-which the Father fent her 

;^^fterwardsare yet extant in the nunnery 

w where (he refided ; and are often read to 

the young religious to infpire them with 

^^^ood Fe(blutioiis and fentiments of virtue.'* 

V It fo happened that after Conftantia had 

lived about ten years in the cloyfter, a vio- 

; lent fever broke out in the place, which 

; fwept away great multitudes, and amcxig 

others,. Theodofius. Upon his death-bed 

he fent his benediction in a very moving 

manner to Conftantia ; who at that time 

was herfelf ib far gone in the fame fatal di{^ 

temper, that (he lay delirious. In the in* 

terval which generally precedes death in 

fickneis of this nature, the Abbe& finding 

that the phyficians had given her over^ 

told 
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told her that Theodofius was juft gone be- 
fore her, and that he had fent her his be- 
nedidtion in his laft moments. Conftantia 
received it with pleafure : And now, fays 
(he, if I do not afk any thing improper, let 
me be buried by Theodofius. My vow 
reaches no farther than the grave. What 

I afk is I hope no violation of it. She 

died ibon after, and was interred according 
to her requeft. 

Th?ir tombs are ftilUo be feen, with a : 
ihprt latin in&ription on them to the fol* 
lowing purpofe. 

, Here lie the bodies, of Father Francis 
and Sifter Conftancc. They were lovely 
in their lives, and in their deaths they were 
not divided. 

Such is the ftory of Theodofius and, 
Conftantia, as related by Mr. Addifon; on 
which I (hall only obferve that there is an in- 
terpolation in the letter written by Theodo- 
fius upon leaving his father's houfe. . The . 
paffage where he fays, ** the ftre*ams, the 

fields^ 
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fields, the meadows, where we have fo of- 
ten, talked together, grow painful to me," 
is not genuine^ which indeed might be 
. evident to thofe who had not feen the ori- 
ginal. Such romantic trifling is not. the 
language pf a heart in. pain. 

The ifbUowing letters are thofe which 
: in the foregoing (lory... are faid to be ftill ex- 
:: tant in the nunnery where Conftantia re- 
fided. By what means, or with what dif- 
; ficulty, -^ I -procured' thofe letters, which 
were never before publllhed, it is not ne- 
; ceilary to inform the reader. And I am 
i fenfible tb^t no apology need be made for 
publiftiing them, in a country where the 
> monadic life js juftly condemned. The 
great principles of religious obedience are 
, the fame under every communion; and if 
: thefe letters (hall be found to contain any 
thing that tends to the melioration of the 
heart, or the enlargement of the mind ; if 
they plead not idly in the defence of religi- 
ous happinefs ; if, when the Interefts of 
futurity are placed in competition with the 

purfuits 
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purfuits that terminate in the grave, the 
letters of Theodofius fhould dirow any 
thing into the fcale, I (hall rejoice that up- 
on this occafion I have not laboured in 
vain, 

JOHN LANGHORNE, 



LET- 



LETTERS 

BETWEEN 

Theodofius and Cotijiantia, 

LETTER I. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

TH E efforts which a mind in trouble 
makes to regain its loft peace, like 
the glances of the fun that ilruggle through 
oppofing clouds, are delightful to all be- 
holders. When my Conftantia rofe above 
that gloom of (brrow, which her too ap* 
prchenfive heart had thrown around her ; 
when I faw her eye brighten, and her elo- 
gant but dejected features afTume that beau* 
tiful form in which nature had moulded 
them, I fliould have felt the pleafure of a 
Chriftian, had I not once been Theodofius, 

Amiable mourner ! Let us now forget 
the namQ which you have fo long remem- 

B bered 
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fbcred with anguilh, and which you could 
hot pronounce without trembling, when 
you affeftingly told Theodolius that you 
. believed him to be no more. . 1 wept, my 
Conftantia, but my concern arofe not from 
a feme of your guilt, but of your fufFerings. 
Thofe tears, indee^, ' fell from the eyes of 
Theodofius, and in them the ConfeiTor had 
, 110 part. The powers of memory and re- 
« fledlion were, in> one moment, prefented 
with every icene of diftrefs and tcnderneis 
. which our unhappy loves li^d produced. 
And when I confidercd myfelf as the unfor- 
tunate caufe of your long, your unmerited 
fufFerings, I felt, in one 'painful minute, 
what Conftantja Jiad endured for years. 
/Perhaps, too, your ^unequalled fidelity and 
unaltered love, while they flattered my 
.heart, brought, it back a moment to* the 
, world.-rfBut my guardian Spirit whifpercd 
; me that; I had made a higher choice, aad 
. reminded me that the duties I owed you 
were thofe of a fpiritual director, from 
whom you were to receive confolation and 
-inftruftion. But, before I proceed to the 
further difcharge of thofe duties, let mein- 
treat you to forgive me — ^forgive me, fuffer- 
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ing innocence, for being the unhappy, 
though involuntary, inftrument of your 

many miferies^ Five unchearfal 

years! my Conftantia! How has your gen- 
tle heart fupported itfclf during that me- 
lancholy period ? How has it fuftained ihofe 
cruel apprehenfions which, in confeflion, 
(hook your frame? The refleAion of what 
you muft have endured for me, as it thea 
wrung my foul with anguifh, yet clouds it 
with forrow, and has power to difturb the 
ferenity of a mind, which, I truft, hath 
been vifited by the peace of God. 

But I fhould be ftill more difconfolate, 
were Inot well afliired that your prefent 
happinefs will be in proportion to your for- 
mer fufFerings, and that the difficult ways 
through which you walked, have at laft 
conveyed you to the manfiona of peace. 

Such, ConPantia, is the lot of human 
life. The road to happinefs is feldom ftrew- 
cd with flowers, nor perhaps ought it to 
befo; as we (hould, in that cafe, be in- 
clined to take our paffage for our port, and, 
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.while we enjoyed the manna, we might 
negledt the promifed land. 

I am, however, of a different • opinion 
: from moft men with regard to the fuge- 
xance of moral and natural evils. They 
derive them from the hand pf provideaq?, 
and charge the conftquences of human paC- 
fions, follies and vices, upoa the divine ad- 
miniftration. I remember to have feen a 
Liturgy for the vifitation of the ficlj, where- 
in the minifter was diredled to inform the 
fick pcifpn ;hat whatever he fufFered, jt 
xyas ,the yifijatipn of God. Would this ex- 
hortation have been proper for a perfon who 
was labouring under, difeafe^, that were the 
natural and inevitable efFefts of intempe- 
rance P^Can thofe pains which the fiifFerer 
:.has •confeioufly and voluntarily brought up- 
on -Mmfelf,- be. deemed the vifitation of 
God ? Withf^regard to this dpdrine, my 
Conftanti^^nt is^Jof confequence that you '' 
fliould be rightly iirfbrm^d, becaufe from 
miftaken appreheixfipny of providence pro- 
ceed almoft all the errors df religious faitJi. 
vBut moft dangerous to Qurfejves, and moft 

injurious 
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injurious to the Deity,* are thofc opinions 
which magnify his defpotifm at the expence 
of his benevolence. Hearken not to fuch 
opinions, Conflantia: God cannot be tb^/' 
xniniftcr of evil 

Oiir fufFcrings, natural and moral, are 
the confequencc of that freedom of will 
which is the very, cflencc of our moral 
powers, and without which we (hould be 
mere machines, incapable of all virtue. 
There are indeed forne natural evils which ^ 
to incur or avoid depends not upon ouf- 
felves, becaufe they .come not within the 
oeconomy of' reafon. But of thefe we par- 
take only in common with mankind; and^ 
as in the difpenfation of fome of thefe we 
can perceive that providence had wife and 
gracious purpofes, (b we may fairly infer- 
that thofe whofe final caufes we cannot ap- 
prehend^ have their ori^n in the fame uni— 
verfal Benevolence. 

It is, I tFiink, generally underftood, as' 
a dodrine founded upon revelation, that 
there are fuch things as divine- inflidiona 

B ^ evcn> 
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even in this life. No doubt there may be 
fuch, and there may be feafons obvious to 
the eye of providence, when it is good for 
us to be aiBided. We may be fummoned 
by calamity from the feftive purfuit of plea- 
fure, and though we cannot perceive the 
hand, the writing may be divine. 

But I believe that this interpofitbnof the 
fupreme power is very rare. Nay I will 
own to you, Conftaniia, that my faith in 
ihisdod\rine is, at bed, but diabolical; for, 
while I believe, I tremble. Will God do 
evil that good may come ? Is it neccffary ? 
If it be neceflary, God may do it. 

I will moreover warn you of the evils that 
may be derived from this doftrine. It may 
prompt us to vain comparifons and uncha- 
ritable conftrudions : When we behold the 
calamities of others, we may be inclined to 
trace the finger of God where it has not 
been, and when we tacitly refer to our own 
condition, we may impute our exemption 
from evil to that integrity whereof we ought 
not to boafl. 

Under 
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Ond^r the mofaical difpenfation prefent' 
inflidions were more vifible, becaufe more 
neceflary : For, what other reftraint was 
there uppn the moral aftions of mankind ? 
When the great fandtions of Chriftianity 
were (et forth, thofe reftraints bcca^me in- 
confiderable, and were totally abforbed in 
the interefts of the new fyftcm. Old things^ 
pafled away.; behold! All things became 
new;' 

Efut we are tbo apt to mix our religion,^ 
sttld to incorporate the divinity of the Old' 
Teftament with that of the New. The 
law indeed ftill remains in force, becaufe 
iK tendency, was everlafting ;> but when - 
God faw fit to enterinto a new covenant 
with man, the difpenfations of his provi- 
dence were altered, and mad^ agreeable to 
ir. Thus, though under the old law it^ 
might be neceflary for the- divine power 
^ to chaften whom he loved, yet thiat mea- 
fure could be no longer expedient, when 
the hopes and fears of mankind were 
appealciJ to by the fandlionsy of immor- 
tality. 

B 4 ^ It 
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It is of great importance to you, Con- 
ftantia, to form a right idea of your Crea- 
tor, .and to know in whom you have be- 
lieved. To affift you in this refpedV, will 
be one of the firft endeavours of Father 

FRANCIS. 
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LETTER II. 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

MY fbrrows for Theodofius are na' 
more: He lives, and Conftaniia is 
happy. If you would not have me re- 
member my fufferings, forget them your- 
felf; for nothing now could make the rer 
fleftion of them painful to me, but thcirr 
afFefting my revered Father... 

Gracious Providence T And have I at" 
length found a father ? Has heaven granted 
what nature- rcfufed ?; She gave me indeed 
a father ; but he forgot the name; or he 
remembered the name and the authority^ . 
but forgot the duties of the alliance. Do I 
err ? Then inftrudk me, my holy guide, . 
inftrudt me to j revere the man who banifli- 
ed Theodofius,. and imbittered without 
caufe,: the moments of her whom he hadl 
brought into being. But I will revere him^ > 
for he was kind at laft, and permitted i me 
to retire to thisaJTylum of pieace* What- 

B 5 ever 
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ever were his motives, I will revere him j 
for have I not here found the only comfort 
I v/as capable of? Am' I not (ure that The- 
odofius lives? Without that convidtion (I 
Ovvn my wcaknefe) I ftiould have been un- 
happy within thefe holy walls. The exer- 
cifes of devotion I purfued with equal afli- 
duity and attention for years before I en- 
tered upon the conventual lifej but my 
prayers were the h^avy facrifices of forrow 
and contrition, I was alike a ftranger to 
the ferenity of peace and to the alacrity of 
hope. It was not in the power of confcious 
penitence to fet my heart afeafe, whenever 
the cruel thought prefehted itfelf, that my 
cowardly acquiefcence in the will of a fa^^ 
ther had been death to the moft valuable 
and moil amiable of men. Pitying heaven 
jbas at length undeceived me, and at 6nce 
reftored to my eyes thofe dear lamcntedfu* 
gitives,' Theodofms and l\appiriefs ^ iboth 
changed indeed, but both improved by the 
change. The plcafure I enjoyed in the 
company of the elegant and. lively The* 
odofius, was gay, fprightly, . and animated 
like himfelf : With him it departed and 

returned j 
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returned; and my heart was alternately 
delighted and deprefled. Very different is 
the fatisfadtbn I now feel. It is ferene and 
peaceful like Father Francis. My mind is 
colle<Sted, and my fpirits are repofed. No 
longer agitated with the anxieties and im- 
patience of hopes that terminate here •, my 
eye is fixed on that diftant, invariable ob- 
je<ft ofhappinefs, on which time or chance.* 
can have no influence*. 

Ye holy retreats ! Ye venerable ailesf 
do I owe this peace to you? No,. not to 
you ; jfor meihihfcs I have feen in your re- 
gions the ^oom iof dilcontent; It it' not,, 
my pious Father, from a quiet confcience 
that I: derive this repofe ? I flioidd not, in- 
deed, hav^efck it before I entered this con- 
vent, , but I (hould not then have knowQi 
that Theodofms was ftill in being.. 

Do not think, however, that I rejoice 
not in my fituation. I do rejoice in it : But« 
myjoyarifes, as I apprehend, from adif- 
burthened mind. The fudden chian^e from 
painful apprebenfion to the certainty of con- 
firmed 
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firmed wiHies, was attended with a tranf- 
port, the efftfts of which I ftill feci. But 
will not thefe cfFedts laft ? Surely they will. 
O my friend! what tears of joy have I (hed 
over that firfl: welcome letter, which in- 
formed me that Theodofms was (lilt alive ! 

But do I not forget that I an> addreding 
royfelf to the yenerable Francis ? Pardon 
me ! I had indeed forgot, till on re-p^rufing 
that ever-dear letter, I beheld the holy 
name at the bottom. Yes! delightful let- 
ter! fweet meflenger of peace! Thou in- 
formed me that I rauft confider Tbeodofi- 
us ftill as deadi— Ha! dcad^ did''ft:.thou 
fay? Theodofms is ftill alive. Didft not 
thou fay that too ? Equivocating letter ! 
Begone into rny bofom : but prefume not 
there to fay that Tbeodofius is dead. 

Heaveps ! what rambling is this ? Whi- 
ther has my unguided pen betrayed me ? 
Once more forgive note, my revered Father ? 

% 

\ thank you for the comfort^ as well as 
for the information which your laft letter 

afforded 
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afforded me. You have placed the Eternal 
Providence in a light the ni6ft amiable, and 
new, atleafttome. I had always, hither- 
to looked upon thfit power as the inflidter 
of temporary evils^^ and confidered both 
private and public calamities as his judg- 
ments; But you have now made me o£ a 
difiereat opinion -^ and I entirely agree with 
you, that temporary rewards and. puniih- 
ments are fuperfeded by the fandtbns of the 
ehriftian religion. Neverthelefs I am dill 
of opinion that God may occafionally inter-- 
pofe,. by the infliftion of evil, to fave a 
wretch who is thoughtlefly or obftinately 
bailing to deftru^ion ;> butj, with ycw^ I 
apprehend that fueh difpenfatrons are very 
rare, and am, for the reafons you^menticn^ 
almoft afraid to believe them. 

pme thought,, however, occurs to meoifi 

this occadon^, which I (hall take the liberty 

to mention, in confequence of the invitati^ 

on you have given me to exprefs my, fenti- 

" ments without referve. 

We 
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Wcare fo entirely different in our powers 
and paiTions^ and the circumftances of fin 
and temptation are fo extremely various,, 
that though the Almighty might in general 
leave it to the fandions of religion alone to 
influence the aftions of men, yet poflibly 
he rnight (fo to term it) referve a difcretio- 
nary power, to bring proper objects by af- 
flidtionsv to their duty. 

But though the creator of the univer((ew 
can in no fenfe be the author of evil, it can- 
not be doubted, I apprehend, that he may, 
and frequently does, bring good out of 
jcvil Of this the ftory df Jofcph is, in all 
its circumftances, a remarkable proof. I 
cannot Xuppofe, neither would you have 
me believe,, that God infpired the brethren 
of Jofeph with envy, that they might fell ^ 
him into Egypt, or that; when fold, the 
wife of Pharaoh was influenced^ by a fupe- 
irior power to accufe him falfly ;. yet, what: 
glorious advantages did the Almighty Pro-- 
vidence bring out of both thefe events ! 

- And 
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And has he not, for he regards the hum* 
bleft of his creatures, has he not for me 
turned the path of forrow towards the har- 
bour of peace? I will believe it, left I 
fliould prove ungrateful. Pray for me and 
inftrudt me. Adieu ! 



CONSTANCE. 



LJET. 



LETTER III. 

Theodosius to Constantia; 

GOOD fenfe, Conllantia, makes bettcfi 
comments than learning, . and I find ^ 
that to propofe my opinions to you wifl be- 
of advantage to my felfi 

But do you n6t err, my amiable friend,, 
and is there not fome acrimony in your lan- 
guage, when you fpeak of your natural fa- 
ther ? It muft not be. The duties of pa- 
rents and children are indeed reciprocal : 
But the unnatural parent cannot acquit the* 
child of its duty, . any more than the undu- 
tiful child can acquit the parent of his na- 
tural obligations. Both thefe However are 
to be underftood as fecondary to the great 
duties we owe ourfelves. A child'ought nq^ • 
more to embrace mifery than vice to 
oblige a parent, and a parent is' under 
no obligation to fbrfeit his own happi-« 
nefs for the gratification of a child; Bur, , 
urrd^r all circumftances,.that refpeft which 
is due to a parent dill fubfifts ; and when > 

Confianua> 
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Conftantia reflefts on this, (he cannot with- 
hold that refpedt. Pity your father, Con- 
ftantia ; pray for your father. If the God 
of this world hath blinded his eyes, fer- 
vently pray for him in the words of Saint 
David, " O God, lighten bis eyes, that he 
fleep not the fleep of death/' He bears no 
iincomn:ion marks of guilt or infamy. His 
foible is the love of money ; a paffion which 
of all others is the moft difficult to guard a- 
gairift, becaufe it increafes by impercepti^ 
ble degrees; and when it has once got en- 
tire poflCbffion of the heart, I believe that 
there is no remedy for it Many liberal 
men have become covetous, but E never 
yet knew one covetous man who became 
liberal ;, (b eafy is it in every inftance ta 
deviate from virtue to vice, and ib hard ia 
that particular cafe to rife from vice to vir- 
tue. Let us then confider your father as 
an objedt of compaflion,. and by no means 
forget to offer up ourprayers for him. Who 
knows whether heaven may not lift^n to 
the voice of fupplicating loHocence, andbe 
overcome by the intreaties of filial piety ? 

would it not throw a new glory around the 

brows 
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brows of Conftantia, fhoulcf her father be 
reftored to virtue by her prayers ? 

You are in the right, Conftantia, . to af- 
cribe your prefenthappinefs to peace ofcon* 
fcience \ for that is the foundation (>f all mo^ 
ral and religious comfort. Without that^ 
the hallowed walfe ofa cloyfter wodd be 
hung with horrors, and the gloomy retreats'^ 
of a convent would adminifter melancholy- 
to the mind. It is^uhat alone which gives'^ 
ferenity to our devotion, and enables u^» 
properly to comiTTonicate with Godi^ It is^ 
that which the apoftle of the Gentiles, in 
his lecond letter to the converts of Corinth 
and other parts of^Achaia, offered to their- 
confideration^ to take off thatxoncem anxt 
forrow which \\^ muft have felt, for the 
perfeoutiotts which he and" the reft of his 
fellow-labourers had undergone in their 
travels through Afia. The confidence of 
the confcious mind, he informs them, in 
every painful,, every trying^calamity, had 
ftill fupported them. N^y, continues he,. 
wc can even rejoice in our-diftrelfes, and: 

our 



[ jp ] 

our rejoicing is this, the teftimony of our 
confcience. 

Perhaps there is no paflage in the facred 
writings which more beautifi^dly and more 
^jn[iphaticallly exprefles this moral fenfe or 
confcience, than that of the Proverbialift. 
The fpiiit of a man is the candle of the 
Lord, fearching all the inward parts. Hea- 
ven, (ays the wife man, has placed its can- 
dle within us, whofe rays can pierce the 
moft fecrct receffes. No thought Ho com- 
plicated but it can trace it to iis origin ; no 
idea fo abftradted which its h'ght cannot 
difcover. If we fliould fay that the dark- 
nefe Ihould cover U3, that the clouds of 
iiight (hould veil ufr ikom its ray; behold 
the darkneis is not darknefs with it, the day 
and the night with k are both the fame. 
This attends us thro' every circumftancc of 
life; it accompanies thought thro' all the 
variety of its excurfions, and marks the 
fource andtheprogrefeof adion. Confci- 
ence iks as judge in the mind, and ap. 
proves or condemns our defigns and adi- 
ons, as it fees them juft or unjull, agreea- 
ble 
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able or contrary to the laws of God and. 
nature. If we have done wellj it teachcsc 
us to rejoice in the refledtion ; and if evi^ 
it fails not to punifh us with a painftirfenfe 
of it. From hence arifes the continual hap- 
pinefeof the good man, and the never end-J 
ing difquiet of the guilty. Hfence virtue^ 
is faid to be its own reward, from the plea— 
fures of refl65lion y and hence it is, thatr' 
there is no peace to tb6 wicked. What- 
ever artifice they ufe to filence confcience^, 
or efcape its reproaches,. though^fonietimcsF 
theft may be fo far fuccefsfulas to encou* 
rage thcm-to • commit greater^ crimes, yet: 
the jiidge will again retwn to the. charge, 
and they will- find that he has flept only to^ 
wake with double vigour and fury^ Some 
indeed there are who feem^o have quite- 
bani(hed this inhabitant ffomv their br^afls;^ 
and to have extinguifhcd the divine lumi- 
nary: who gO'on in a continual courfe of 
wickedneft,, and- have no fear of God 
before their eyes. But if we more ftriftly 
attend to the lives and anions of thefe men^ 
we ihall find that the noife and triumph 
they, make in their ^ilt, proceeds not fe 

mucb 



[ 21 ] 

mu6h- from the fatisfad\ion it affords them, 
as from an endearour, however unfuccefs- 
ful, to ftifle the diftates^of the friend in 
their breads ;. and could we purfue them 
into the privacy of retirement, I will ven- 
ture to fay that welheuld find them either 
^f&dtediy indolent, or painfi^ly difeontented. 
Hence appears the fuperiority of confci- 
cnce. Hence it appears that there are no 
^arts fnfHcient to filence it entirely, and that 
it may- t4ierefore be fuppofed to come from 
that 'Being, whofe determinations muft: 
Jiave their efFeft, and whofe power is not to 
vbe refiftcd. 

If we "fhould enquire into the defign of 
.providence in thus furnifhing us with this 
iilent infp^ftor, .we Should find that in this 
jcafe,vas well as in all others, our God has 
.aded from the di&ates of infinite goodnefs. 
JHad we been without this ever adlive cen- 
for, what would have been the confc- 
.quence ? Too apt we are even now to flight p^ 
the admonitions of it, and fliould we not 
> Hill more eafily have fallen a prey to temp- 
tation, had there been no internal monitor 

to 
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to inform us that " this ftiould not be 
done." Would not vice have found many 
more votaries, when no meeting remon- 
ftrance checked it, and no painful reflecti- 
on followed ? It is evident then that confcir 
ence was ftationed in the human mind by 
the giver of a!l good gifts; and that for 
the aid of virtue aiid for the fupporc of 
reafon, it came down from the Father of 
lights. Is not this, Conftantia, our guardi- 
an angel, who warns us againft the mod 
dangerous of all enemies, the enemies of 
our falvation? By this friendly fpy we are 
informed of, and even forefee, their at^ 
tacks ; and happy it is for us that we are 
thus aflifted. The infinuations of vice, af- 
ter all, are too often fuccefsful, and her 
arts prevail agamft the force of convidtion. 
Nor indeed, fliould we confider all the ftra- 
tagems flie makes u(c of, would there be 
any room to wonder at her iuccefe. Does 
fhe not affume the ehara<Sters of pleafure, 
knowledge, virtue, nay and of religion too ; 
her great patron being confcious that he 
fhall be moft fuccefsful in his works of 
darknefs, when he aflumes the appearance 

of 
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of an angel of light ? Does not the mod 
profligate licentioufnefs call itfclf pleafure ? 
Does not molerfighted infidelity claim the 
titles of Knowledge and Philf»fophy? Has 
rot religion. been aflerted by blood-thirfty 
zeal? And has not fanatic hypocrify like- 
V/ife affumcd her banner, and lifted up her 
voice in the flreets? O confcience! Thou 
iacred guardian of rational virtue and reli- 
gious truth, let loofe thy vengeance upon 
, thefe monfters, thcfe .pefts of ibcicty, and 

.emiflaries otvice] 

t 

^o not you perceive, tny Conftantia, in 
this difpenfation of providence, the perfec- 
tion of wiidom and goodnefs' ? There are a 
thoufand vices, a thoufand enormities which 
have nothing to fear from any human tri- 
bunal, but are checked and reftrained by 
this mental judge. 

That peace which you imputed to a dif- 
, burthened mind, led me naturally into thefc 
fentiments. Will that peace, you a(k, con- 
tinue? Doubt not that it will. It is that 

peace which the woild cannot give, and 

which, 
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which, therefore, the world cannot take 
away. That happinefs which is derived 
fronn a pleafmg concurrence of earthly e- 
vents, will vanilh when Fortune reverts 
her wheel ; the fame chance which reared 
the brittle fabric of felicity, may demolilh 
it in a moment ; but religious fatisfadtion, 
if rightly founded, cannot be overthrown. 

I am well affured, Conftantia, that you 
will find your happinefs increafed by the 
repeated exercifes of devotion. It is im- 
poflible that the intercourfe we have with 
Infinite Goodnefs ihould not be attended 
with prefent advantages^ 

But ever let it be your care, my amiable 
friend, that your devotion be rational and 
ferene. Let it iiot rife upon the wings of 
paffion, but be offered up with a fubdued 
and difpaffionate decency. Let your mind 
be clear and compofed when you addrefe 
yourfelf to your God, left by wy means 
you (hould fpeak unadvifedly to the Father 
of wifdom, and offer the facrifice of fools. 

Wonder 
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Wonder not if I tell you that all your 
paflions (hould not be abforbed in heaven. 
Rational devotion is not founded in the 
glowing ardours of humaa (enfibility; the 
more it partakes of thefc, the more re- 
mote it will be from that fpiritual and in- 
telle<5tual worftiip which is paid to the fa- 
ther of lights by fuperior natures* The 
adoration of paffion is blind and impulfive ; 
that of rea(bn is clear and intelligent. By 
this worfliip the Deity is rationally honour- 
ed, by that he is implicitly adored. 

For thefe rcafons, Conftantia, I woul^ 
not recommend to you thofe books of 
flaming devotion, which, while they kindle 
the heart, confufe the head, and turn fo- 
ber piety into wild enthufiafm. If the 
authors of fuch books meant to ferve reli- 
gion, they were miftaken ; for true piety 
differs as much from fuch enthufiaftic rav« 
ings, as the chearful temper of ferene 
health from the delirious wildnefs of a fever. 
God is a fpirit, and they that worlhip him 
mufl: worihip him in fpirit and in truth. 
Whatevet is fpiritual is difptffionate, SuqK 

C is 
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i is God himielf, and fuch ought to be the 
worlhip we ofTer him. 
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Adieu ! p^y Conft^ntia* May God keep 
..you in his pr<?te^ion^ and enlighten you by 
;his grace. 
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I. E T T E R IV. 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

THEaDOSi^js is not dead. The polite 
Theodofius flHHivcs in the venerablq 
Father Francis When I received your 
laft favour, my hand trembled, and my 
heart ftif unk. Every idle, every wild ex- 
prellion, every efFofion of vain imagination 
and uncorredcd paflion, that had dropt 
from my pen when I laft wrote to you, rofe 
up and reproached me before your feai 
was broken. While I read the firft period 
of your letter 2 frequently took my eye 
from the paper, and endeavoured to recol- 
lect the contents of my own. With feac 
^nd appreheniion I proceeded from line 
to line; but when I found that you had 
overlooked many of my foibles, and touch- 
ed the reft with fo delicate, fo indulgent a 
liand— O ray paternal friend! what floods 
of tender (brrow fell from the eyes of your 
Conftantia! Surely the kindnefs of thofe 
whom we revere, and are confcious of 

C z having - 



i 28 ] 

: having offended, is more cruel than tbeir 
feverity could be. The heart would op- 
pofe itfelf againfb fevere treatment, and call 
in pride to its aid: But againjEt (he force pf 
kindnefs tber^ is no Jpiiel^. 

In what an amiable light :do you reprc- 
ftnt that Goodnefs which brought us into 
being! Confcience. was undqubtedjy one of 
his gracious gifts. iThat. moral infpeftor 
whofe fuggefiions fo lately gave me pain, ia 
ijow the principal, author of my happincfs, 
and Ifind that confcience is not more fe- 
vere as ^ an enemy, than kind as a friend. 
Was it. not this that fupported ^the fufferer 

r. of Ujz, and was he not animated by the 
fuffrage of Confcience, when he wifhed that 
man might be permitted to plead his caufe 
with God. : If I am miftaken, correft rjie^ 

, my guide, my father and my friend 1 
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LETTER V. 

ThEODOSIUS to CoNSTANTlAi 

AM pleafcd wjth your reference to thiJ 
book of Job, as it gives me an oppor- 
tunity to tell you with what delight F 
have always read that beautifdl dramatic 
poem. The divine author of it had facri- 
ficed to truth and nature. His charader 
qS the piou$ fufferer^ however exalted, \s 
not ' exaggerated by • any unnatural ftrokes; 
While he is not permitted to fall into im-» 
(jious* exclamation againft the decrees of 
providence, he complains of his diftrefs 
with the- fenfibiliry of a man to whom 
wearifome nights -were appointed. Hence 
the aiBi£ted patriarch fbmetimes alarms us 
with padionate wifhes for death, and {bme^^ 
times awakens ^ourcompaiTion wiih afied):* 
^ ing fighs for his former^ happmefs^ 

In the paflage you have referred to, we 
are prefented with another turn of mind. 
^ I ^m fenfible, fays he, of the innocence 
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<* of my life. I have done no wrong, neis- 
ther has any violence been found in my 
hands, and yet my face is deformed with, 
weeping; and the fliadow of death frowns 
*' upon my eye-brows. Yet thus circum- 
** ftanced,:and thus innocent, ray pray er 

furely may be heard. Behold, evea. 

now my witnefs is in heaven, and my' 
^* advocate is in the realrhs of the higheflr. 
** My friends continually deride me-, but: 
** my tears plead filently with God. O that 
*^ a man might plead his caufe with God, . 
^* even as thefon of man pleadeththe caufe 
*' of his friend.'^ In another of his fpeechcs 
there is a paflage much to the fame pur- 
pofe. *^ O that I knew where I might find: 
him, that I might come even to his feat, I 
would order my caufe before him T* 

There is no doubt, Conftantia, that \w 
thefe fentimcnts the Patriarch was animated^ 
by the fuffrage of confcicnce. And there 
is not a paflage in his whole, ftory that is 
fraught with more important inftrudtion: 
For it may teach us that, under all the cir- 

cumftances. 
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cdmftances of human calamity, our only 
refuge is in the eternal providence; and 
that our peace muft be derived from that 
approving confcience which may encourage 
us to refer our caufe to God. From what 
other fburce can we, in fuch circumftanccs, 
look for happinefs ? Dependent beings have 
it not to beftow. Were man in his focial 
nature a more exalted creature, the difpen- 
iation of peace would not be in his power. 
He could not remove from others thofe 
evils to which he fhould himfelf be ex- 
pofedi nor brighten the prolpedts of futu- 
rity, whither his influence cannot reach. 

Man, as a being circumfcribed in his na** 
ture, and fubjeft to events which he can- 
not command, muft, if left to himfelf, fluc- 
tuate in uncertainty, and ftruggle with dif« 
appointment; he, therefore, that would 
hope with confidence, and enjoy with fe- 
curity, muft have a refource which time 
and chance cannot affcft. This can only be 
in that independent Being, in whoie hands 
are the ifliies of life and death* 

C 4 Shall 
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Shall we truft to human power? The 
ilrength of man is but as the grafs of the 
fields aird all the goodlinefs thereof as the 
flower that fadeth. Shall we truft to hu- 
man riches? Riches profit not in the day of 
wrath. Shall we truft to human wifdomJ 
Wifdom herfelf is the daughter of afHi£tion. 
Shall we truft to human friendlhip? In the 
day ot adverfity there is no hope in man. 
Can power preclude the attacks of misfor- 
tune ? Can riches delight in the hour of 
mourning? Can wifdom guard agamft the 
ftratagems of chance? Has friendlhip a 
charm for the languor of ficknefs ? How 
feeble would thefe fupports prove, Con- 
ftantia, in the trying hour of adverfity, or 

in thofe moments of awful fufpence, when 
we cxpeft that the everlafting doors of fu- 
turity fhall be thrown open, and we ftiall 
enter ini ^ 

Better founded, my friend, will be the 
fupports of that man who refers his caufe 
tix God, and whofe confcience encourages 
him to rely on the eternal providence. He 
depends on a power that is fuperior to all 

events ^ 
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events; on the riches of divine goodnefs^ 
which can never be exhaufted ; on that wif- 
dom which can fee the remoteft confequen- 
ces of things; and on thatfriendftlip which 
no caprice can change. The man of Uzz 
had the (Irongeft conviction of this truth; 
For experience had taughrhin^ that humanr 
greatnefs was lighter than:^ vanity itfelf; 
that riches did a^ually make themfelves 
wings and flee away; that the wifdom of 
man was little more than -that of the wild 
;0fs'scolt; and that his^friendfhipwasfcarce 
in proportion to^ hre' wiftlom. His three 
fricpds, whoft knowledge flioirfd ' have di- 
rected, and' wHofe' afFedtion ffiould have 
foothed^him,. he ojfen heard, with reafona- 
hle impatience, prefcribing refblutions to 
which-^ human nature was not equal, en- 
deavouring^ to deprive him of his greate(t 
flippdrt,, the confcioufnefe pf his integrity^: 
and' (harpening his pains by mortifying re- 
fleClions. Then it was that, deftitute of alf 
earthly confolation, he appealed to heaven, 
and even wifhed that by a perfonal'com- . 
munication with the lUprcme Power^ he 

C 5 Fnighr 
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might be permitted to lay his caiife beforer 
him. 

• 

It is our happinefs, Conftantia, that thi& 
appeal of the patriarch is not neceflary for 
us. The Chriftian covenant, gracious in 
every di(penlaiion, has given us an advo- 
cate with the F^her,. who (hall plead our 
caufe : An advocate who knoweth well the 
frailties of human nature, and whofe inter- 
ceflion can never be inefFeClual. Let us^ 
my friend, make ourfelves acceptable to 
him ; kt us, lay hold of thofe terms of re- 
demption which he has procured for us,,, 
and, our eternal interefts will be eftabliftieck 
on a fure foundation^ 

You, my Conftantia, are among thofe- 
that have chofen this good part; you have 
laboured. for the bread of immortality, and:*' 
have left that which periflieth to the num- 
bers who difquiet thcmfelves in vain. Let 
fuch be pitied, my friend, and not defpifed ^. 
forfpiritual pride has its origin in fuch conr 
tempt, and it is one of the many unchrifti- 
an qualities of blind enthufiafm ; Nay, yoa 

fhouldt 
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fliould even watch over your pity; for 
there is a kind* of pity that is allied to^ con- ^ 
tempt. - . 

Born with the gentleft heart, and ever " 
accuftomed to adorfe, with the pureftr piety, 
the, author of your being, your religion is 
become habitiial, and you know not th(e 
difficulty with which a heart long devoted i 
to vice muft be reformed. 

Man, though born with faculties to reach' 
through the depths of time, arid powers to • 
flourith through theses of eternity, feldom 
looks beyond the prefent hour, or is afFedt- 
ed but by prefent objedts. . The immortal^ 
foul confined to this manfion of earth, be- 
comes enamoured of her habitation, and in ■• 
time perfuades herfelf that here (he has a 
delight to dwell. ^ Hence fhe is folicitous 
how (he may repair the tottering wall, and 
fupport the frail fabric— ^— Yet furely this 
attachment is (Irange, Conftantia; fmce 
notwithftanding her folicitude for its prefer- 
vation, this frame will (bon fall, and very 
foon moulder into its native earth. Yet a 

little^ 
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little while, and every breaft that is now 
warm with hope, and bufy with defign^ 
(hall drop into the cold and fenfelels grave* 
The eye that is reading this page (hall be 
clofed in darkne(s, and the hand that writes 
it (hall crumble into dufl:. 

In that hour when the immortal fpirit 
(hall exchange this tranfient being for the 
allotments of eternity — in that awful hour, 
Conftantia, what fhatl fupport us ? Nothing 
but the confcioufne(s of. a well condudted 
life. That divine confidence in the Father 
of nature, — that peace of God which paflTeth 
all underftanding — that (erene affiance— « 
•that exalted repofe of foul — thefe are the 
fruits of a life long refigned to God, and di- 
jcftcd by religion. Yet furely the(c are 
well worth our tranfient labours : If thefe 
are not (ecured, we have lived and we have 
toiled in vsun^ we have given our money 
for that which is not bread^ and our labour 
for that which (atisfieth not. 

Live, 
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Live, my Conftantia, fupportcd by th^t 
gracious power whom you ferve, fupported 
by his providence, and enlightened by his 
grace. 



» .* 
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L E T T E R yi. . 

GONSTANTIA to ThEODOSIUS^ 

WELCOME, fwcet peace of confer- 
ence! Lovely ftranger! Daughter 
of religious duty, welcome \ How heavy 
was my, heart, how painful my hour« in thy 

abfence ! How gloomy and diflatisfied 

with what anxiety and uneafmefs did I arife 
from the moft comfortable of all duties, the 
holy facrifice of prayer ! The incenfe feemcd ^ 
to rife unacceptably : my prayers were 
feeble; they were unable to reach the throne 
of the Almighty, and returned, but not 
with happinefs, to my own bofbm. To 
the pofleffion of thee, fweet peace, what 
are riches and honours? What were the 
wealth of kingdoms, the acquifition of« 
worlds purchafedat thyexpence?: 

O my paternal friend, how forcible is 
truth, divine truth! With what pleafing 
conviction did every ray of it, that illumined 
your laft letter, (hine upon my heart ! How 

poor' 
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poor did the interefts, the pleafures of this 
world appear, when compared with the 
pure, the peaceable wifdom that cometh 
from above! 

Fatherof lights, ever grant me this wif- 
dom! Let the prayers of my father and my 
friend co-operate with my own, at thy 
eternal throne, and procure for me the 
blefled influences of thy (acred fpirit. 

This, my venerable guide, is the fub- 
fiance of my daily prayer, which lince I 
received your ihftrudions, I hav« repeated 
with greater affiduity. I have ever been 
convinced that the divine concurrence was 
neceflary to aflift us in the difcKargeof our 
duty, . as well as to diredt us in the know- 
ledge of it ; but that emphatical prayer 
which concludes your letters, " that the 
** eternal providence would ^enlighten me 
** with his grace,'* has ^ven new force to 
my convidlions. 

I will not prefcribe to you the fubjedl of" 
your Jctters. I (hall liften with pleafure and 

attentioa 
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attention to your inftruftions, to whatever 
point of duty or of doctrine they may be 
diredted ; but allow me to wi(h, my rever- 
ed friend, that on this important doctrine, 
of grace I may ibon receive your valuable 
obfervations. / 

Poffibly this divine difpenfatibn^ may Be 
neceflary in a greater or in a lefs degree than 
I fuppofe Tt to be. I have received diffe- 
rent accounts of it from the profeilbrs of 
our holy, faith^ but I think that all of them 
have concluded it to be neceflary for us^. 
though in what meafure it was. neceflary 
they have not agreed. 

It is generally underftood that this divine^ 
grace is the confequential privilege of chrif^ 
tianity, purchafed for us by him who died 
for our redemptiba; yet I have fometimcs 
thought that the author of the book of 
Pfalms prayed for this enlightening grace^. 
in that paflage which you have quoted in 
one of your letters, My God, lighten mine 
eyes, that I fleep not the fleep of deaths 

With 
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With refped to this opinion, as well as 
to the ncccffity or expedience of divine 
grace, and the degree in which it is difpen- 
fed, I await your kind inilrudions. 

Thofe books of flaming devotion, which 
you have advifed me not to rpad, I own I 
have hiilierto been too fond of. Particular- 
ly fince I entered upon the conventual life, 
I have been much converfant in fuch books. 
They were recommended to me by my lady 
abbefs, who is a good woman ; but her 
devotion leems not to be of that ferene and 
temperate kind which you defcribe and.ap- 
prove. She is unequal in her religious de-^ 
portment, being fometunes elevated^ but 
more frequently deprcft. 

What do I not owe to you, my Father, 
for procuring me the book of God in a lan- 
guage I underftand? Agreeably to your 
diredlions, I make thai my principal ftudy, 
and trull that it is able to ruake me wife un- 
to falvation. 

Never, I hope, in the heart of your 
Conflantia, (hall that fpiritual pride you 

mention 
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mention find a place. I am toa (enfiUe oF 
their unhappy condition who live without 
God in the world, to look upon them with 
any other emotions than thofe of pure corn- 
paffion. With the heart that is deftttute 
of religious peace my own has been a fel- 
low fufFerer; and (hould I triumph in com- 
parative happinefs or purity fhould 1^ 

thence derive any fendments of contempt 
for others, the reflexion would rather mor- 
tify than (both me, fincc I fliould appear to ^ 
^ dclpife in them what I myfelf had been. . 

The hour of prayer. is at hand-^I come; 

daughters of devotion I join you and 

now will lonce more intreat the Author of 
life and death long to fparc you >fbr thecom-*- 
fort and fupport of 
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LETTER Vir. 

Theodosius to Cdnstantta 

I INTENDED to make the difpenfati- 
on of grace the fubjedl of a letter, and 
I thank you for putting me m a^ method ot 
treating iu 

Your firft queftion is, Whether this dii^ 
penfation wa& only the confcquential privt- 
Ifege of Chriftianity ? or whether it was not 
alfo ;the privilege of Judaifm h 

The latter part of this propofition you* 
infer from that poetical petkion of the^ 
pfalmift. My God, lighten mine eyes, &:c. 

'^ Now^.Gonftantia, it is obvious enough 

to fuppofc that the king of Ifrael might pray- 
for the iUomination of the divine Spiritj as 
his fon and fucceflbr prayed for wifdorii,- 
though under their fyftem there was no 
promife of the ordinary difpcnfations of- 
grace. It would &e natural for d people 
who were vifited by God,, and beheld,, oix^ 
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fb many occafions, the interpofition of his 
providence, to apply to him for his aflillance 
tinder the conflidts of religious duty. It 
would be ftill more natural for them who 
fate in darknefs, to petition for that light^ 
of which fome emanations were communi- 
cated in the extraordinary influences- of the 
fpirit, though, agreeably to the fcheme of 
the eternal and unerring providence, the 
perfcdtion of it fhould not be difplaycd tilfc 
the fullnefs of time, ^ 

This may be fufficient to anfwcr: you* 
fixfl queftion, which is. rather curious thao^ 
wftfui 

Wnh^relpedt to the neceffity or expedi- 
ence of the divine grace, I have much 
more to fay. The philofbphers of our fyf^ 
tern who weigh every thing, in the fcale of 
natural obligation, or moral aptitude, ex- 
claim ag^inft thi8*do€trine of grace. If yea 
admit the impulfe of a fnjieriorr agent, 
where, fay- they, is the moral agency of 
man I Befides, is it agreeable to the fitnefs 
q£ things that God fhould prefcribe a law to- 
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ipati) to which his moral powers alone are 
not adequate? This, continue they, would 
be. to make God an Egyptian talkmaften 
The moral powers of man muft be ade- 
.^luate to the duties appointed him, and the 
^Q&x'mt of grace is therefore fuperfluous. 

At this. avenue, which is opened jby the 
^hriftian jthilofopher, . in rjuffies the philoib^ 
pher of nature. He takes up the argu- 
ment where the other laid it down— You 
have very rightly obferved, Sir, fays he, 
' that God wQuId be aa Egyptian tafkmafter, 
if he gave us a law that we were unable to 
live up to : Such I infift upon it, is the law 
that is faid to be from him— —-From him 
tJK^refore it. cannot be. 

Thus, Conftantia, you fee the confe- 
.xjuence of pbilofophizing in religion. — Give 
up one redoubt to the enemy, and he turns 
our batteries againft us. To both thefe 
ungracious opponents I (hall give a (hort 
anfwen To the chrtftian fophift I fay, that 
the powers of man may be inadequate to 
the law of religion, though its origin was 

from 
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from God; and to the philofopher of na- 
ture I anfwer, that the law of religion may 
be from God^ though the powers of man 
4ire inadequate to it. The fame argument 
will prove both thefe points. 

i^ A perfcft law might be given to impcr- 
feft beings without any impropriety.: It 
might be given to malce them exert to the 
Qtmoft the powers of their nature, and 
ftrain to higher degrees of virtue for the 

high prize of their calling it might be 

intended to encourage an ufeful emulation, 
by making ftill greater degrees of excellence 
attainable ; -it might be defigned to pre- 
vent indifference and independence, which 
man would naturally have fuffered to grow 
upon him, when fecurc, by his own power, 
of attaining to moral perfection, andof dif^ 
charging every duty enjoined him. A de- 
pendence on the Almighty for . afliflance in 
the conduct of life is produftive of many ad- 
vantages. It prevents that pride and care- 
lefhefs which are. too often the effeft of fe- 
curity and independence. It opens an in- 
tercourfe with the Deity by prayer ; which, 

though 
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though the moft delightful part of religious 
duty, would become unneceflary the mo- 
ment that the aid of the divine grace Ihould 
be found to be fo. 

Prom thefe co-operating caufes, Con* 
ftantia, you fee how expedient is the dif- 
penfation of grace. How neceflary it is for 
us in our prefent ftate, we need not make 
appeals to reafon, but to experience. 

To be ignorant of the facred truths of 
religion, and to be deftitute of the com- 
municable influences of God's holy Spirit, 
has been always confidered by good men as 
the moft deplorable » condition of human 
wretchednefs* ^Hencewefind it reprefen- 
ted in the facred writings by the terrible 
images of 4arkneis, of death. Thofe, fays 
the prophet, that fate in darknefs have feea 
aj^reat light,. .and they that were in the re- 
gion and the (hadow of death,' on them 
hath the light fliined. — Awake thou that 
fleepeft^and arife from the dead, and Chrift 
jfhali give . the^e light-rr — ^My God, lighten 
mipe eyes that I. ileep . not in death* This 

was 
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:vras the the petition of that prince, whoie 
devotion was Co pure* and exalted, that the 
Almighty bimfelf bore teftfmony to his ex- 
cellence in pronouncing him a man after his 
own heart. And could he, the light of 

Ifrael could he, diftinguiflied for his 

knowledge of the then revealed religion — 
could he, illumined with the (pirit of pro- 
phecy, think it rieceflary to pray for the 
enlightening grace of heaven, and fliould 

not we much more ? we, who cannot 

like the prophet, boaft any fupcrior portion 
of the divine fpirit,, and who have yet, with 
him, the fame prbpenfities to evil. 

On us, indeed, the fun of righteoufnefs 
hath fliined. To us is difplayed a perfeft 
knowledge of thofe faving truths, thofe ex- 
alted dodtrines, that were then only feen in 
types and (hadows. it is our happinefe to 
know the perfedt will of God, revealed by his 
Son, Jefus Chrift. The facred Scriptures 
contain every thing ncceffary tb falvation. 
There, every moral duty is clearly, fta ted ^ 
and every point of faith fufficiently diftovisr- 
ed. To thefe fountainsof light add im- 
mortality 
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mortality we may apply,: wrthout deccpti- 
oa,, f^r cbat knowl^ge lyfatch leadeth us 
into afl truth. ' . . : 

, r t • 

\ ' 

BleflTed be the gracious author of our fal- 
vation! the veil of partition is now taken 
away; tbofe types and figures, which were 
the (ti4dowmgs.Qf.^Qd,tW4:igs toxonie, are 
removed, and we , know what -w^ worQiip. 

It is for us then on whom the light hath 
fhined, to be willing, at lead, to rejoice in 

that light It is tor us with unwearied aC- 

fiduity to ftudy the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to niake us wife unto falvation. 
Whatefver attainments wemake in fcience^ 
if we neglect this, the only true wifdom^ 
our knowledge and our indulby are vaio* 
Whatever (kill, whatever prudence we pof- 
fefs in the oeconomy of jthis life, if th« ac- 
quilition has been made by the liegleft of 
this knowledge, it is ikill that darkens^ and 
prudence that deftroys. 

The rude notices of natural rea£bn alone 
caA never be fuDplcient to dire£); us in ever^^ 

D ^ part 
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; part of our conduflt. Thofehlights, though 
vfefd and untyerfal^ are liable %6 be ob- 
fcured by the blaze of paflioqsy ;to 4)e en- 

- fccbled by vice, or iiiiflcd by error. The 

/undcrftandiijg may be made fubfervient to 

the heart, and employ^ in the, defence pf 

what we wifh, rather ;thaa what we ought 

: to'do. The force tf tfmhniay be over- 
come by' haWt, and, like the^ heathen fta- 
tuary, we may falKdown heforaan image 

. of our own/rami^g. It is eflcnti^Uy aecef- 
fary therefor^ jhat wpjhouldrhavefome cer- 
tain rules of adiop, fbme plain dire£tiops 
laid down for pur condu(J!t, which can nei- 
ther be perverted by. fopbiftry nor ^mifcojj- 

,,jftruedby.errpn 

\ Such,' Con ftantja, is the neceffity of that 
external information which has been ordi- 
narily difpetifed to us by the {Spirit of God j 
which while; I have been attending to^. f 
have not loft fight of my argument. 

The feme caufes whiqh .concur to make 

the outward evidences of the Spirit of God 

lb neceffary for qiir informition, render the 

• ' \ internal 
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internal aids of his grace as neceffary for 
our dircftion and fupport in the difchargc 
of our duty. 

To acquire ^ confummate knowledge of 
the holy Scriptures is not alone fufficient to 
conduft us to the land of everlafling life, 
Thcfe are the leading ftars ty which we 
mtift diredt our courfe, but other means are 
neceffary to guard us from the temped a- 
bove, and the (hoals below. The ocean 
of life is treacherous and uncertain. Many 
latent dangers await the i^affenger, and he 
is frequently in the greeted peril when he 
thinks himfelf the mod fecure. 

Shall I change the fcene, and fuppofe that 
we have an earthly paffage to the city that 
is not made with hands > Yet in that cafe, 
how many ctrcumdances of danger to the 
traveller does the allegory afford me! A 
thoufand accidents concur to make us de- 
viate from the narrow way that feadeth to 
life. We are on one fide threatened by 
horrible precipices, on anothef Invited by 
profpefts of beauty. Disif{«iir'J)oints out to 

Da us 
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. us the length and difficulty of! thejourpey, 
and wearine^ importunes us to, feek tbe 
vallies of repofe. 

The objefk, indeed, at which we finally 
aim, would infinitely counterbalance every 
inix)nyenience, ,^nd the fuffbrings of the 
prtffeiit time will be.ar.no comparifon with ' 
the glory that (hall be r^yealed amo^g us* 
But objc(Sls placed aC,a cjiftance, however. 

important, never ftronglyj^ffeft, us As 

> in the attraftipn of bodies, if thofe with. 
^ which they fympathize be far removed, 
, they will adhere* to others mare near, to 
which they have lefe relation. 

c Some portion of divine. grace,.- (bme m^- 
j fure of pod's holy Spirit, is indifpenfahly 
neceffvy. for c;very Chriilian, Mere human 
wifdom, though abided by the knowledge 
of the divine reyejlatiqn) will not always be 
fufficient to.fuppprt.u& in our duty. How 
oftetn, with the co(iyi£tion of truth Aipon tiis^ 
are we infcnfibjy jdrayfUr into ihewayaof 
error! :How often, ia the Confcioufiiefefof 
, deterouned inc^ity^ are ;Vfe bdtrayed into 

1 1 vice 



[ 53- } 
Vice by theftratagems of terriptattion ! Tho* 
we may in general be very fenfiblc of our^ 
duty, yet we have nm at all tinnies the fame 
capacity of attention, -nor the fame readi- 
nefs of apprehenfion to diftinguifh good 
from evil. The faculties of 'the mind, are 
fometimes vigorous, and fom^imes languid. 
The will is frequently retained by idlenefs^' 
or folicited by define, without receiving any 
ioftrui^n^ ffom reafon; -and the oeconomy 
of the foul is ofiifener ia- difordcr than that 
ef the.ibody,^ 

la fucV^ircumftaaces,' Coiiftantia, have 
we nQt n^edpf (bme fuperior : aid ? Want 
w^e not the directive influei)ees of the Spirit 
of wifiiem, tp keep u^* in the narrow paths 
^ duty ? C^n -there bfc anyidojahtithat the 
ofdin^ry diff^nfatlofi£ pf gr ace:>a£e iipc8|rary 

Bin, in what df^Tpe; you afl^, is this 4 
g^^ace ordinarily difpcnfed? ' To which.,1 
muft beg leave to aniwen, that ,Gp4;givf tl> 
not his Spirit by meafure. It' is enpvfg|i 
for us to know what he hath declared, that ^ 
Ws grace is lufficient for us. It muft be 

D3 neceflary 
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neceflary in ^greater or a lefs degree, in 
proportion ^o the. different tempers, fitua- 
tions and circumftances of mankind. And 
to the prayers and endeavours of each a fuf- 
ficiency thereof will be difpenfed. To our 
prayers and endeavours, I fay, it will be 
difpenfed; agreeably to which w^ are told, 
that our heavenly Father will give of his holy 
Spirit to them that afk it in his Son's name. 
And while we are informed that it is God 
who worketh in us, we. are. commanded to 
work out dur own falvation. Thus, Con-^ 
ftantia, a fufficiency of the divine grace is 
promifed to our prayers — promifed to eo* 
operate with, our endeavours. And it i^ 
thus, that the oeconomy of grace interferes 
not with that freedom ot will on which all 
our merit, as rational creatures, is founded^ 
Our prayers and endeavours are voluntary 
a(fl$, and we are confequently as much at 
liberty to lay hold of the difpenfation of 
gracfe as of redemption, and as much at U-. 
berty to rejcft it, to refift or to quench the 
Spirit; -^ " , * 

Were 
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! Were not this the cafe, Conftentia ; wercf^ ^ 
the : chfpenffiitioti of gface entirely indepen- 
dent o» our own will, the mora^l agency of 
man wduld-tte fuperfeded, and the doftrinc 
of rev^ards «nd punilhnxents would be vain, 
if;- According to ihcdoftrirtfe of fanatics, thef 
grace of God -be an impulfive principle^ 
partialty^ beftowed^ and aftwating^ ns as 
mere machines, then the Almighty has* 
t^ken our falvation entirely into his own 
bands^ and rendered moral virtue an empty 

, , But" this^odrrne will on the conclufion 
\^ found bkfpbemous to God, and injur^ 
GUIS' to rnankindv For if' God be the fole 
ageiQt of "our f^vation, to hiiti ic muft bd 
pwjiig if anyfinil^ periflieth :: Arid if mofal 
Sfiftue he* yakiy the Sood-^tcs of vice may 
ht thrdwn!4)pw, tod -the^ w(»:ld. be over- 
wbdmcd^'W ith the driuga 

But if God be the fole author of our fat 
wHikin;'. «a«id -tf !hi3"-gcacc be^ an impulfive 
j^iflcipl^, which we canilot refift, thtn no 
^ul Ihall periih-^ forwe^are expreily told 

D4 that 
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^bat God iR not Ayjlling. xhdfi }fihy> (hmld 
periih, but .tjfeafe all ihould'CQoafe ^ tepcrit 
tance. If it; flwHikl' Jbe replied that (bme db 
perifli, nay that many. go on in thebroad 

way tO;deftru<5iiqn- then I anAycr^ that 

Go|d h^fr-^dttlie power.. tjf>. do ^^^hat he'ti 

willing^ to. dp. He ,i§. williijgubat none 

ihould perifh, ,^nd y^t yoii-fey thflt;:iomc 

do perifh, therefore ^tbere are fome whonn 

he has it not. in his power to favc. Now 

God is aril-powerful, cpnfi3q.u«ntly jbe- nwft 

have difpenfed with his power in thfttiire* 

fpedt by making the falvation of man con- 

ditional If wo accept not the mer^ifesof 

the gofpelon the terms that are offered to 

116, God himfelf caft do no more for us-^ 

God himfttf.-cahn6t ^ad- 'inGt)'*fifteM^y 

with hisowij luw^s.'BvefryjdtHbi^t'eifef tti^s 

fupfeme perftak^i muft b^ perfta^^--^JtfP 

tice And trWth^rehis •cflfeni!iar<^itiributts^ 

his juftice and his truth therefore tnuft* be 

pejfeft. . , , I ' t .-^n-. 'I 

founded ris.:rfiatofamttic^l/ doiSlMnr^^'qwHiftft 
reprefentfc tfefe puct "of Sodi^&5:aq {rrefiflifbfe 

. r principle^ 
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principle; adling uacondiiionally, and inr* 
pellingmea to felvatipn. yau.Jfic what 
diflioqour it woul|d bring ^pQath^ Deity^ 
\vhat difordcr aipongfl: mankind, :^pd .bow 
inconfiftcnt it is with theTacced wrkings. . 

If ther^eforc the grace of God ^e ^ ,coj> 
ditional, not an irrefiftibld principle,., it wilil, 
as I obferved before, be difpenfed Only ia 
f fufficient degree : Tha^t i^, it will effec- 
taally co-operate with our own endeavours 
in working put our falvation. . More than 
this we have no ,riglit ^o eype^ from the 
^ace of God; Infiniite wifdom will not do 
>vhat is not neceflfiry .to \)t dpn,e. The ex- 
traordinary inftuen^s of: the Spirit ai^C cieaf? 
ed, becaufe they, ar^ no jongcr requifitc^ 
therefore though many miracles roay. iba 
done by the intereeffion of departed faints, 
yet I jbeKfeve none of tKbfe faints, fueh I 
mean.aa icxiifted lince the apoftolie bra, did 
any miriaclfes!when:living?^. 

D 5 - Sfc 

* This is a very n^odeft defgrce ^( faitIi,for the. Fa- 
ther of a Cotivent : The Editor, for hri part, beKtves 
as much the living as the pofthumous szliracies of 
^ho^ Saints^ 
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St. Paul himfelf, in his firft epiftle to the 
converts at Corinth, tells them that the mi- 
racfulous power of the holy Spirit ftiould 
ceafej-but tliat charity, which was a mo- 
ral grace of Chriftians, Ihould Hill remain, 
in confequence of thofe ordinary difpenfati- 
6n6 of the Spirit, that Ihoujd continue with 
thecliurck'^ 

r • 

Whatever, therefore, appears to exceed 
thefe ordinary influences of grace, the rav- 
ing flights of en thufiafm, and the rage of 
fenatic zeal ; the fud^^n impulfes of devo- 
tional rapture, and the wild reveries of 
Tartuffian dreamers ; all thefe are the fruits 
of i^fahe imagination, and cannot proceed 
from that pure and peaceable Spirit which 
GOmf th from the father of lights, 

• - • ' ■* * 

I jpfhc office of that Spirit is to inform the 
fftind with a right fehfe of its duty, and to 
animate and encourage it in the difcharge of 
it^. In this light it is properly called by our 
Redeemer that Comforter wh'ch fhould lead 
lis into all tiriuh^ and teach us all things. 



' ^ 
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How much arc thefe offices niifreprefcht- 
cd by^ the followers of Calvin, and by en- 
thufiails ^f every denonunation ! What vifir 
onary communications, what fnggeftions of 
fick fancy have thofe delirious dreamers 
imputed to the Spirit of wiftloml as if 
God woifldy render vain that faculty of lea^ 
fon which' c^iaradterizes. man by his own 
image^.and^s if the enlightening Spirit of 
^race would rather. <^(cuFe tlnin illumine 
the uaderltandin^^ the& unthinking men 
have chargi^d^uppnr the operations of that 
Spiri^ the-mofte^iqt^av^ganteflStdts of wild 
infaqityp Under the influence of imaginary 
qalls ibi3]e> have preached^ and fome have 
jN'ophefiedi The mechanic has forfaken 
his awl, .and"^ his wife her diftaf]^ and with 
heads full of glorious vifions, togethtr they 
;:haye<iflued into the ftreets and highways to 
{^ibliiKthe everlafting go^K 

It wilt always be difficult for devout ig* 

norance to diftinguifliwbetween the fuggef- 

^ tionsx)f imagination,, and the influences of 

,the. divine Spirit. UnacCuftomed to ab- 

ilr^^ed thinking, or even to draw^conclu- 

fions 



1 
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fions from the mod Cimpli propofitions, the 
ignarant are iinabk tofofiii ^rtYj'^i'ds'^^t 
or tteatnmdde of mJtoiration/ Wnfclv (hoiilS 
be moft cbaliftcnt with tnc'wif3oiA'*of'*' pro- 
vidence. ' They cbnfidcir riot- that tt-maft 
be more agreeable to irrfiirite knowledge to 
invigorate the nobler fiaculty of reafon, and 
to-'^Hng -the paffions' iAt'6 ^ft^dftiqiij t'han 
fey fnflamiftg them to Xve^lifefl^hatrntidty^ 
land by fc> d6HTg to-^ut • darKnte For Sght, 
.Hence all Ihe Waking dTeai^.s *6ff bllritf^eii- 
chufiafm are cherifted and refpeftcdas the*^ 
aai&pring of grace ; '-aHd tbi riaiftafcen vifio- 
mry iafc*Ife€s td -the 'fiSHlbr oF^rcftW fuch. 
impulfes'&dd ^mmu'nic^'tioiw as^cotdld'bri 
exift ir^ inwnd \^hcrt rcafiih was impdtcht.: 

But the;de]u(ionsof irmocienft enthufiafih- 
WOV1I4 [hardly differ ve atfeetitfon^j wflre; fihriy 
not foro^times rppQdu(^i!»<;of[iC(}n£qu!raai$^ 
that rendered that epitbUfi^fiit ino'^loDg^r 
innocent. From the belief of divine im* 
pulfes thie flames of pferfecutioh j^iave^eea. 
lightedj, and the altars of fuperftirion have 
been adorned ;i tfie fangmnoiis 'have'-bfeea. 
•promptedito ihdulge nhdr natural tlfirft of 
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blood, and the gloomy Rave forfakcn the 
fdciety of human creatures, and inhibited: 
eaves and cells in ioTitary* fanSTty.. This 
Tpecrca xif religious retirement 1 Have ever 
condemned; D^y*ny objeftions do not af- 
fefft the conventual life, lu tii^re isgre^t 
difference between retiring lo a cave in vui^^ 
unfrequented d^fart^iand Entering iptp a re- 
ligious Tociety:*',/Mapyv mbr,e' than thefe 
have bech the ettedls of m'iffiaken impulfes. 
The tiiltory oF the church in every period 
abounds with them-. 

- . ¥et iiow -ealy i« It/ ujk)n' reff^ 
'guara*againft^hefedilbfioiitf['What'is tHe 
^hd of A^rtie ^rate ?Vlt is orilV <6 did us ih 
thd kiiowted^ and in the difcharge ©f our 
juty- Therefore whatever impulfchath 
bth^r t^dcricytb^n thefe,* it Canhoi'^e if 
•'teod J.^b€ediife-H; i^ Abt ^b^eifeli'^^htgWif- 

* Tfer'c ft^iiae^; at FathrfiRftndfib«rvesradif- 
• fetenct between* t^jefe .two fof t-6, ofr^j^ii^fpen't i but^jn 
the Editor's opinion, ^he difference , lies, only in.tbe 
".rtJotleV'f'it^^ey aW eqiiAfly rq)tign4btto tife: ^ter- 
i.tniftiiHops 9f »pfOBiJin4:cj:i«rliiofcKiis madQjibQ.whdte 
-iMral: duty ot mair.tp^nfift^in ^be^foci^ .qapa.city, ^ 
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dom, to do what is fuperfluous. A fufpci-- 
ency of his grace is. what alone he hath 
promifed us, iand what aI6ne.it is. confift«'»c 
with infinite' wifdom to giye: ^^^^^ ^he Fa- 
ther of lights ^Lxn^ nis creatures with: 
dream*" ••*'^ reveries?. Will he (poftwiili * 
their pallions^ deprefs and elevate^ .kiflame ^ 
and diftradl them?:WiJl he not rather at 
fift fuch as call upon him faithfully/ to bring ; 
thofe pailions into fubjedUonv and to cour 
firm in its proper enipire the nobler princi- - 
pie of reafon ? Is not fuch the mode of bpe-^*- 
ration that the alU wife Creator woiild^flign ^ 
to his aiTiftingStpirit?; Thf wiiHom that 
^ometb from abp>ne,.,we are told, ispA^iie 
and peaceable: Such wifdom is conge^nial^ 
with our reafon, , which, is a dear and fteady^ 
.prbcipl^j^^ an^f thjBrcfore^Jt muftaf^ ift^coo- 
. cur rcnce with that prinqigte,, ^^4csUl.jfs pf- - 
fe<^ cannot be repugnant to its conceptions.^ . 

Thus^ Q^nftanfi^, by^th^ information of- 
the revealed word/ and by the ufe of that ^ 
. reafon whiqh Gbid has given us that we. may 
be able to underftand hiis* will^* we^leam 
' thfe nature of fuch difp^f^tionSj 9is his wif- 

. dona^ 
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dom hath thought proper to communicate 
to us. 

• • • • 

I have extended my obfcrvations on this 
fubjeft further than you defircd, or might 
expedt, becaufe the do<5kine of grace is an 
important fubjed, and the right underftand- 
ing of it may not only preferve us from rn-* 
ny abfurditics and indeccnr»*» i" religious 
duty, but from ma*>T dangerous errors both 

in pradice ^'^ belief. When once the 

ji#«iiL gives itfelf up to blind fanaticifm, we 
caonqt tell to what attempts it may be fe-» 
diiced, or where the influences of unre* 
ilrained, and (what will almoft always be 
the confequence) of mi(clireAed pafliohs may 
lead us.-^ When the imagination tri- 
umphs over reafon, the ceconomy of the 
rnind is defiroyed; andcbnfufipn, with in- 
fanity in her rear, approaches^ and Ki^urpS 
the empire of the foul. 

May every miniftring fpirit of heaven 
guard the peace of my Conftantia \ May 
her piety be uniformly rational and calm ! 
May the incenfe of her dcvoiion rife from 

the 
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the altar of reafon, the voluntary iacrjlice 
of gratitude! May The ever know whorri 
flie worfhips, and remember that an intel- 
ledbial Being requiretfa ian intelle&ual ado- 
ration ! In every jaft . of Avorfhlp, and ^in every 
point of duty, may (he beconftantly fuppqrt- 
ed and diredted by the puce and peaceable 
of truth ! By that Spirit n^ay (he be^n-^ 
lightene&^rcr^u^ieiui thofe fiherrelatrons that , 
cxifl: between the Gf^tx^t^^nd the creature. , 
undiftinguifhcd by the -eye of::hi«n4n intelli^- 
gence, and learn from thence not only wv^j^.v 
is du^, but. w^hat is; acceptable to iGod. Un* 
der. every ucircumftance of li£^ may ihe be 
b^ppyineaie, or bontentedan refignation; 
9ad i when the. :flk)rt ; ilbrea4 of ^ life is /pun > , 
when jftiis . enters. upon the interitaflce of im- 
roortaUty^, raay ihe receive the fullnefe of 
tho(<t :ble0kg9 jwhidh Ir^Bntte Benea^lence 
hfs ia tcfervei&raltt)^ tha t :hoQour:bim. v . 

FRANCI& 
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L E T T ER VIII. 

.. CONSTANTIA tO ThEOPOSIUS. 

H;OW. beautiful docs the religion of 
t Chriftians appear, Mrhcn beheld with 
the eye of rcafon \: How amiable the bene* 
volent author of it! Surely, ray revered 
friend, there is a fecret delight in the in- 
veftigationof divine truths,, and the difco* 
VQTtf oi them affords the grea^ft of plea- 
fures. Ycmx moSt- obliging letter on thi 
fiib}e(3: of grace gave you, I prefume, no 
kfs fatisfadion in the writing, than it af- 
fprd'cd me in the peru&U ^d I think. I can 
difcern, in' the more animated pafl'ages of 
thaii 'letter, thofts pleating fenfatiotis you fdt 
when the light of religbus truth Ihone the 
cleared to your eye. If I am not miftaken 
in this, and if youi: plcafarc in writing that 
letter, were'eqiial to that which I found in 
^aJding 'it^ you 'have had a tetter 'reward 
thaii' iny- poor i:hanks can give' you; ' " • | 

Yoit have jiullificd the fclierae of provM 
denice in the difpenfation of grace againft 

every 



v^ 



[ (>e ] 

every objection that has been or 'can be 
brought dgainft it^- You have placed in a 
clear light the benevolent purpofes of the 
Father of mercies in that difpenfatioaj' who 
has made man dependent on him. for the 
^fliftanoe of-: his divineSpirit, onlybecaufe 
he has a delight to give it^^ and' becaufe it 
muft be the happinrefs and'X:omfort of hi^ 
creatures* to receive it* It pkinly:^ppearsp 
from your account ofit^ that the^ oecono-^ 
my.of grace interferes not with that freedom ' 
of will on which all moral gpodne& tnuft ' 
be founded^ ;and without whicfe -we could ^ 
neither be capable, of vtrtuenor vice, ,^ew 
tlier ontitled to rewards^ nor liable to puoifli^i^ 
ment. It appears that the moral^ency* 
of man may bbvexerciiedin tbeapplicatioor^ 
©f the divine graceV/^and that he iffat:liber-t 
ty either to apply or to^^ reject itv 

* With refpc€t to the degree in which it 
is difpenfed^ you have^ no doqbt, rightly 
obferved, that as God will notdpwl^tis 
unneceflary, no more; than a fiifiiciency of 
it will be granted to our prayers: And as 
to the mode of Its operation, it is furely con« 

fiftcnt 
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Ment with the wifdom that gave us reafon 
for our diieftion, to render by his grace 
the efforts of that reafon effectual, in Tub- 
Je£ting the pallions, and reducing them to 
the obedience of his holy laws. By a ratio- 
nal worfliip, you have obferved, in a former 
letter, that God is mod honoured; when, 
from a due and difpaflionate confideration of 
his benevolent works, we come, from a prin- 
ciple of gratitude, to offer him a reafonablc 
faciifice. This facrifice would indeed be no 
longer reafonable^ were we irrefiflibly im- 
pelled to offer it by the influences of a fii- 
pcrior agency : We (hould then be the in- 
ftruments of a worfhip paid to God, but 
we (hould not be the worlhippers ; and with 
what delight Ihduld the eternal wifdom look 
upon our facrifice, when confcious that it 
proceeded not from a voluntary difcharge 
of duty, but was the inevitable confequence 
of his own agency? With what propriety 
could he fay. Well done, thou good and 
faithful fervant, when he himfelf had been 
the agent, and the fervant no more than 
a machine in his hands? To fuppofe then 

that 
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that the divine grace is an irrefiftible prin- 
ciple, muft be to charge God foolifhly; 
and whatever reverence I have heretofore 
paid to thofe mifdeeming enthufiafts who 
hold this do(f\rine, I muft now rctradt it, . j 
and fhall, for the future, rather pity them ! 
Ks miftaken, than refpedithem as infpircd. 

But I will own to you, my.paternal fnend, 
that I fhould not fo eafily have become the. 
difciple of reafon^ had yoii miadc that fkcuU 
ty a dictator on itsown authority ;.,but Nvhen 
you only raafce it inftruniental in tfee applU 
cation . of truths revealed^ as that- ia^ un* 
doubtedly, the puppofe for which it was- 
given us, I cannot but agree with . you in 
every -conclufion you have; ruade. 

How (hall r thaflk yoi| for the repeated 
inflances of your care and : kindnefe, for 
Ihofe ardent wiflies that glow in the laft. 

page of your letter^ thofe prayerp for 

your Cpnftantia's happinefs and . fs^fety ? O^ 
may they be heard.attl19.throne.pf .ever- 
lading^; 
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lading mercy ! and rife not unaccompanied 
with thofe tlaily of&rings which (he de- 
lights in making for the prefervation of her 
friend. Adieu! 
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L E T T E R IX. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

AS you were not difplcafcd with my acr 
count of the difpenfation of grace, I 
will now give you nny thoughts on a duty, to 
the due difcharge of which that diipenlation 
is promifed. I have obferved before, that, 
were the grace of God an unconditional 
and irrefiftible principle, our prayers would 
be vain. Had the almighty providence 
formed an irreverfible decree with relpe£t 
to our falvation, or were he totally unin- 
fluenced by any thing that we (hould 
do in order to obtain the aid of his facred 
Spirit, our adls of devotion would be as 
abfurd as every other aft of duty would be 
fuperfluous. Yet there are many. Con* 
ilantia, who hold this dodrine : Becaufe 
the Chriftian covenant is called the covenant 
of grace, they annihilate the moral agency 
of man, and reprefent him as entirely paf* 
five in the accomplifliment of his falvation. 
I have fufEciently expofed the errors of this 

unfcriptural 
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.unfcripturddoftrine, and (hall therefore 
proceed to confider prayer as one of the 
. means of graice. 

J: • ;. ' * ' 

Qur Saviour -himfelf, who died for our 
.fins, iad rofe, again' for our juftification, 
, (that la^for .out ^deliverance from eternal 
: deatb f for the^ wi>rd juftification, ia the 
: fkcred writings^^r^enerally fignifies delive- 
^ ranqe, and in tbatfenfe I underfland it in 
this paflage) our Saviour himfelf, I fay, 
, y^hofe nierita with the Father were the pri- 
8iary<raeans.t)f procuring us this grace, ex- 
pKfsly ddnvinceth us that it is to be obtain* 
ed by . ptiayer, .» For in the firft place, this 
, ViiS the method .by which he propofed to 
. obtain- it for us ^I will pray to the Fa- 
ther, j&ya he, and he will fend you another 
Comforter, who ^all abide with you al- 
'ways ;v Ajnd ia the next place, he aiTures his 
. 4ifciples that his heavenly Father will give 
his holy Spirit to them that alk it. The 
paffage is exprefs to the purpofe. *^ I fay 
unto you, aik and it (hall be given you, 
i^kiand^'yttu ihalllind, knock: and it fliall 
\» JOpehftd \into you; FoJ- «very - 6ne thkt 

aficeth 
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afketh receiveth, and he that fcefeeth fiiid- 
eth. and to him that knocketh it (hall be 
opened. Which of you, being « f^ther^ 
if his fon (hall a(k bread, will give him a 
ftone ? Or if a fi(h, will he for a fiih give 
himti ferpent?. Nay and if he (hould alk an 
egg, will he- giycjiitrn 'a foorpidni! Kye, 
thfejn, bejag-eyilii kriotvitbowto give, ^j^ood 
gifts tP y^f chydrco, )hov«F ^much htther 
(hall your F4tb«r^ who is ih hisaven, give 
the holy Spirit to them that a(k him?" 
The pains that the divijae Teaiomn* - hath 
taken 'to convince his di(ci^l^'ii^n':ih4S 
point of faiths are very [mmarkabte.; He 
firft cominsiandEi or laither exbdrm ^herh to 
offer their priry^^s to God ; then for their 
encour^emeiyt he aUtires therti that fuch 
pia^rsaare Hcsu^d aTidghrmedt^ and after- 
viiard^for their coRYidiidn^ 4ii rnfe? 1^ >ai:i •i:in<» 
deiiiadbde condufion frmn <ar parity df reafon» 
Thus there rennains no doubt, that as the 
mediatidia 6f Chrift is tb^ primary, fo prayer 
is die (fecondfary ttieand of grace. ^ : 

, • • . » ♦•. r f -. . ■ ' I r- * ' 

! i • 1,1 J '. J . . . t ' • . .. . ^ 1 J \ 

ftwjijt fl»allwepray?t — rrrWlwewftl^l '^m^ 
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vwe come befbre the Lord, and humbfe 

-our felvcs- before itbc high; God? Is not, it 

-niay be aflccd,' that form of prayer which 

our.:SaviG^r taught bis diiciples, compre* 

'henfive df all oor wants^ and. fufitcient for 

the Chrtilian 4hurch in .4til '^ges ? Should 

thi^ quelftioi). be put, i^ould imfwer in the 

;<negative, The pra^ ^wibioh tOur Saviour ^ 

taught hiadii^fples^kMSiiai^fetnporacy foritt 

-The redemption cif ^matt}oiwd> was. riot tlien 

^cc(»npliito^4 iiUie^^eiM <£f grace wete 

not effectuated. STheSaviour of the worM 

was not afcended^into lieaven, and .till that 

4ircen(ion, rbe^:ComfOlrte<f, i^ihe Spirit of 

truth, vae^^^ee granted to flie churchy If 

4 go notaway, Ays be,icthe (Dprmlbrter wi8 

>not conae'qnto-yowjibut if^iigo away; I 

will iend him untoyou. It is not probably 

^erefore, that heihoiild teach hia difciples 

-^O' pray forithat,graceiwh]ch/iva^ not yet 

.attainable, nor^poininiiimca^d, exeept in 

^n efpecial manner. Sdme cuining inter- 

pretets have, indeed, fuppoied that the 

meaning of " thy kingdom come," in the 

.prayer above-mentioned, . is metaphorical, 

and that theindmince'df^^ace is thereby 

' £ fignified^ 
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fignificd ; but I would aik thcfc men, 
whether it be probable that th& wife au- 
thor of our falvation fliould. teach his dtf« 
4:iples to exprefs fo .important a petition by 
a (brained metaphor i---Whether he who 
taught them plainly to fay 'Sgive us this day 
our daily bread," would not, if it had then 
been proper, have taught them as plainly to 
fay, " give us the.grace of ihy holy! Spirit," 
or to have expre&d ihemfelves an Xome 
other form of worda^as} (Clears iindjasmuch 
to the purpofe. jHad tht words, ihy king- 
dom come, no ijgnification . that -, was Jite- 
rally obvious, Jthey v;might. as well have 
)i>eeQ wrefted.taotte fenfeas tQ.anQiher) 
bujt the ktc^dom of. God was an txpteffion 
familiar to the iBiata of the djiciples, and to 
them it required no comment. They .knew 
that it meant the evangelical kingdom, of 
the Mefiiah*. ;In /this ienfe that petition 
fliil retains its original propriety,;^ the 
•Meffiah's kingdom is .not yet .compjete. 
Another argument that this fprm Of prayer 
was temporary and is. now in&i(ficient, is 
this, that the appftles made ufe of other 
prayers, — To prdve?this it is not neceflary 

to 
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to adduce a fmgle inflance, becaufe num- 
bers offer themfelves. 

Neither is it ncceflary for me to inftrudk 
you, Conftantia, ia what words you fhould 
pray for the alfiftance of the divine Spirit; 
Eloquence is in nowife eflential to prayer; 
it may be neceflary for the perfualion of 
men» but God fetteth it at naught. Let 
us not think that we Ihall be heard the 
fboner for our much fpeaking, nor yet for 
the elegance of our expreffion. If we pray 
by a fet form, let the language of it be art- 
iefs and unajf&£ted, and in that refpedt re-* 
femble the fmglenefs or fimplicity of heart, 
^ivith which we fhould offer it to the all- 
knowing Wifdom. I would readily give 
you fuch a form as I fpeak of, but the 
church alloweth not a private ecclefiaflic 
to compofe and communicate a form of 
prayer. For you, however, whole under- 
{landing is clear, and whofe memory is re- 
tentive, who digefl your thoughts with 
propriety, and exprefs them with cafe, 
fcarce any form of private devotion is ne- 
ccffary, 

* E % With 
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With regard to the fpirit and mariner 
wherewith we ought to approach the eter- 
nal Providence, we cannot be too attentive 
to fo important a circuniftance. We 
(hould endeavour as much as poffible, to be 
ferene and recolledled. Before we addrefe 
that Almighty Being, we fliould meditate 
a moment on his fublime perfecJlions, and 
fill our minds with the idea of his glorious 
iattributes. But rather let us .contemplate 
him in his benevolent, than in his juridical 
capacity. We ought indeed never to be 
without the idea of the latter, but the firfl: 
Ihould always have the leading influence 
on our minds. Our heavenly Father treat- 
cth us not as fervants, but as (bns; bur 
a<fts of obedience, therefore, to him fhould 
be purely filial. -He delights not in the 
proftration of fer vile fear, but in the chear- 
fulworlhip of reverential gratitude. Let us 
not approach him with the cries and lamen- 
tations of Moloch*s worfhippers, nor with 
the felf caftigation of the votaties of Baal. 
Yet, on this as well as on every other occa- 
■fion, let us remember the vaft diflance be- 
itween fallen man and his Creator ; let us 

confider 



[ 77 ] 
confider that our God, though' feated on 
the throne of evferlafting mercy, is an of- 
ftended Being, whofe lafwsAvc have broken, 
and to wrhofe favour we have forfeited our 
natural right; Thefe reftsdlions will make 
irs approach hfim with th^t humble and de- 
pendent fpirir,« which muft bicGOmc a frail 
and erring creature, in the prefence of its 
^mighty and all-perfeft judge. 

Let ttic incen(e we offer him l?e the pure 
and undiilembled devojtion of the heart, 
liset u^ avoid the Fharifaicaroftentation of 
b>ng prayers: Our n:ioral and religious, as 
well as our natural wants, may be expref- 
fed in few wor^s, that God is not flow to 
Hear. One penitential f^h, one humble 
acknowledgment, will find its way to hea- 
ven. One earned petition for the divina 
afliftance, one fincere expreflion of grati- 
tude, will be as cflfcdtual as a thoufand re- 
petitions. DifFufe and declamatory prayer 
is a mark of fanaticifm, the bold and ex- 
travagant efFufion of holy impudence. Shall 
we think that the Divine Wjfdom is to be 
courted by much fpeaking? Is it neceflary 

E 3 that 
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that the fincierc of heart (hould weary Hea- 
ven with long importunity ? Would not 
this be to fuppofe that God is hard to be 
intreated, or that his ear is obllrudkd, and 
cannot hear? Hjw brief is that temporary 
form of prayer which our Saviour taught 
his difciples ! Does that form contain one 
fuperfluous word, or one mere collateral 
or unimportant thought ? Is the imagina- 
tion indulged in vain defcriptions, or are 
the palTions rouzed to eager imprecations ? 
As if the divine author of it had forefeen 
the^ idle prolixity of thofe ranting prayers 
which fhould be ufed in future ages of the 
church, he has in the above mentioned 
form been remarkably concife. There id 
not, perhaps, in any language, an inftance 
of compofition where fo much is expreiled 
in fo few wbrds. 

It muft be owned, however, that to ex- 
prefs our thoughts with brevity and preci- 
fion, muft be the cfFedt of literary Ikill with 
us, as it was of divine knowledge with 
the author of the difciples' prayer. But 
from the brevity of that prayer we may 

learn, 
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lea^n/ wftdt way be ofmofc gfcfteral iife, to 
fty nothing to God that is unneceffary. If 
we look into many of our modern forms of 
prayer^' pkflitfutarfy fvidi as have beer> 
compofed' By Chriflians for/ their private 
ufe, and afterwards-printed for the fervice 
of the public,, we. (hall- find that this pre- 
cept has been v^y much-negledled. With 
aprofufion of felf-ab^fmgexprcffionsj part- 
ly taken from the faered writing?, and 
panlytbe coiflags of tlieir own imaginati- 
ens^ in fome fuch 11 rain as the following, 
they generally, fet forwaidi^ 

^ Hear nie, rrioS, gracious,' and' moff 
merciful Lord God, hear me. Father of 
heaven and earth, light and darknefs, day 
andnigtit, great Creator of all things, hear 
the meaneft of thy creatures. Lord, I am 
a worm,, and no man. lam worfe than 
the vileft of thy creatures. I am nothing 
but wounds and bruifes, and putrifying 
fores : From the crown of my head td the 
fole of my foot, there is no whole part in 
me. I have been wicked, Lord, very wicked. 
Oh the blacknefs of my fins ! they cry out 
for vengeance againft me, &c." 

E 4 Such 



Such ia the nature oClh0fi^raFid(>g, im^ 
proper and incoherent prayers which are 
daily offered up in the clofclsiof miny pi- 
ws Chriftiansi . Ab if t h^,y wiQ\)W ipafce a 
merit of their fcffiabafeiEnedf^ thfey are loud 
in complaining of themfcives . as the worlfe 
of creatures. This is a burlcfquc upcHi 
Cbriftian humility. I have known a pious. 
}ady, whofe life was* one continued fcene- 
©f devc>iioD, daily repeat thefe humiliating; 
lines, when Ihe ofFcfed up her prayets to>* 
the Father of tmth and wifdom. 0tir^ 
Saviour's approbation of tire PiibBcan'ft^ 
prayer affords no argument in favour of 
thefe. The Publican was fuppofed to T>e 
really a finnei", not in the ordinary but in. 
the extraordinary fcnfe of the word ; yet 
^ven he m^kes no parade of iiiimiKation. 
He, though a Publican, does not call him- 
felf the word of men, but faith fimply„. 
** God be merciful to n>e a finner./' This 
wasallthafi hefaid, and all that it was nc- 
Ccflaryfor him to fay,. 

Thefe overrabafing forms of prayer are:: 

hot only impfpper for/ the Chriftian whor. 

. . " " r ' -^ leads':^ 
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leads a regular life, but muft likewife be 
repugnant to his confcience, and obnoxi- 
ous to bis fincetity. It is impbflible that, 
while he is fenfible of his good difpofition, 
and endeavours to live according to the di- 
vine laws, he ftiould believe himfelf to be 
the wicked wretch that Uis prayers reprcr 
fent hina-r . 

I hav-e yet one objecftfon more to thefe^ 
humiliating rants, thefe efFufions of fena- 
ticifm. They are not only improper for 
the good man,. bVit unnecefiary for the fm- 
lier — at leaflr on the part of God they are 
unneceffary : For^ oiF God can it be fup- 
pofed, that he is i^oranraf our condu^ 
and muft learn it from a multitude of felf- 
abaling words ?' Or fhall we think that he 
delights in thc^ fircquent; mention 'of that 
wickednefs, . the praftice of which offended* 
him ? :Or may we believe tlkt he will be: 
prevailed upon by the loudncft of tautolo- 
gical exclamation ?^If thefe things are not 
to be fuppofed, we (hall conclude thit 
thefe harangues of felf-abafement are \m^ 
jiceeffary with refpedl^o God, and that it 

E 5 will- 
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will be more proper as well as more moded^ 
for the finner to ufe the brief acknowledg- 
ment of the Publican. 

Long and loud confeffions of fin before 
God, are always a mark of a weak under- 
ftanding; nay, I have known fome ec- 
clefiaftics fo extremely injudicious as to rer- 
vcommend this pradice in private devotion, 
and fo weak as to advife us, in our addreP 
fes to God to mention particularly the leve- 
ral fins we have been guilty of. Is not tbis^ 
to fuppofe that God is even fuch a one as 
ourfelves ? Or is it not to conceive yet 
more meanly of him ?When a perfon is 
difpofed to afe forgivenefs of thofe whom 
he has offended, and to acknowledge his 
faults, would a generous mind, be delighted 
with the recapitulation of them ? Would it 
. not rather be painful to a generous mind?' 
And fhall we dare to think that man is* 
poffeffed of greater generofity, or more 
enlarged conceptions^., than that infinite 
Being from whom he derives both ? Why 
then, ye fclf-abafing finners, will ye weary 

God 



God wit^ your miftajccn prayers? Why 
will ye offer to thedivine^ar what it de- 
lighted not to hear ? Can ye not be hum- 
ble without importuning heaven with your 
adls of humility ? Is not this a fgecies^ of 
eye fervicC' ?. . 

Let us confider the parable of' the pro^ 
digal Ton, which may in {bmemeafure be 
looked upon as a for m of repen tance. He 
had meditated^ we are.told^ a fliort fpeech^ 
of acknowledgments ** Father, I have fin- 
ned againil heaven«. and in thy fight, and 
am no longer worthy to be called thy ion v 
make me as^ one of thy hired fervants-" 
This confelfion he meditated, and this was* 
as brief, for the Qircumibancas,,a$ the prayer 
of the Publican. But what do we find the fe* 
quel of the ftory ?. We find, that this ftiort 
fpcf^h was rendered Aill fliorter, by the 
omiflion of the lad Qlaufe. The penitent fon^ 
after he had met with fuch a gracious recep- 
tion froni :biis;rfath^r,.|>rf>b|i^l;)]y concluded^ 
thatj fuc^arhwnjiiaiingfpvertiiris would give^ 
him pain^T— or if he were about to make 

it>> 
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It, the father laterrupted him, by calHng^: 
to his feryants, and ordering tKe beft rbbes. 
©bfervey tny Cdtittaiiti^'' the- ikill of the 
facred pataboKft^'^m' thfs T^ace?^ 'And the 
fon faid unto him^ Father^ \ have finned 
againft heaven, and iti thy fight^ and no 
longer am worthy to be called; thy fon.— ^ 
But the father (aid untp hisfervants, bring , 
forth the prime robe, and piit it upon hira. 
Is not the omiflTon of the laft claufe in the 
premeditated ipeech,^fter fuch a reception,, 
remarkably beautij^iT.^ When this is con- 
fidered, dbea it appear in thp leaft proba- 
ble thartiie father 'Ihof(}d either expedt, or 
take delight h>..detdil of. nisfon^s fpHieSri 
^nd vices? 

« 
• A« an aft*ofifepentanc^, ^ith reifpeft/tb j 

* God; fuch a'd^taifcartnot be neceffaty : I^dr 
\vhkt is repentanbc, W>* r^lincjullhtrteat : 
of fins, from d ibnvf(Sibif tWat^ they ?iavt 

.- offe$nded the judge of the world ? 

r . . ■• 

> . I. . • • • . . . 

I hdw tiSd more^ort *this circiSfttMnde - 
tlwo I at firftiiatcndcd,;' ttn* i)ofllfeiy niore 
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^"an you^ may think the importance of It 
^required -.But let it be remembered, that 
nothiiig.:i$ unimportant that relates to the 
worftiipof God, and that be wha contri- 
butes ^any thing to rcdify.that worfliipi la-.^ 
bours not idly iii the ferviee of religion. 

For this reafoB, you^wilfef^ivout me with 
^ur attention, . while L point out fome 
other errc»r$ ^tet Lhave ol^erved in forms 
of devotion. Arn w^ thefe are impertinent 
expreffipps, fucKas have no immediate re- 
lation either to the ,genctralvorj particular 
purpofes of prayer \ fuch as are introduced 
merely, far parade^' or fuch as^ have no 
other end; tfaaa to fiil the harmony^ of a 
period, or to form the fide of a» antithefis. 
Of tbefe-I 'GOuld{)rodiice many bilafices, 
fromiaimoft every fdrm^ pray er, wj^t her 
public iorj^rivatev ftmi profu^ expatiat^- 
I ons «on t4ie ^paft^and pr4sf^>t w^rksof God,' 
^md from fu^^rfiaou^ details of our ccmduft 
towards him- when with careful minute- 
; nef$ w>e i0fbr<m him of circumihinces which 
. hiL,knaws.ibeiier thaa ourielved. 

Neither^ 
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Neither can I approve of thofe. devout 
rhapfodies^ thofe fporiings of zeal^.that holy 
dalliance with Gpd^ which fwell!themoriv- 
ing and evening devotions^ of 'many pious^ 
Chriftians; Thefe defukory ef&Cbns are 
inconfiflent with that reverence which is* 
due to an Almighty Bdng; 

tx- In Ihort : Let us, when we pray, be ma- 
deft, humble, calm, and recollected ; and* 
let our formsof prayer be chafte, fubdued,, 
tfoncife and pertment. 

When we approach the Almighty, let 
us not borrow our ideas of him from hu- 
man chara&eriftics : Let us remember, that 
bis ways are not our ways, neither are bis - 
thoughts our thoughts .;T-^tbatas^ much as^- 
heaven is highes th^n the earthy, ib. ;much 
are his waya.- higher than > qih: w^ya^ ;and- 
his thoughts than our thoughts. This re- 
flection will at* all times teach. us a becom- 
ing reverence for pur glorious. Creator ; and 
particularly in our addrefles to him^. U will 
fiiggeft to us the impropriety of vain andv 

imper- 



i: 87 ] 

impertinent declamation, of theeftentatious 
efTufions of holy impudence, and impor- 
tunate familiarities of forward zeal» 

Adieu ! my Conftantia. May you offer 
vp your prayers in an ucceptable time J 

FRANCIS, 



I- ET- 



f ff8 J; 

E E T T E R X; 

Constant I A to Theodosivs. 

YOUR letters dtfpleare me, my paten- 
nal friend,, they make me difpleafed 
with myfel.E Every page is a mirror that 
refledts fome circumftance of folly or igno- 
rande^on toy paft conduA. When I com- 
pare my opinions and my pradice with^ 
thoie which you recommend, I am mortifi- 
ed with beholding fomc c(fential difference* 
—But go on^dear^. cruel inftruder, go- 
on to humble the proud heart of your Con- 

ftantia Mafc^her fee ift yet. many more 

ijiflances what a weak^ ignorant, Ihort^ 
fighted creature fhe is. 

But indeed you ought to conquer that va- 
nity, which in former days you contributed > 
to ftrengthen ; when too prodigal of ^ com- 
pliment, you would over-rate the talents of ^ 
your Conftantia; and, in the humility of* 
tender afFedtion, would profefs yourfelf her ^ 

gwpil I Be patient, and indulge me You 

naker^ 



cnake tnc fenfible q£ my.weaKncfirr I am^ 
3Jet a woman, an^- muft, complain ; I wilf 
have my revenge, and convince you oPyoitr 
errors. Do I nqt owe much of my pride 
9nd vanity to you ?: Did you not in the days 
pf fla^tteringj love, cheriili and; (hpport thofe 
unfer.viceable foifbles? Having,no other am- 
bition than to pleafe Theodofius, if he ap- 
peared farisfied> with my accompliflimenis,^ 
l thought them fufficient : If he praifed my 
talents, I believ^. them to be great} and 
was indiflferent: about new acq.uifitions of. 
knowledge. Thus, my friend, I bring a^^ 
heavy charge again ft you, and impute to 
jou, in fome meafure^. my pride and igno- 
rance. Thus it is^, that while your letters 
convince me of the latter^ I graii% the firft 
by a flattering excufe. Poor. GonftantiaJ' 
bow much of human weaknefs doft thoa. 
yet retain ! 

You have mueh to do, my venerable 

guide, much to do before you (hall have 

ncndcred your pupil as wife and as good as 

file ought to be. . 

Wha«t 
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What means this uneafinefs that hangs 
upon my heart? Surely your letter, youf 
valuable letter, could not caufe it. Ani 
yet I think, I had lefs pleafiire from it than 
from any other that you have written to 
me. Was it becaufe you- have not fb often 
appealed to me by the endearing" name oP 
your Conftantia? To you $ my, cGnfeffor^ 
my guide, and friend, lean open all my 
weaknefs. What means this uneafincft 
that hangs upon my heart ? 



eOR&T ANCE 
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LETTER XI. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

AMIABLE tendernefs! Dear Conftan- 
tia! fet your heart at eafe. Exert 
your reafon-, tax your fortitude ; call forth 
I he nobler faculties of your mind, and 
charge them to aflert their empire over the 
wayward paffions. 

While we are jn this ftate of being, we 
muft encounter difficulties, and ftruggle 
with uneafinefs. The heart will often be 
diflatisfied we know not why, and reafon 
will ftand an idle fpedlator, as if uncor^fcr- 
ous of its power. In fuch cafes it ought to 
be awakened from its lethargy, and re- 
minded of the tafk to which it is appointed. 
It Ihould be informed ot the high office it 
bears in the oeconomy of the foul, and be 
made acquainted with the infidious vigi- 
lance of its enemies. 

e 1 

But while we languidi under the uneafi- 
ncfs of difcontent, we cannot take a more 

efFcdtual 
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cffeAual method to recover our peace,, ^han 
toconfider the infignificancy of every paffion 
that centers, and purfuit that terminates^ 
here. Suppofe our earthly aims were dt-^ 
reAed to their objedt by the favouring gale 
of fortune; fuppofe our purfuits fliouJd be 
crowned with all the fuccefs that flattering 
hope afligns them, yet— vain, changeable, 
and impotent as we are, the fucecfs would" 
not be worth a moment's triumph. While 
the heart turns upon an earthly axis, like 
the perifhable ball that iir loves, it will be 
varioufly affedted by omivard^ influences, - 
Somctirnes it will bear the fruits ofgladnefs,^ 
and fometimes be the barren dcfert of me-j 
lancholy ; one wJiile ifwill be exhilarated 
by the funfliine of pleafure,:. and again it 
will languiiTi in the gloom of- difcon tent.- 
The caufe of this is,- not only that the hu- 
man heart is- ill itfelf changeable and un- 
certain,, deriving it^ fenfatlons from conftir 
tutional influencesy but that the obje<5\s, if 
they are earthly objcdts, on which it de^ 
pends for happinefs^ are liable to variatioa 
and. decays . 
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• Mcnct arifes the fuperiority of religious 
■^Jews. When, our hopes of happihefs are 
dfixed on one certain event; one event 
which, though remote, cannot be altered 
by mortal contingencies, the heart has 
an invariable foundation whereon it may 
*reft. Without this refting place, we ftiould 
.be toffed 10 rfnd fro with eveijy wind of fop^ 
•tuiie, tbefj^t cff chancy, arid the dupes of 
.expeftatioH. To this Jmmoveable anchor 
-of the fod relijgion direftis us in the hopes 
of immortality. We know rfrom the uner- 
>ring ^otd of divine: revelation^ that we fhafl 
.^ft !m another 'ftite of being, after tfee 
iJiffolution of ihjs; and ' we are tonfirn1e4 
by evfeify benevme^t purpofe of providence 
Jn the belief that our futyre exiftence (hall 
^be infinitely happy, dn this glorious hope 
the interefts of a teipporary life are fwal- 
. lowed up and, loft. This hope, like the 
fcrpent of MofcSy devours the n^Qck phan- 
toms which are created by the magic of this 
worlcj, and at once (hews , the vanity of 
every ^artl^ly pjurfuit. 

Compared with this^ profpedt, my Con- 
ftantia, how poor, how barren would every 

fcene 
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fcene of mortal happinefe appear! How 
de(picable at the bcft — yet how liable to 
be deftroyed by every ftorm of adverfity! 
For, are we not expofed to a tboufaad ac- 
cidents, the mod trifling of which may be 
fufficient to break a fcheme of felicity? 
Let us confider thofe conditions that are al- 
moil univerfally defired, the dignity of the 
great, and the affluence of the rich. Are 
thefe above the reach of misfortune ? Arc 
they exempt from the importunities of care? 
Greatnefs is but the object of impertinence 
and envy, and riches create more wants 
thanthey are able to gratify. Should then 
our wiQies lead to, thefe, we ihould unavoid- 
ably be difappointed. The acquifition might 
for a while footh our vanity, but we fliould 
foon figh for theeafe of obfcurity, and envy 
the content of. thofe whom pride would caU 
purvaffals. 

V 

If wealth or grandeur then cannot afford 
us happinefs, wheYe (hall we feek it ? Is it 
to be found in the cell of the hermit ? or 
does it watch by the taper of felitary learn- 
ing ? Loves it the fociety of laughing mirth ? 

or 
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or does it afEbdt the pcnfivc pJeafurcs of 

meditation ? Is it only genuine in the cordi- 

.tlity of fnend(hip^ or in the lading tender* 

ncis of married, Jove ? Alas! my Conftan- 

tia, this train of alternatives will not do. 

: Should we fly from the troubles of fociety 

.to ilbme Jqnely hermitage, we fliould (bon 

figh for th^ Amufemcnts of the world we 

had quarrelled with. The (Irongeft mind 

could not long 'fupport the burthen of un- 

rpmipi^nicated * thought^ and the firmed: 

^ 'iieart woiuld languifh in the (lagnation of 

n^elancholy. 

Alk the folitary fcholar, if ever, in. his 
learned refearches. he beheld the retreat of 
: liappinefsTA.murement is all that he will pre- 
tend to — ^Amufement ! in queft of which 
the active powers of the mind are frequently 
ivorn out^ the uiid^rftanding enervated by 
^ iht affidiMtj^bf attention, arid the memory 
overburthened with uneflential ideas. 

Yet, poffibly, happinefi may mingle with 
ibciety, and fwell the acclamations of feftive 
mirlH; No-^the joy that dwells there can- 
not 



not be called happioeft; for the' hoife tJf 
mirth will vanifh,Vi^kJi the ^choofthe^vcA- 
ing> an4 eVcri, in 1augWt<ff "'the ht^h- is fad. 
,lf we.are^abie to/diffinguiih' the elegance of 
/cohveriation, jive iliall cftcii ]be' difgufted 
^with tlie !arrogance of pricje, of the imper- 
tinence of folly*; and if not, we, may be 
amij^fed indeed with the noife, but can ne- 
ver ufte die prle^fuV^ df fp€f6ty; ' ' 






A^hx^e'ToaGan have .we-' t^ lildpef' for ktft- 
eing happinefs frtjm tht engsigemcnts of 
friendihip, or , of lov^. tTbe ccjndition of 
human life is at bed lb uncertain, .that it. is 
eVeii dangerous to fQrm.any connexions that 
are dear. ' The tenSerriefe of Ipve, my Con- 
ftantia, opens Vhe h^art to mkny fuffering$, 
to many painfiilappf eherifions for the health 
and fafety of its objeft,. and many uneafy 
fenlatiohs both froni . real 4nd imafinnarv 
caufes. * It was frorh rthis- convidtion I told 
you, in the letter wherein I firft ditcovercd 
myfelf to you, "that, the Iqvc we have 
iiad for one another , will ^ake us more hap- 
py in its. dif^ppoiqtimei)ty thaaJ|:>could J^ 
done in its fuccefs." 

For 
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.pTor want of ^ botteri remedy to ik^k 

'••' • '. ■,;». I .''•1.. 

^^yils, the wifcjom «pf aocjent gbilolbphy; 
teadjetb;us. toi)ifira:bf^ve defiance /to th^ 

, aflaultf of ple^re and of painv This pro? 

, cept- it urges with wnremittiag auAerity.i 
without ipakiog any. ^ilo>Y;ance for particii-r 
lar teii|ipersi€^;,ciiFCup{)l^Q^^ vcithoutrip,^ 

ftf^npg-f^s^ hoyir tp ^^e^avA tp, the folidtati- 
qp^, of jpy orpic^iicii.h^w tQ defend the 
heart fr(;un. the inrpads qf Ibrrow, or, ta 
giiard agaioft the upfeeq ^^ti^erns of di^. 

But the tt\'t^xi^ti%r'immh i^^^i 

nobler and a.iafer refuge. With the exalted 

;hopes that this prefents to us, the fufferings 

of:^ pr^nt-tinie are not worthy to be 

compared, in thoie glorious hopes let us 

rbury every anxious thought, the uneafinefii 

•of difcontent, and the (blicitude of care* 

Let us not fink under our light afflidions, 

which are but for a moment. A very few 

years, perhaps a few months or days, may 

bring us into that ftate of being, where care 

and mifery perplex no more. Though we 

hajrepow our bed in darknefs, and our pil- 

\ F low 
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low on the thorn, yet the time drawefli 
nigh when we fhall tafte of life withont an- 
guifli, and enjoy the light without bitterncfs 
of foul. The night is far fpeht, my Con- 
ftantia, the day is at hand ; let us therefore 
gird up the loins of our inind, and be fo- 

ber -no longer diflipated or difturbed 

with the tfo^ihles of this wckild. We arc 
hourly hafting t6' that fcene^f exiftence, 
xv-here the wicked ceafe'ffqm troubling/and 
tvhcre the weary are at reft ; where hope 
(hall no more be pained with diftppoint- 
ment, and where th^ diftreflcs of time are 
forgot4n ihejoySrQf gternity. 

J . <; 
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LETTER XH. 

Constant! A to XHEODOSiUS. 

TT S it thus that you hope to reform your 
JL Conftantia? Do you think that you (hall 

^e able to cffeft this by letting her foibjes: 
pafs uncenfured, and conveying inftrudiioii 
to her in general terms i Alas ! how little 

^o you know of her petulant and capricious 
heart! It muft be correded with feveriiy, 

'and quieted by overbearing reproof. ] 

r • 

. At piefent, indeed, it isjfufficiently de- 
preft. Your obfervation^ op the folly and. 
vanity of expeding happinefs in this world 
came to me at a time, when painful ex* 
perience convinced me of their truth. 

After Thebdofiiis wis loft to me, I qon- 
trafted a friend(hip with an amiable and 
accompliftied lady, to whom my melan- 
choly and my misfortunes ferved only to 
endear me the more. Her good fenfe and 
her compaffidh fbothed and fupported me' 

F % under ' 
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tunder all my fufFerings. She left me not to 
the attacks of folitary difcontent, but aifi- 
duoufly diverted my mind by the eiForts of 
elegant humdur, polifhed fenfe, and inge- 
nious obfervation. As if (he had preferred 
the company of forjow to every focial a- 
mufement, even in that feafon of life when 
the heart oi health and peace is always gay, 
fhe never forfook me during the laft five un- 
happy years* Sheobferved with unwearied 
vigilance the hour, when melancholy appre- 
h^nfion was ' increafcd to the acutenefs of 
grief. She thea IbUovecd me into whatever 
privacy I fought; clafped me to. her faith- 
ful bofom, and if/ uhder the agorties of 
terror, and anguiflx, tears refufcd their affif- 
tance, (he folicited, and obtained them by 
her infeaious tendernefs. When, atlaft,! 
determined tb-tdke the* veil, and had ob. 
tained my fj^ther's confent tofprfake the 
world for ever, jier affe^u^ foIlQw/sdme in 
that final refolqtion. She waited only for a^; 
approaching.opportunity to fcttfe-h^r world, 
ly affairs, aftei* whiph (he in tended :to .have 
ipa^e qj^h of , bur , f^ftjerhpod, ^it^ have 
.! • paflcd 



ptoifcd the remaining part of her life with 
her Coiiftantia. 

Upon this event my heart repofcd. I 
ferefaw in this a fcene of happinefs that 
could not be equalled upon earth, and I 
flattered myfelf that it would be as laft* 
ing as my own life. How many pleaflng 
hours have I pafTed in meditating on the fu- 
ture felicity of our friendfliip! How often, 
in the luxury of imagination^ have I confi- 
dered our united prayers afcending more ac- 
ceptably to the throne of everlafting mercy! 
What joy did I promife myfelf, what impor- 
tance in the eye of friendlhip, by communi- 
cating to- my Sophia aH the inflru<5tions I 
had received from my Theodofms* 

Oh my friend ! my father ? thefe hopes 
are overthrown. Do I live to tell you by 
what means ? Sophia, my tender, my dear 
Sophia is no more. The uneafineft I ex- 
prefled in my laft proceeded probably in 
Ibme mcafure from my prc-fentiments of 

F 3 this 



this crael event. I am . now very mHe*- 
rabie, and in great need i of your patern;^ 
advice. 
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TMEODOSrinS to ^OKifAKTlA. 



L 




S tnic fncndfhip is one of the grcateft 
blellings of human Itfe, our Ibrrow 
for the Ipfs of friends is more excufable 
than mod of our complaints. But, though 
it njay be more venial^ it ij pot more r«a- 
fonaWe tfean apyrpther mode of mifery that 
has its, origin indifappointment. Did we 
think our friends immortal ? Did we not 
know, while we held them to our hearts, 
thai, we; were embracing the property of 
Degthi wh^ would fooner or later aflert 
his claims ; 

Our refigMtion to this as- well as to all 
other evils ought to be confirmed by re- 
fledting on the uhivetfal agency of provi* 
dence. 'T'he author of the book of Pfalma 
furnifties us with excellent dodtrine on this 
fubjedt. We have fcarce any where fuch 

F 4 ftriking- 
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ftriking pi£lures of Ifurriatnirifery as in that 
book. The royal writer has defcribed in 
the ftrongeft colours the diftrefics and per- 
plexities to which, :as men,, we^are fubjeftv. 
He has defcended to the private diffatisfac* 
lions of di^hwt,,9P4?fegc^\^m^^^ cir- 
cumftances of accidental calamity. Hence 
it is that his* writings are oP general ufe. 
Of the diftreflfes^ that d're incident to'otirlje-' 
ing though ' the profpeft be gloomy, it i»' 
heceffary we ffiould'obferveK j'asrlTe who 
miift ma4te his way thrpugtt'jiitfalsand pre-^ 
cipices, would chtifea plafn of the ^ road .he 
\^as^^ tbtraveK^l-'atHer thah^'.md^^ bitridly 
forward without knowledge ^Apd without 
caution./ ' 



Blrt- tfrfefe ai^e.jfiot' ^1 'fhiri4»fti^tMftfe^ 
^^^hichlhetfalmiftalBird^'USV' c^ai-eftl* 
dom prefen ted with an afflicting /proi[|)^ 
of life without being dire<fte.d to the m^juia 
of comfort. We are told that, .however 
great^ the caufes df our affli<Stion may bcL 
they are^fulbjeif^^tp tjie Wife dir^fSt[{ons of a 
Being benevolent to man, and that, tliQUgK 
htavinefs may endure for a Jiigjit, joy co- 

1 ' * mcth* 
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raeth in the morning. The dodtrine of an 
univerfal providence, which is the only 
Iburce of confolation under every (pecies of 
mifery, is aflerted tfirough this whole book 
with the greateft confidence of certainty, 

** Who IS like unto the Lord our God, . 
who hath his dwelling fo high, and yet hum- 
bleth himfelf to behold the things that are - 
in heaven and earth'?'* 

** THou (halt fhow us wonderful things 
in thy righteoufnefs, O God of our falvati- 
on ^ Thou that art the hope of all the ends 
of the earth, and of them that remain ia- 
the broad iea,^ 

** They alfo that dwell In the uttermoft 
parts of the world (hall attend to thy to- 
kens — ^Thou that makeft the out-goings of 
the morning, and the evening to praifc ; 
thee."" 

In thife belief bf the univerftr > agency' of 
providence the Pfalmifl places the remedy- 
o£ moral aiKl gaatural evilv 

F^5 f- « Should- . 
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" Should I find trouble and heavinefs, I 
will call upon the naihe of the Lord. O 
Lord, I bcfeech thee, deliver ipy foul! 

" The Lord preferveih the innocent : I 
was in mifery and he helped me. 

" The proud, O Lord, have had me ex- - 

ceedingly in derifion^ but I rcn^embered -. 

thy everlafting judgments, and rcceivedl 
comfort." ♦ 

The laft ftntiment ough^ to be engraven i 
upon the hearts .of all the. children of .afir.^ 
flidtion. 

Let us Teoiembcr that God is the fw- 
preme governor of the. univcrfe.; that un- 
der his diredtion is the whole fyftem of na- 
ture, by him animated, connected, fup- 
ported. Let us corifid^r that the agency, 
of man in this (yftem is only moral. The 
Oficonomy of life ist committed to him fo far 
219 it may ex^rcife. his moral, will. Bujc the 
events of his adtiop^ are finally , under the . 
^tcrminationof the Almighty. Were not 

be 
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he to direft the natural courfe of this world; 
even in thofe circumftances of it that are 
or may be afFedted by the moral power of 
man, order could no more be preferved in 
the uni\rerfe, than it could at firft refult 
from chance, or be formed by the diredli- 
on of fallibl<s beings^. 

Thisf eonfideradon, that the (upreme 
Power has in his own hands the oeconomy 
of the world, oug^t to engage our refigna* 
tion under every. cir^ujpiftance of life : For, 
Ihould we cjiyarrel with, the di(penfations of 
him who gave us being? iShould^we d\C^ 
pute the regulations of that^power^ ;whb has 
provided the means of this day's febCftence, , 
and without whofe favour and proteftion 
we could no longer exift ?. Is not he who 
made the world bed able* to gpyern it? 
Kas not he who gave us this.being a right- 
to lefume it ? ? 

What mean,.. then, the pangs of dilap- 
pDihtmbnt? What mean the languifliing 
complaints of for row ? The tears that flow 
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for burled virtue, and^the fighs that mourn 
for parted friendftiip; i: 

t 

But to thefe-queflSonsyoii wttt^fay that- 

others may be oppofed;^ You willalk if- 
thefe emotions, ought to be excluded from : 
the human heart, when they are evidently 
the efFeft of nature ? ' You will enquire 
whether the God of nature would plant af-' 
fissions: in bis creatures^ whiiph to ftifle : 
Wvuld \k a virtue i ■■ 

To thefe queftfens 1: would 'reply^ that- 
thofe affeAions for the pbjeifts of this world,- , 
which we have received with our beings , 
may be indulged j but under certain limi- 
tations. Let us : al^ay§ cpnflder the end ^ 
of fuch afFedtions. Certainly it could not: 
be to create us mifery, when thofe objefts , 
are nomore'j for that would be indirectly, 
to repine at the difpenfatiohs of him who ^ 
has removed them from us. 

The voice of nature will be heard, and { 
jauT^tearg will flow wjien our deareft con- 



neftions are broken. In this we only aft 
like men: But when forrow iskng indulged,^ 
itbecomesccimmal; for then we tamely give 
ourfelves up to thofc paffions which it is 
eur duty to reftrain^ and aft in petulant: 
c^pofition to the decrees..of providence. 

Huffman Vrfe mv& have many avenues to 
ibrrow and anxiety^ while we are concerned 
for the. welfare of thofe objeft^ which have 
engaged our aflfeftions, or the fuccefs of 
thofe ichemea on which all our wiidom haa 
been employed* The duty of reiignation^ .. 
therefore, like every other that is enjoined^ 
us^ is jcalculated to promote our own hapu 
lanefs^ When we remember the everlaft- 
iQg judgments of God^ \fje may reaionably 
be filled with comfort in all our tribulations. 

** It is the- Lord.: let him do wh^ feera- 
**- eth unto him good. It is the Lord, the 
*^ Lord God, merciful and gracious, flow. 
^^ to anger, abundant in goodnefs, and ia 
« tTAitb*.. 
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^*» Why fliould ye fayainto my foul, that 
** (he fliould.flce as a. bird unto the hill?' 
^ Behold the Lord, the. I^ord^ of Hofts is^ 
^ my refuge ;: the God of Jacob is on my. 
** right handv'^ 

Under fuch conftdencc as^thisr, wiilat have- 
tve to fear, and for what (houid we figh?^.' 
That misfortunes feem to counteract out 
fchemes of^ happincfsj and that the prof-* 
ppdls of hope are. clouded by difappoint* 
men t,, we might mourn indeed,- were this • 
the only.fccne of -our exiftence^ and were 
our views tcrminatcdby our.departure from 
it;. That haman knowledge is- often ina-* 
4equate to the.purpofes of life, and always 
imperfeft, would be a melancholy cdnfidera* 
tion, were it not attended with the profpedt 
of an exiftence, where knowledge as well aa 
happiriefs (hall flow from the fountain of in- 
fmite perfeaion. By this view we may ob. 
vtate the pangs .of difappointment, when 
prudence is defeated by thfe caprice of for* 
tone, and when the petulance of chance- 
llli&.made a jeft of fagacity. 
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This reflection might, one fhould thinkv, 
be fufficient to fet our hearts at* eafe with, 
refpedt to temporary misfortunes, but ftill" 
more powerful will be the motives to refig- 
nation, when we confider.tbat the Father ot. 
h'eaven has not only promifcd us a fafe re- 
treat at laft from our affli^dlions, but to fup-- 
gort us under tbem« 

** Thefe things have I faid unto you,, 
^ that in me ye might have Peace: in the. 
** world ye (hall have tribulation. 

" Are Dottwo'fjJarrows fold for a fer-i 
** thing? and oneof thcmfalleth not to the 
*^ ground without the permiflion ofmy Fa- 
** ther who is- in heaven. Arc not ye of; 
** more value than many fparrows ?. 

That man in the fyftemof'nature has a: 
peculiar regard ftewn Wm, it would be fu- . 
perfluous to obferve^ None of us carl be 
fo blind to the bounties-^we enjoys nor to the - 
eminent prerogatives by -which we are dif- 
tmguilhed. But I may infer tbit as the • 
fayour of the Almighty is (b evidently ieen - 

' jf ia. 
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m man, his confidence in him, under every 
drcumftance of life, ought to be in pro- 
portion. If he is diftinguiflied by the h'ght 
of reafon, he ought not furely to make that 
light an inftrument to cenfure the perfedi- 
on from which it flows — yet difcontent is au 
kind of cenfure on providence. 

Alas ! my dear Conftantia, how miftaken 
is the man, how much an enemy to hie own 
happinefs, who confidesnot in the meafures^. 
nor refigns to the difpenfations^of his Cre* 
ator I He robs himfelf. at once of that fbve- 
Tcign remedy of evil, reliance on a fuperi- 
or power. He is involved in calamities^ 
without .the alleviation of hope, and fubjeAi 
to misfortunes without redrefe 

But happy, above all names of happinefs, 
is he who with grateful humility fubmits to 
the determinations of God. The viciffi* 
tudes of fortune cannot diftrefs him. He -is 
fecure in the care of Almighty Goodne(s. 
Nature may Ihrink back frbm the ftroke 
of afHi£tion, but the confli^ that is fupport- 
ed by hope can neither b^ long norpainfu].' 
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" Why art thou fe» full jof heavinefs, O 
** my foul, and why art thou fo difquieied 
^ within roe? Xf'uft in God**' . 

The great objefl of his hope, the perfeft 
happinefsiof a fiiture ekiftence,. he knows^ 

cannot be very diftant that he has but 

to travel a few day^ longjef lilt tie r^ach the 
maafioii^of evetkfting reft, wh«re the rai- 
feries and deIuf}onsoFmortality.(haU vaniftr^ 
and fibrrow and n^ourning fliall dee away. 
Adie\}, my Coniftantia! Think c£ tbfife 
tewgs;^db^ b^py.: » 
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LETTER XTCr:. 

T»EODOSrUS tQ COKSTAN'TIA., 

* • ... 

/ 

WiTHOUT waiting any return t^ 
my laft, I once more fit down to 
write to yoiu I wouldnn (bmc meafure imi- 
tate that deaf and vaRiable friend you have 
lt>fl:, whofe affiduoiw tendemefe^ you fay, 
would never leavft you* to the attacks of fo^ 
Utary forrow. This-wae wifely done jwhea 
your grief had continued unreatbnably long,, 
but I am always of opinion that under the 
fir ft ftagcS' ofrforfow the rnind (houldbe left 
to itfclf J. and would our common rules per- 
mit me tO'Vifit youf I (hould. decline h till 
the violence of your grief fubfided- 

The objeftion, however, docs- not He wuKi 
the fame force againft writing to you. We 
can better bear the fentiments of our friends^ 
when they are not pcrfonally; witneflesto 
QW[. wealcnefs* . 

Mj 
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My defign at prcfeni is not to inffruft But 
to amufe you. Ltherefiwe fepd you poetry 
inftead of philolbphy,. or rather^ indeed^ 
philofophy harmonized ; for the fentimcn*- 
tal'pa^of the following compofrtioD is lar^: 
imd noble. 
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*. ^ GIFE thanks ufUa thf Lord, for he is good i 
for- bis morcy enduntbfor ever, 

Z. Let the- redeemed of the Lord fay fo, n;ohom he bath 
redeemed out of the band of the enemy, 

J. And gathered them out of the lands ^ from the eapt 
and from the ivefl^from the. nor thy.and from- 4be ' 
foutb, 

4, T!hey *wanderedinthe tsiildernefs, in a foUinrfuot^ j 

they found no city to dnvell tn^ 

5, Hungry and thizfty^ their foul fainied in tbom^ 

€. Then they cried^nto the Lbrdin their trouble, anS 
be.deimendhtbint'OUt of their drftrejfes. 

7. And be led them forth by the right way that they 
ntight gojo a city of habitation, 

8^ tbiit men nvould praife the Lord for his goodnefSf. 
and for his 'wonderful 'works to the children of 
men, 

^ For be fatisfieth the longing fouly and filletb tbi' 
hungry foul 'With goodnefs, 

l-Or 5uch as fit in darknefs and in thefbado'W of death f 
biing^ hound 'with affidion andiran,. 

u 
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YET once more wa(ke tfec ftrain-^f grajcfpl 
pralfe, 
To that eternal Power, whofe mercy fliines 
'0*er allHis works, immortal ! Let them wake 
The gratefiil ftriin once more»> thofe' happier fi>n|i# 
Whom hi$ hand reftued fxoro the hoftiie chg:iii 
Of old captiyijtyl/From ch'nies remote, 
.From the- firft opetiiflgs of the otient day. 
Prom Helper's .filver flpodgatcs, from, the -ftar 
ThatrfcootaJts pale rays o'er the fluvering north, 
,-Frx)m. Egypt's tyrant flioree, his parent voice 
Their featter'xitrm*s affemblcd. ^Lohg they ftrayl^d* 
Thro*, wild woods unfrequented ; long ; -nor Touted . 
City, or lafe abode j till nature funk 
>With meagre want oppreft, and the faint pulfe 
Of life beat weakly. Then with humble prayer 
To Heaven they turn'd repentant, nor unlieard. 
Eterpal Mercy led the wanderers for^ ' 

To habitable towns, and (afe abodes. 

• . ■• ' • 

O for the fpirit of cx^LU_cd pr^i&i 
To blazon, hi gh ^hofe. a£is of power divine, 
Thoie boundiefs^ mercies that embrace mankind! 
From him our.variou? appetites and powers, 
JMoral or fenfual, meet fupply derive. 

They, tbf ice unhappy! o'er^hofejoylersKcads 

Grim darkncf* hovers ; they wha londy dwell 

In dcatji's uncUearful fliade^ afflifted, bound 

In 
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23. T% that go {iowfi $4 ibefea in;^i^s, that dn iu- 
Jtntfr in great <uraiers i 

.24. The/e fee the ^orksof the Lord^ and bis 'pon- 
ders in fbe dsep^ 

»25. For ^ he cotmmandeth and ratfefh the liormj 'wind 
ifibich Ufteib up the loarves th^re^f. 

.26. ney mount up tfi,ihe^hka^my th^^g^do'Wn itgah 
to their depths : their /oai 4s mettid h'ecaufe jf 
,irmhh. : - 1 :.. 

27. They reei to and fio^ and fi agger Hketa drutduH 
man ; and, are at their suit^x fiHd* 

28. nen they cry unto-the Lord in ih^t th^le^, And 
he •deli<uer<jh them out of .their d^firttjfes.^ 

29. Jli^makiihihefiotfn U ^^i^ff4tbatth^ 'to^es 

thereof are ftiiL 

30. Then are thrfglad^ btctmfe theyhe quiets fit he 

hringe^h tbtm unto their defired ha<oefi, 

31. O'lhat men ivotild prhife tie Lord for his good- 
nefif and for his ^wonderful w^rksio the children 
of men! 

^ 3Z. Let them exalt htm dljh hi' the tof^'regection vf ibt' 
people^ and praife bitii in^ the affemhly of the *?- 
ders* 

53. H4 turneth fivers inh a wUd^fsmfii. ttnd ibe 

nuater-fpringsintodryg^iiawdt 

J4^ A fruitful land into harrerinefsy fir the 'wick" 
ednefs of them that dwell therein* 

35- 
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The bold adventurers on the ftormy trcAilb 
Of ocean, tenants of the wat*ry world, 
Mark in the mighty wafte of Teas and (kfes, 
Magftlficence divine. At his cammand 
The fv\rift vrind fweeps the billows ; up they rife 
Infuriate to the vnult of heaven, then down 
Precipitately fteep, difpartiJig, ope 
The vaft abyfs voracious. Ah ! where then, 
Weak mariners, your hopes ? Then the heart faints. 
From (ide to fide they run, they reel, they fall. 
Inebriate with confufion. Notrght rematDS 
But trembling prayer, the lail appeal to Heaven. 
Nor vain the lad appeal. Already, fee! 
The rapid <lorm fubfides, and the wave He^s. 
Alert withm th« merry failor's heart 
Spiings hope ; and foon he hails the welcome port* 

O for tbe i^irit of exalted praife. 

To blazon high thofe ads of power divine, 

Thole boundlefs mercies jdiat embrace unkind f 

From the full choir of undiftinguifh'd crowds. 
From Wlfctem's cho^n fynod, -etowu'd w^th yean^ 
To Himibr ever flow cdledtive pi'ailbl 

Where in wild fweetnefi rofe the (allying fpring, 
Where fpread the cepious river, where dlfplay'd 
The vale its verdant honours, barlen lies 
A dry wafte, mark of Heaven's avenging hand 
When facred Jvfiice fpoke the doom of guHt. 

G But 
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35. ,f{e turneth the vjildernefs into a /landing water f 
and dry ground into ^vater fprings. 

^6. And ther^ b$maketb' the hungry to d*w4llf-!ihat 
they might pr-epare a city for habitation, 

: }7* 4ndfQ*w the f elds % and plant. tfin^ard^, 'which 
may yield, fruits of increafe, 

3S. Hehleffeth them alfo^ fo that they are multiplied 
great ly^ andfufferith not their cattle to decreafe. 

39* ^g^i^ they are minijbed and br ought JonjDjbrough 
. • . oppreffiony affli&ion. and far row* 

40., He poureth contempt . upon princes^ and caufetb 
them to wander in the tuildernefSf where therf 
is no nuay, 

41. Tet fetteth he the poof an high from affliSion^ 
and maketlf him families like a flock. 

\Z.\fbe righteous Iball fee dtf and .rejoice i and all 
iniquity Jball flop her mouth, 

43. fVbo are wfe^ and will obfernfe thofe things^ 
e<uen theyjhall underfiandjbi lovingjiindn^fs ^ 
the Lord. 
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But lo! where once the dry wade barren lay^ 
*rhere in wild Iweetnefs flows the (allying fpring 
lliere fpreada the copious river, there difpiays 
The vale its verdant i»onours ;, hamlets fair» 
Rich harveds, blufhlng vineyards, golden fruits^ 
And flocks abundant, the long-famifliM fwaia . 
Beholds delighted. Heaven's peculiar care 
Are all afflidtion** children : When the yoke 
Of ftern opprefTion finks the weary heart» 
Periih the (lern opprefibrs ; low in duft» 
Low lies each princely head ; while guarded (afe 
As flocks repofing in their evening fold. 
The peafant fleeps in peace. O fight of joy 
To faithful Piety I of confcious pain» 
And keen convidion, to the heact of guilt ! 

This, this is Wifdom's lefToti to explore 
The a^ive fcheme of Providence ; to learn 
His love divine ; and| learning, to confide. 
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There is no employment (b delightful tQ; 
a devout mind as this attention to thcvifible 
admin iftration of providence. To, contem- 
plate the Creator of heaven and earth in the 
magnificence of his works, enlarges and 
elevates the foul lifts it above the im- 
pertinence of vulgar cares, and gives it a 
kind of heavenly pre-cxiftence, To.con- 
fider the benevolent purpoies for which he 
called forth this variety and multitude of 
beings that. comes under our cognizance, 
mud be a perpetual iburce of comfort. A 
rational creature^ that ia confeious of xleriv- 
ing its exiftence from a being of infinite 
goodpefi and pow^rv vc^nn^t piJopcdy en- 
tertain any profpeft but of • happiiiers. Hiy 
the impeffcdion of its nature it may fall in- 
to temporary evikjtbut thefe, cannot juftJy 
be the fubjedt of complaint, when we re- 
fleft that this very imperfe^ion was neceC- 
fary to a probatory life, and that without it> 
there could neither have been virtue, nor 
the rewards of virtue. Every -degree of 
excellence depends upon comparifon. Were 
there no deformity in the world, we (hould 
Ijave no diftindt ideas of beauty : Were 
there no poffibility of vice, there would be 
no fuch thing as virtue ^ and were life of 

man 



[ 125 ] 

man exempt from mifery, happ.inefs would 
be a term of which he couM not know the- 
meaning. . 

But I wander from my firft defign, which 
was not to philofophize. Be wife and hap-- 
py. Adieu! 
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L E T T E R XV! 

CoASTANTIA to ThEODOSICS. 

IF I coilid pronounce my heart to be per- 
feAly at eafe, you would have the on- 
ly reward you defire for your kind, your 
paternal care. But (hall I, on the contrary, 
avow my ingratitude? Shall I own that 
this obftinate, this petulant heart is not yet 
at reft? Could it oppofe itfelf to the united 
efforts of reafon and religion ? Would it 
neither be foothed by harmony, nor filenced 
by philofophy ? Vain, incorrigible heart ! 

Indeed, my venerable friend, I muft not 
diflemble with you ; I have not yet reco- 
vered my former peace* And yet, why ? 
I have the fame confidence in the admini- 
llration of providence. I believe as much 
in his goodnefs, as much in his wifdom. I 
attend, with the fame readinefs, on the du- 
ties of religion, and offer up my prayers 
with the fame affiance. I agree to every 
conclufion you have drawn either from mo- 
ral 
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n\ or religiousf argmnents; I acknowledge' 
thd propriety, the chity of refigtiaiion un- 
der every ciircumftkrlce of affliflion, and yet 
I am afflifted.- I fee the ablurdity of grief, 
yet I am grieved f What can I dd ttiore?-' 
ITubmit entirely to the difpenfatroiis 6f^pr<^-* 
vidence. My will'fubmits:' Ido nof^fli' 
t6 recall my departed friend ^to- life : But^ 
this fubmiilion does^iiot clear my heart of* 
fdrrovv; Surely " it has * fome ' cdnnedions^ 
which are not obedient to* thfe will, and^ 
from which it derives- involuntary pleafiite' 
or pain. Is not this^trtic ? • We experience 
h in all inftances of aflfedtion : -We are fen- 
fible of attachments we cannot account for; 
and as thbfe 'att^chindnts are facilitated or 
interrupted, We iare happy or miferable in- 
dependently ofreafon or the will. If thefc 
obfervatioris are founded upon truth and na- 
ture, I hope I (hall ftand' excufed both be- 
fore you, and at a higher tribunal, for thofe' 
tears that have fallen over the grave.of my 
Sophia. 

Think not that I implicitly give myfelf 
up" to the dominion of Sorrow. I have 

G 4 been 
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been too /well acquainted with her pot to 
know by what means her influence is in- 
cfe^fed or abated. I do not deepen the 
gbom of melancholy by foiitary refledtion ; 
I^.fe^k the focietyofthc fifterhood, and en- 
di^^vour to enter inio iheir amuiements, as 
vftW as to join their devotions. In thofe 
hours wh?n I muft necefiarily be -alone, if 
the uneafinefs of my heart hinders the ap- 
proach of fleep, 1 have recourfe to my 
hooks J till atlaft the wearinefe of attention 
prmraila over the force of fbrrow, and pro. , 
cttfcs me that reft, which the latter would 

have prevented.. . 

< 

}n the courfe of this reading I have met 
with many things on which I wanted to 
confult you, but moft of them have efcaped 
me. Some of thefe, however, I remem-^ 
ber. In a book of divinity, which, I fup- 
pofe, muft have been written by one of the 
herefy of Calvin, the author aflerts that 
" the Almighty has appointed a day of grace 
*' to every man, beyond which there can be 
*^ r^o rtmiflion of fin *^' I muft own I was 

ftartled 

'* Mr-nyof our mpdern Fanatics, Metbodifts, 
•lold this doiflrinc. 



^rtkd by this afiertion, as it feemed to me 
to be very confcquential. The following, I 
think were fome of the texts on which he 
founded this belief. 

** Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
" found; call ye upon him^ while he i? 
*^ near. 

•^ Oh, that thou hadft known, even thou, 
*^ m this thy day, the things that belong 
♦* unto thy peace! But now they are hicl 
" from thine eycsi. 

" Again, he limitetB a day,, faying, Ti> 
** day, if ye will he^ his voicey harden not 
^* your hearts.'* 

In another pattof his book, fie maintains 
^t it is knpoffible for thofe who fall into 
fin, after having once been converted, to 
repent, or to be favcd *. - This doArine 
Be fupports by the following paffage in the 
cpiftle to^ the Hebrews : 

** It 18 kapo&hlt for thofe who were once 
^ enlightened^, and have tafted cf the hea- 

G 5 M venly.^;^ 

• This U amothep doftrinc of Fanaticifin.^ 
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*^ venly gift, and were made partakers of 
** the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted the good 
** word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come ; if they Ihall tall away, 
to renew them agam unto repentance : 
*' feeing they crucify to themfdves the Sod 
•^ of God afrefli, and put him to opco 
** ihame/' 

To this paflage he adds another, feledted 
from the fame book, 

•^ If we fm willfully aft«r we have re- 
•• ceived the knowledge of the truth, there 
** rcmaineth no rhorfe facrifice for fms^ but 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment, 
and fiery indignation which (hall devour 
** the adverfaries. He that defpifed Mo- 
** fes's law died without mercy, under two 
•* or three witneffes. Of how much forer 
punilhment, fuppofe ye, (hall he be 
thought worthy, who hath troddeit im- 
•* der foot the Son of God, and hath count- 
•* ed the blood of the covenant, where- 
<* with he was fandified, an unholy tiding, 
** and hath done defpite to the Spirit of 
« grace r 

Imu<l 
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I mud own thefe texts appeared to me 
tb make very ftrongly for his argument ; 
and yet if thefe dodtrines were generally re- 
ceived, I think, they would open more a- 
venues to defpair ; for many Chriftians, I 
fear, muft have finned willfully after re- 
pentance and converfion. But, poflibly, I 
do not behold thefe Scriptures in a right 
point of view. Let me hope for your kind . 
inftruAions ; and pray for your 
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LETTER. XVT. 

TheODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

YOU do well to amufe yourfelf by 
books and company ; that amufemeDl 
\vyi divert your melancholy mar€ efFedtuat 
1y than any precepts of phifefphy. 

But what .fliall I fay to yoqr oontrovcdia]; 
ftudie§ ? Shall I praife you for wearying 
your eyes over the pages of Calviniftic 
dreamers? — —for honouring with your at- 
tention the groundlefe dodrines of narrow- 
fighted fanatics; who either from want of 
knowledge or of candour, or more proba* 

bly from want of both, have feized a limb 
of a text, and without attending either ta 
the writer's defign, or to the analogy of his 
reafoning, have founded upon the mere 
letter, doctrines that diflionour their God ? 

• Such and fo founded, are thofe you have 
mentioned. 

That God hath appointed a certain peri- 
od in the life of man, beyond which he will 

not 
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wl extend his grace to him, is a do£trin« 
vfhxch is fo far from having any foundation 
cither in reafon or revelation, that it is re- 
pugnant to the firft, and legally unfupport- 
ed by the latter. 

The texts which your author has pro- 
duced in fupport of his opinion, have no 

manner of connexion with it. 

" Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
** found; call ye upon him, white he is near. 

The whole d>»piftr fv^m, wfekb this paf- ^ 
fage ifi taken, refers tathe time of the Met 
fuh's firfl: appearance. The prophet breaks 
out into f aptares upon the view of that glo- 
rious sra ; and apoftrephizes to the people 
that {houid(hen be born, exhorting them not 
to lofe the happy opportunity of making an 
intereft with the Redeemer while be was 
perfonally prefent with them. 

^* O that thou hadft knows, even thou 
^^ in ifais thy day, the things that belong 

** unto 
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^ OTto thy peace! but now they are hid ^ 
^ from thipe eyes.** 

^ " *rhi& is Chrift*s* apoftrophle to* Jerufalem', . 
when he foretold its approaching deftrufti^ 
on. But what, in the narne of the (even 
wondirs, Has this tb do with thfe univerfab 
dffpenfation of grace? The words are par- 
ticularly applicable to the occafion on which 
they, were Ipokcn, and to the objedt where-- 
unto they- were addrefled.- ** Unhappy 
V city ! I wifli thou kneweft, in this thy 
** dayv while thou? art yet undemoliihed, - 
•* or while I' am prcfent wirb thee, the 
** things that belong- unto thy peace, thy. 
**' everiafting peaces the merdes of redempr 
•*^ tion ; but now they are hid from thine 
** eyes ; at this^ time thou pcrceiveft thera > 
" not;> 

Or poffibly thy peace may fignify, thy 
temporal peace, and prefervation from thine • 
enemies, which interpretation the follow- 
ing verfe fcems to favour. " But now they » 
are hid Irom thine eyes. Becaufe the days* 
will come upou- thee,, when thine ene- 

mies^*^ 
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mies," &c. I incline to this fcnfe; But 
whether this or the other be the true one, 
h quite immaterial to the obconomy of 
grace. 

Let us now eonfider the laft Scripture 
which your author has adduced in favour 
of his doftrine. 

" Again he limiteth a day^ faying, To- 
**^day, if ye will hear his- voice." 

The author of the cpiftle to the He* 
brews, in the chapter from whence this 
pafTage is taken, endeavours, to prove the 
certainty of that final reft which ft ill re- 
mained to the people of Godi Thus he 
forms his angument; ' .That; there is a reft 

* for the people of God into which they 
^ have not yet entered, appears from that 
^ prophetic pfalm of David,, which alludes 

* to the time of Chrift's appearance upon 
^ earth* The prophet, referring to that 
^ time, faith, To-day if ye will hear his 

* voice. You fee he is determined as to 

* the point of time } he limiteth or fetteth 

[ apart 
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^ apart a day: Wherefore from this pafiagr 
< it is apparentythat fqr you, Hebrews, ib( 
^ for you the defcendanta of thofe who pro^ 
* vokcd God in the wildernefs, and were 
^ not permitted to enter into his reft, a final 
^ reft ftill remains, to which you are invited/ 

Thus it is, my Conftantia, that the dit 
ciples of ignorance, folly and fanaticifm, by 
disjointing and mirconftruing the Scriptures^ 
contrive their abfurd- dodU-jnes -^ which arr 
always as much repugnant to rea&n, as they 
are unlupported by revelation. For in-- 
ftance, the tenet above-mentioned* Is it 
Gondftent with the juftice or the goodnefs 
of God, who has appointed to man a life of 
probation, ta Irmit the advantages, which 
in his mercy,; he has Vouchfafed to him, to- 
a fhortcr tierm than his life? While he 
leaves him ftitt to contend with the enemies 
of his falvat^fon, will he deprive him of hiS* 
principal fupport, the aid of his grace ?— 
his grace, which he has promifed to thofe 
that a(k it, without exception^ and without^ 
limitation i 

I have 
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I bave done with th^ firft tcncf of your au- 
thor; kc us now lee whether the fccortd bie 
better founded. 

It is impoffible, he maintains, for thofe, 
who fell into fm, after having once, been 
converted, to repent or to be faved. This 
opinion he fupports by two paflages from 
the epiftle to the Hebrews. Without mak- 
ing any remarks on the infallibility of that 
epiftle as a rule of faith, without taking no- 
tice of the difficulty and the late day of its 
admiflion among the canonical books, I fhall 
fliew you that your author has made the 
paflages he has feledted from that book 
prove too much. What the writer of the 
epiftle means by falling away, in the firft 
paflage, and by finning willfully in the laft, 
js the denial of the faith they had profefled, 
and openly apoftatizing from it This is 
clear from the conclufion of both the paf- 
fages. Thofe who fall away are faid to cru- 
cify to themfclves the Son of God afrcfh, 
and to put him to open fliame. And he 
who finneth willfully is reprefented to have 
trodden under foot the Son of God, to have 

counted 
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counted the l>lood of the covenant, where- 
with he was fandified, an unholy thing, and^ 
to have done defpite to the Spirit of- grace*' 

Fronni hence it appears that for a down- 
right apoftate there is no hope of repen- 
tance or remiflion of fins. But»your author ' 
has not confined this terrible denunciation 
to open apoftacy- According to htm, none ' 
who have fallen into fm after converfion are^ 
carpable of being, renewed by repentance,/ 
or faved *by the redemption of Chrift. This' 
do6lrine is equally^unfcripfural, and unrca— 
fonable» 

' Should man, circumftanced as he is, be" 
eipofed by- frailty to final punilhment, or' 

Feduced by accidentally falling into vice, to 

irretrievable ruin, . he might either turn 

from the race that is fet before hinn-in hope- 

lefs defpondence, . or vainly conti&nd with 

dinger and difgrace. The pilgrimage of 

human life is infinitely troublefome and per- 

plext. Dangers there are and difficultres 

which all muft encounter, which can neither 

be eluded by^ vigilance, nor annihilated 

by contempt, 

A juft 
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. Ajuft man, fays the author of the book 
of Proverbs, falleth fevcn times, and rifeth ^ 
again. In this place a certain is put for an 
uncertain number j fcven times being among 
the Jews an indefinitive expreffion, uled to 
fignify any moderate numbcJ^. 

Our Saviour himfelf being afked how oft 
a brother fhould offend and be entitled to 
forgivcnefs, and whether or not till feven 
times, anfwered, ^' not until feven times, 
but till' fevcnry times feven/' From this U 
palTage we have the utmort reafon to hope 
that whenever a man (TiairefFcdlually repent, 
the divine goodnefe will be ready to forgive 
liim. For if we are commanded to-receive 
ihto favour an bffending brother, however 
frequently be may have trefpafled againft 
us, (hall not our heavenly Father in like 
manner be ready to receive fuchas turn un- 
to him i Shall God recommend fuch a con- 
duit to man as he (hould not admit in him- 
felf? Are we not told that the repentance of 
a finner is unexceptionably fo acceptable to 
the Almighty, that the angels in heaven re- 
joice, and congratulate their fupreme and 

affectionate 
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aflfeftionaite Creator on an event ib agreeable 
to bis gracious mind ? 

The prodigal in the go(peI returns- not tO' 
his father till he had finiflied his coarfe of 
riot, which was interrupted by nothingbur 
his power to purfue it. He returns not till* 
compelled by neccffity, and therefore hisre- 
pentancc was not a voluntary virtue : But,- 
behold, his father meets him while yet a- 
grcat way ofl; and precludes fiis apologie*- 
by the moft endearing reception. We' 
have not,, indeed^ any account of a re-^- 
lapfe in the accepted prodigal ; but we arcr 
told that before the execution of his repen-- 
tance, he faid unto himfclf,, * How many - 
hired fervants of my father have breads 
enough, and to fpare,. while I peridi with^ 
hunger ?* Some fuch rcfledtions he mufb 
frequently have made, when reduced ta> 
diftrefey and ag^in probably muft have 
quitted them. from various motives* 

We want not, however, this inftanceto 
prove that a finner may be reftored to fa- 
vour after falling away from his former rc- 
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folutions and profeffions of obedience. THc ^ 
example of Peter is a fufficient proof in this 
cafe. To this I (hall add another which, 
though not of fcriptural authority, is ref- 
pedtabl^, ^nd very much to the prefent 
purpofe. 

Eufebius tells us, that St. John, during ^ 
Ws mtniftration to the weftern churches, 
caft his eye upon a young man remarka- 
He for the extent of his knowledge, and the 
ingemioufnefs of his mind. The aged apof- 
tle thought that he had difcovered in him 
an ufeful inftrument for the propagation of 
chriftianity. Accordingly he took particu- 
lar pains to convert him, and to inftruft 
liim in the divine dodrines of his great 
Mafter. That he might be ftill better ac- 
quainted with the fyftem of Chriftianity, at 
his departure, he recommended him to the 
care of a pious old fartier, who had fome 
authority in the infant church. The youth 
continued a while in the duties of his new 
profeffion, and attended with care to the 
ledures of his venerable tutor. But his 
former affociates, when they found them- 

felvci 
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felves deferted by him, were grieved at 
the fuccefe of the apoftfe, and exerted 
their utmoft efforts to regain fo ufeful and 
(b entertaining a companion. They fuc- 
ceeded in their attempts, andthe father was 
forfaken. The Apoftle after fome time 
returned to thofe parts, and *^ where," faid 
he, with impatience, to his aged friend, 
" where, my fellow-labourer, is my favou- 
rite youth ?" ** Alas," replied the good old 
man, with tears ia his eyes, " he is fallen, 
irrecoverably fallen : He has forfaken the 
fbciety of the Saints, and is now the leader 
of a gang of robbers in the neighbouring 
mountains." Upon hearing this unex- 
pedted and unpleafmg account, the Apoftle 
forgot his fu^erings and his years, and 
haftened to the place of rendezvous, where, 
being feized by llbme of the band, he de* 
fired to fpeak with their Captain. The 
Captain being told that a ftrange pilgrim 
afked to be admitted to him, ordered him 
to be brought before him. But when he 
beheld the venerable apoftle, his hopes of 
amufement were changed into fhame and 
confufion, and the hardy leader of a 

band 
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tf^pd of ^bbers trembled before n poor un« 
sirmedpld mm.: He quitted .osice more 
the, fix:iie(]( of w^ckednds; tod* lived and 

diedrin the i€ir.vi€e o£ hi^/Rddeemen 

. • ' '. ' • • • '• • • 
Froin, hence it is Evident, th«t a relapfc 

^fter riBpe^tfinpei or ,c?wyprfi^^^ not 

l(k)ked uj^ by th^ pnniitive Chriftians, 
lior yet by the apoftles themf^ves, as any 
means of excluding the future mercies of 
God. 

An utter apoftacy, an entire defertion 
of the faith we have profeflfed, and a con* 
temptuous rejeftion of the grace we have 
received, may, according to the author of 
the epiftle to the Hebrews, render us in- 
capable of repentance, and utterly difqualify 
us for the future mercies of Ood. But fins 
inferior to thefe will not reduce us to the 
lame dreadful circumftances. Our Crea- 
tor knoweth whereof we are made, he re- 
membereth that we are but clay ; and 
though we may fall, yet we (hall not be 
caft awjty, fince he upholdeth uawith his 
hand. 

H (Jod 
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God pnefirve . ycftiy iixij^^amtiible^ ftfendf- 
•^prefenreraiid^dinBA yob through tly^ ufi^ 
dbnaia paths of this^ worl4, tift yiail afritif^ 
at the realffl0x>£;^cb^rtaAiDg^ rdt ; tiRTOtxr 
innocent, your happy i^it i^all quit^ 
without a f^, the tender frame that con- 
' fines it, and rift condii£ted fry Tome 6fiMgl 
Angel, to the bleiTed hddif of good mefl; 

madeperfaft! 

. A«etil> 

FRANCIS. 
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t E T T E K XVII. 

CONSTANTIA to TiiEODOSITJS. 

^Tp H E , Qverfj^fltag doors of futurity are 

'*' thrown open ^The race of fife is^ 

almoft run, and this, probably, is the lad 
time that ydur Conftanlia wiH have the 
h<9ppine& of pouring out her heart to you. 
——lam {eized with the firft Cynfiptomfi of 
that peftilential fever, which has been fo 
vnivtrfftify fatal, i that it iMtinga with it al- 
moft the certaiaty of death; Now,^ ther^*- 
fore, beCbse itiy fieicuhiei^ are overcome by 
|:}so:dttulfe^ I dtDote to youioaehour mor«^ 
f^aii^ kS' which: you. have: had &> gpeacai 

In afitmtifm like thisic is natural to look 
iiackyj nod to take^a view oi^ the countf y 
;b W>uj^ v^hiclj Wj?; .h>ve u^vcJif d* bcfoft* 
yfC,}p^ figfit oi it; foe ;ey§r.. The way^ 
%PH^ Wl^h I }?av[^ w^)^ ^ugbi il^ 
fna^y cii^inAai9|$ei$ pef^uliar^ and ti)»jiki» 
t])6 ^H9ro( of.Qtheis^ bave ycr, lihe 
, .... H z others,, 
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Others, been various^ ^n^d . diflfercnt in the 
different periods of the journey! Before 
my prefent illncfs I drew up a (hort view 
of my life, part of which I will now tranf- 
cribe, that with you it may ferve a»- .an 
apology fof my conduft when I (hail be -no 
more.. . , . ' 

An Apohgyfor the Life of S'tfler CoNSTANCii 
ViritUn by berfelf, and addrejfid to faPbcih 

Francis. " '' 



"* 

I 



Yod know hotar early IJoflthe beft and 
ftiott aflfedtionate of mothers. That was $L 
misfortune which, though then onfy be« 
wailed with tears nvhich had no meanings 
left behind it a cloud that dverfliadowed 
the reft of my life. Had my infant years 
been trained by her, I (hould have acquired 
the habits of virtue from the influence of 
example. The want of this was much to 
be lamented, for there is a happy contagion 
in the power of lining excellence, which» 
while we admire, we neteflarily imitate. 
Thofe virtues which witf draw from precept 
or ipcculatian are feldom more than jf^ett** 

lative^ 
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Imici^ Buttlofti whiolkVpe^diBri^flienfibr^ 
fiMuni tbd iraitattaii ol&^eRmiiplBry ciHimdter» 
^moiBt IfiOhgtaLodhabiatak Btir, befidte 
^e lofs of a hi{9fta»diui[«Kdl«a6 pattern) 
of every female virtue, I was. deBrive4.at 
rife fame tiftie- of thoft maternal cares, 
Aofeifeii*r-i»fli<fti?|:ies that watch over the 
yeiWgfffikM^ a6cfelemc-the ptf^refi of rea- 
ftW/ ana^fUppiy'the want of Experience by 

P^m •'■Of tli«A^*tivdnb^e$ IwasiwHoHy 
ddl«utt, 'fcf my f^tjjer, inattentive to.every 
Hiiiig bftt theacqaifttion of wealth, thought 
Bf&^^litlc bf the' imprdveinent of his daugh- 

S'^' S^%#?f •' at alV coJu. 
d«a^ffi*t|€c.wd;ildrie^%ily improve in, 

preportufti 'to^ the adfrahcwncrit of her fbr- 
t'6tle.----^ordirtgly I. was abandoned to, 
tj^ toi^^doj forms-, of female educatiop,, 
S^f ^ « i?%tea'ttentfon,. thore.ex-: 
eAiplarj^liJftaeiices, which arg of iofihitely 

greater pnportaoce.than ail gpoeraJ ioftrui' 
tions. ~ t T 

- , . I, • . • 

:^.ptus<ui«ppreHenflve and uninformed, 
m the firft thoughtlefi advances from chill 
iteod to maturity, is it to be wondered^ that 

^3 the 



the amiablQ aad aco6mpti(fifid TbeodoM 
(hottldfinidao eafy attimctaoceta ii hMTi 
where cYcry paflioa was ajyake^^ all uo* 
guarded^ aad 11000 rtftrame^;. ;i 

But the fcvcrity of wifdom itfelf (pm* 
dence, you have told me U i^ut the ape <^ 
wifdom) could hav^had - £^w olge^ioDS ^ 
gainft the paiBoa that lentertaiped* ■ For 
did it qot receive a iw£kioa from >he pl> 
jcdl ? What did I admire ia Theodo&afi? 
Was it a fymmctry of features ? Was it 
not the mouth that fpoke like the^oradea 
of wifdom, and th^ eye th^t;dartcd thrpughr 
the depths of nature? While Wlfnop*' 
ledge enlightened^ his feoCii^ility rchf&rmie^ 
me ; and while at once he thought my 
heart and my mind to expand^ is it to be 
wondered that he made room for hioifelf ? 
The powers of genius have an irr^ftihte; 
charm fo^ tafte ; and while TheodbfiUs was 
forming the mind' of Q^nlfantia, he was 
cheriihing a plant which, hke the gourd of 
Jonah, , as, foop ^s it fprung up^ :Wpold 

llrqtqii its ^m^ to emhraoe biigu;. . 
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^ When this intcrcourfc of growing ten- 
derneis was at an end^ when the obftinacy 
of ridiculous pride divided the families 
of Theodbfius and Conftantia^ what did I 
Hot fed from the apprehenfion of being fe- 
parated from the man I loved > Pride^ how* 
ever, came in to my aid ; I fhed a few an*» 
gry tears, and conmianded my heart to be 

ateafe. But, alasf I fbon found that 

ThebdoHas wa^^ dearer to me than I ima* 
gincd — yet even, with this convidion, by 
the united influences of pride, and fear^^ 
and ihatne, my natural attachments to hjm 
were overborne ; and, without confuFting 
^her my happinefe or my inclination, I 
had the infatuation to acqurefce with that 
propofat of my father which banifhed The* 

odofius from publick fociety. 

% ' ' . - 

This waa the riiofl: culpabte circttmftance 
of my lt£e-^-«a fault which indeed brought 
its punifhment along with it, and for which 
the miferies of one period, and the peni- 
tence of another, have, I hope^ madean 
Adequate atonemtot. 



j: . ' The 
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The ywrs that paiffsl Mw^eii t^«» 
?,^nt and my adflailH^ iftto this ijst^jijB^y 
^reat were mit^n\4y. vsajJin ajway bjStiiYe^^ 
Ihc languor of , n^i^cljp^ '^. i^l^ptp, 
nefsof grief-r-yet. tha^ Rlaiataye. ^d unfc- 

fign'd ftatcof.n^Vl4!wa^n9Mt^^(t, ¥?;oPiI)a- 
Diied with wj,gf(»f,d,e»|?^9i' guilt, fincpi^ 
WAS-, not at tb?,<;iil^teflSi0^prp^4j^nce 
^at I nrarm^|-e.4 bi^tait.thqi^g^reiicQa- 
^queoqes, qf p?y owiiip^y. fpb^^ t ref\sr 
ifd with rciftlpte in^i^ation, the map, to> 
vifhom». hefoi|e,,I I^d.bi?^ io weajfcas not 
ijp, desny^my h^qd,, V^^otcpough tomi^i^ 
l|tisfa(^qi ^,ijiy (^wa, hi^^. WhUrl coa-r 
l|dc;re9L,^;hfiq<^A»^s,J^s 4ead, afid .ipyfelf aj^ 
i^Xon^ nw^M«; tb^ qfufeof }?i^d^aj^, bg^- 
tvireep thei grief of afliaion,. apd-the iqqui^ 
etude of confcieno^^ Lwa^at lei^h reidiijr> 
ced to themoft pitiable (late both of body^ 
ssid mind ;■ the dne emaciatediwkh {tsttovr 
stfid watching, andthe facultieaofthe otheo 
^oft funfe in ftupe&£itQB» 

Great diftrefles arc the fpedireis pf the* 
mind) and; as it is fabled of the. g^oft§;.ofi 
felf-murdered bodies^, they hover o'er the: 

icene: 
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fcene where their obje<fl is entombed. Bu- 
linefs and amufement, fociety and folitude 
were alike impreflcd with the image of 

Theodofius The painful idea purfued 

mt through every avocation, nor could I 
lind a retreat from it in the breaft of friend- 
(hip — ^— The fympathifing heart of my So- 
phia added new (bftnefs to my own, and 
the tendernefe of her firiendlhip made mc 
fed more fenfibly the lo(s of Theodofius. ^ 

. ;At lad that dear lamented friend, with 
iipme few more that pitied and regarded m^ 
applied to my father for his permiifion that 
I might retire into a convent. Their gene- 
rofity procured me what the voice of na* 
lure and the tears of duty had folicited in 
vain, jand by the irrefiftible offer of di& 
jchai^g the fees of my ad^iffion, they 
prevailed on the father of Conftantia that 
ihe might be permitted to take the veil. 

. Since I entered upon the conventual life^ 
my condudt has been too well known to 
yovL^ if not to need an apology, at leait not 
to be enlarged upon here. But after thofe 

alpi- 
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a{piratk>nf dT gratitude thft riTe to beay^ 
^ter thofe truly grateful fentimen^ w^^ 
J n\uft ever entertain fojr tfipfe bene£f$ajt 
friends who procured my eftabUfinneQlt ii 

tlf js Bla9e wb^t words (hf^H I ftld «©• 

,prelHve of that gratitude which is dujS ^ 

Father Fr^QJi?-^ that tegd^r^ that ^ 

fedion^ fa^her^. who hfis nui^f^d my Qik<il* 
with tho/e pajt^ernaj a^u|dej$» which w^rr 
fomgwhsifi ^v? tte mQft J^tkSi attiwre rf 
man, which could only flow from » heart^^ 
:wher^ human &nfibility was exalted aiid re-^ 
fined by the immor^ii) ^aeefs, and wheri 
£fod hin^t^ efi^at^ and eorpanded that 
pbil^tbropy whkh he loves. 



(. 



', T$ l}hs ^^ v^it^rf^le Eatbec Fianets. I 
qyfp ibe gicot^ nsoral bldBag&tUatar^ aii^ 
l^ijjfit^k in th}& w^d^ peace of coi^okpnee^ 
1^ r^e^itude of cea&n. For the recovery 
€f^e£x&^ indeed, little mo|e^ was geoefl^ 
ry than the certainty that Theodofius was 
#livefiuf)d happy v but the cenfplattohsof the 
r&ther added to the brefince bf^the fHentf, 
end replkced that quiet in my heart td 
which it had been fo long a ftrangfsr. 

Thofa 
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Thdife «clhfoliitioiii^ however, were not 
liKcat fdothfii^ than the reifohs thai attend- 
ed theih W€*e ififttuaive. While from 
thofe I derived coflteat and comfort, from 
thefe I received the Jlg^ts of truth and rea- 
lon, and was taught to look up with an in- 
tfelligeht idoraiidn to thit BeiKc whofeeA 
ieface iis goodness and wisdom. From the 
'Confidefatibh of thftfe diiiinguifliing attri- 
l)\ites, whenever he ihall refume that hte 
which he gave me, Iftall reiign it into hi»> 
lands without forrow, and without feaa 

With difficulty I had written thus for 
wheii the iftiportUnity of* nfiy dilorder obli- 
^a me to hy dd\Wi tht pth. r have now 
rtfumed if, atid will B^r it as 16ng as 1 am 
able, for whhe I Hold 6ftt even an ideal' 
jonverfetion with you, the fcnfeof pain.i. 
iUfffended. aher than bodily pam Ihi»y<„ 
aone. The prefumptioh with which my 
Jtteiogy concluded, I find, was not vain, 
lam perfeaiy indifferent to the i^pR»eh 
«* deaths aad agracably to the kind wWi 

With 
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with which you once * concluded a letteff 
I truft that ^* my fpirit Ihall quit, without 
a fighy the frame that confines it/' , 

To you, ray deareft friend, my moft ve- 
nerable father, loved by every dear, and 
refpedted by every facred name, to you, 
under the gracious appointments of provi- 
dence, I owe this happy ferenity. By giv- 
ing me proper ideas of the author of nature, 
and the obligations of his creatures, you 
have taught me to look on death as one of 
his beft gifts, and on all beyond it without 
any apprehenfion. 

Behold here the reward of your pious la« 
bours ! Behold with pleafure the reiignation 
of arpind that you ftrengthened, of a heart 
that you armed againll yourf^lf. ' 

» 

' *^ My heart wasgrievtd, and it went 
<♦ even through my reins; 

^^ So 

;♦ ITiis laft Utter of Conftantra sind tlic aqiWer of 
Xkeodofiui feem to have bieen wriuea fcttae >car9 Af- 
ter die preceding letteis.' 



** So foolifli was I and ignorant, even as 
•* it were an ii:f ational creature before thee. 



• * - • 



" Neverthelefs I am always by thee, 
** for thou haft holden me by my right 
•^ hand. 

." •* ThoU (halt guide me with thy cofm- 
"*fel,^ and after that receive me in glory. 

• - i' . . - k I . . . . . , . , 

: " Whom flikll I^havc in heaveii but 
**: thee, for there i^ none upon earth that I 
" defirein dom^rifoh of thee ? 

I " My fleflii, and ijiy; heart fafletb, but 
***Godist^e ftrengtbofmyjhcart, and my 

** portion for ever ! 
./ . ' • 
And now, O^deareft, and . moft revered 
of men, farewell !-~--;W.hether we fliall 
tr^^i,a^pn in '^ny future allotment'orbe- 
igg, is amongft the fecret qbunfels of pro- 
vidence.— -I truft we fliall. — *Till then in- 
dulge one tender farewel from your Con- 
i|antia!-r— Accept on^ pipus, one grate- 
ful adieiifrdm 

I / CoKSTANefe. , 

LETl^-ER 



^.'j . 



LETTER XVm. 

' t I 

TjiiOdosxui u> Constaktia. 

LET not my Conftantia be alarmed 
yfhm (he fees thai; thi& letter ia writ- 
ten by another haod^— l«et. not . that. forti- 
tilde with which (he has (b greatly fup« 
ported her own (btferings. b6 dti&teed ia 
weakne(8 for her firieod^ nor that ndbJe 
tranquiltity^ with which: (hci behdds. the 
approach of deatb^ be difturhed when Ac 
is tdd that this hand 1& on Theodoius. I 
ddttht not that, the eternal^ ProvideneCt^ 
who^ in his w4(clom, interwove tbeintereftiT' 
and the pafTions dF our lives, has/ in bis 
goodnefs, determined that they (faaU cIo(^ 
tog^her. If this be one of bis gracioua 
di^en(ations4 I receivt k kot only witlk* 
rubmiifion, but with gratidide.— -What 
more cpuld I defire <^ the divine Benefi-. 
cencethan that, delivered froni'this prifoa. 
of earth. I might accompany the fpiril 
of iQy CooftaQtia to the regions of ever* 
UlUog^happine^ to (bme more perfect al« 

lotmeac 
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btment in the dale of being, where the 
immortal facurrtes (hall be refined from 
'human fraihy.; mid whece'the powentaf 
tfaeibul ihdl beexi^anded 'by a ntener a^ 
rproach fo ^at ifpr&f^son^ bom whidi 
they are derrv«d. Aoimated ^ith^kopesi 
and £ii|xported by ifenttments iike ifaefty 
:Jet us twatt without fisar the <ipprx»cfa of 
xieatfa^ and receive him>g}adly9*JMisaQre.l]e 
-comedi « a friend—Indulge, imy Gonfian^ 
-tia^ the jpleifiiag fhc^e that ouc tfouk ^iii 
•kaow each. other in their fiitnaiteit|ipoifll* 
fmint.-— The >pttre .pjaffiosis of ilove aiqt 
-frfendftip, founded upon, and fupported 
!*>y eft^an, naay iaft ^faieyDnd ;^tfae igm^tf 
-beeaufe lihey hrivc their ttxifteiicte in ^e 
.fiHilr-iAnd will oot tfhat Being, iwhofe *f- 
'ifcucft ii^vej fun{)Drtrand'CherifliytH«rfe.i:cMi* 
raoftions ;whieh ace agreeable to his £am* 
jnaiands, .and thofe fentiments which ;aBe 
f^fmgl^tml with his ow?n »divinfe iKiUffiCJ? 
WBbhe,. whoi xsorjMTiaridid *is^ to loHi^e^oA 
5#iot)^riri^tiiagiiifi|i ;in fihe^^ave thofe wiu 
T^uous ,paffi0i^, ^l«ch, rwhca living, 4t wm 
4our duty to jcukiv^te ? Jt is not improbable 
fth;^ our happinefs in heaven may, in fomc 

I 2 meafure^ 
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meafure,. confift in the harrtioninms inter* 
courfe of a perfedl fociety ; for I have no 
idea of a folitary happinefs even in the re* 
gions of perfedtion. Moreover^ from wha 
little accounts we find of the angelic date 
in the facred writings, we fee that the 
ideas of aflbciation and intercourfe are al^ 
ways annexed to them. If then it is not 
to be doubted that in our future ftate we 
fhall aiTociafte with fome order of beings, 
can any thing be more probable than that 
we (hould mix with thofe kindred and con-i- 
. genial. fpirits, who like ourfelves have bad 
their appointments on earth, whether in dif- 
ferent times land places, or the fame ? if in the 
fame which isflill probable, and if theidetl* 
tity of our ipiritual mitur^s cannot be dd« 
ftroyed, why Ihould not the charafteriftic&bf 
the foul be known in heaven as well as upon 
earth? I am willing to believe, at lead, that 
the eternal Goodnefs willpei-mit this futune 
knowledge ; aiid though we kno^ too lit** 
tie of the ftate of fpirits to c<jncfeive the 
mode of their -future communication, ytt 
this we know, that it is in the power of 

God 



. God to permit what we wi(h for, and I 
trufl: that, in his kindnefs^ he will per- 
mit it. 

Then, O my Conftantia ! for that ftate 
of exalted friendship, where the fears and 
frailties of mortality (hall be known no 
more! — For that happy, intercourfe of fpi- 
ritual pleafures, which fhall be no longer 
fubjedl to the influences of chance or time ; 
which fliall neither be opprefled by lan- 
guor, or difturbed by anxiety ! Compared 
with that ineffable complacency, that fub- 
lime delight which even the hope alone of 
thefe things infpires, what are the fufler^ 
ings, however pec^iliar, that we have hi- 
. therto endured ? — Were there, indeed, no 
. future ftate of being to commence after 
this^ who would not wiih to be thus agreea- 
bly deceived i Who would not wifh to tri- 
umph, over thofe gloomy apprebenfions, 
; which the thought of annihilation mufl ne- 
. cef&rily create, in a being to whom na« 
cure has given the love o^ exiftence i 

But 



But if the foretafte of future happine(s' 
be fo great ; — if, when only contemplated 
through the imperfeA medium of human 
imagination, it is capable of infpiring fucb 
exalted delight, how inconceivably great 
mud the real and perfect enjoyment be ! 
Let us here, my Conftantia, indulge the 
wmoft ftretch of fancy — ^whatever an A!* 
mighty, and all<-beneiicefll Being can give^ 
and whatever our glorified &cukiescan re* 
ceive, let usfuppofe our own. 'He that 
givetb not of his fpirit by meafure, be that 
openeth his hand, and (hutceth it net 

ftgain fkall not he fr^ly give tia all 

tbings^? 

When I corifider the Vidorri aiid'beni> 
volence of tfew: Almighty Being, through 
whofe kindncfs I have hitherto been fup- 
.ported in life, like my 'Conftantia, 1 can 
walk without trembling through 'the dark 
valley (rf the fiiadow of d^^llt. And 
whence:' but from the feme confidemtUm^ 
could^your tender «nd apprehertfive heatt 
derive that more, than manly firmnefs 

which 



which is wfiblein your letter? That in- 

fonnation whkh you fo kindly afcribe to 

n^ inftrudlions, you have drawn from 

your own experience of the wifdom and 

the goodnefs of Providence ^ to whom 

your gratitude is due for the reititude of 

feafba, as well as fosr every other bleifinz 
you ei^oy. 

I will now no longer withhold your mind 
from the meditation of that glorious Being, 
whofe more vifiWe favours we (hall ftortly 
obtaio. Indeed, my Acuities are already 
*oo much confufed for regular thinking, 
and death, I find, makes hafty paces tow- 
ards me— 'Accept fliy ]a& bkfling. 

« Bleft, O God I O Father of Nature, 
* Weft my Conftantial fupport her gentle 

**' Mxawt: comkkftt hitet fa^v tfchc li^t of 
" "'^ rmmtiiiBnncft ml> ti^ ccodHilig 



«eftr 



And 
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And now — ^Oh ! now — fareweH my Caa- 

ftantia!— : — my Conftance! myCftcr! my 
friend!, by every dear, and every holy 

name farewell ! I have converfed with 

you Jill the laft moment But — —but 

we (hail meet again. 

A diet;*'! 



: ^ • I 



f 



.1 



;."A 



» ■ ' *f'" 



," 'II.: »\ . » 



* 









t 



•» f 



THE 



CORRESPONDENCE 



O F 



Thcodofius and Conftantia, 



^ 

From their firft acquaintance to the departure of 

Theodosius. 



Now firft publiflied from the original Manufcripts. 



By the EDITOR of the 

Letters that pajQTed between 

THEODOSIUS and CONSTANTIA 
after She had taken the Veil. 



Enfant del* Oijiviti ! Chaulieu. 



DUBLIN: 

Printed for P. Wilson, S. Cotter, £. Watts, 
W. Sleateh, J. Potts, J. Williams, and 
J. Shbppard. M,DCC,tXV. 



* 1 



[ iii ] 



T. O 
G E O R G E C O L M A N, Efq; 

» 

TO live beneath the golden liar of love, 
With happier fancy, paffions naore refin'd ; : 
Each fofteqiog cbarm of tendernefs to prove, 
And aij.ihe.finer movements of the mind. ' * 

Fmou gifts like thefe, fay what the boafted gain 
Of ihofe who exquifitcly iet\ or know ? 

"— ^The (kill from pleaiure to extradt it's pain, 
And opcnaJl the avenues of woe. 

Yet ihall we, Cox.man« at thefe gifts repine '? ■ ■ . ■■*• 
Implore cold apathy to fteei the heart ? 

Would you that fehiibility refign ? 
And with ihofe ppwera of genius would you part ? 

Ah no \ my friend ; nor deem the verfe divine, 
That weaknefs wrote in Petrarch's gentle ftrain! 

When once he own'd at love's unfavouring fhrine 
" A thouiandpleafures were not worth one pain.** 



Thb dreams of fancy foothe the penfive heat 
For fancy's urn can new delights di(penfe : 

The powers of genius purer joys impart j 
For genius brightens all the fprings of fenfe. 

A 2. 
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O CHARM of every mufe-ennobled mind, 

Far, far above the groveling crowd to rile f ■ ■■ 

Leave the low train of trifling cares behind, 
Affert li'a birthright and affe6t the ikies ! 

O RIGHT divine theprkie of power to (coin ; 

On fortune's little vanit;^ look down ! 
\^ ith nobler gifts, to fairer honours born. 

Than fear, or folly fancies in a crown ! 

As far each boon that nature's hand bellows 
'j^he worthlefs glare f>f fortune's train exceeds. 

As yon fair orb, v/bofe beam eternal glows, 
Outlhines the Cranfient meteor that it feeds. 

To nature, Colman, let thy incenfe rife, 

F^r, much-indebted, much haft thou to pay i 

For taft6 relin*d, for wit corredly wife, 
And keen difcernment's foul-pervading ray. 

To catch the manners from the various face, 

To paint the nice diverlities of mind. 
The living lines of charader to trace. 

She gave thee powers, and ihe the talk alligii^, 

O LAST-LBFT hope of the forfaken ftage ! 

The mafe of humour's fole furviving friend! 
Shall CoLMAN reft, in this refining age 

When wit alone, and elegance can mend ? 

Seizi, feize the pen ! the facred hour departs ! 

Nor, led by kindnefs, longi^ lend thine ear 2 - 
The tender tale of two ingenuous hearts 

Would rob thee of a moment and a tear. 

J. Langhorwi. 
London, 

Nov, 10, 1764. A D V E R- 
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advertis^ement;. 

AFTER the diftinguifhed favour and ' 
attention fo generoufly (hewn by the - 
public, to the Letters that pajfed between 
Tteodofiiis and Conjlantia after Jbe bad taken 
the veil, . no apology, perhaps, will be 
thought neccflary for thefe that follow, or 
if .any (hould be required, the Editor would 
gladly reft icon motives of gratitude to that 
Public, by whofe favour he has been fa ♦ 

n>uch obliged. If the above-mentioned 

volume of letters might be efteemed a Freer - 
wUl-ofering^ he is rather defirous that. this • 
may be confidered as a Sacrifice of Thank/'' - 
giving.. To fome readers, poflibly, the let- - 
ters already publifhed may appear more in- 
terefting, by others the prefent may be ■ 
thought more entertaining ; and (fuch is ^ 
the infinite variety of tafte and fentiment) • 
there is no doubt that both ihefe opinions ^ 
will be reverfed. ^ However, with refpedt 
ta the monadic correfpondence, it muft be ' 
allowed to have this fuperiority,vthat it : 
turns, for the moft part, on religious fub- 
jefls; yet the letters that follow, dwelling ; 
chiefly on moral philofophy and the oeco- 
nomy of life, muft be allowed to be ufe- - 
ful in the next degree; as they have, in \ 
general,, fpme tendency to prprapte the hap- - 

A3, pincfs.i 
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pinefe of human nature, to the improvc- 
aicnt of the heart, orthe enlargement of 
the mind : Had they confided only in a 
rhapfodical intercourfe of amorous profef- 
fions, the Editor would never have permit- 
ted them to fee the light, from a perfuafion 
that books of entertainment, without either 
moral or intelledual utility, are mere time- 
traps, whofe end is only to defraud us of 
thofe moments which will never return. 

As this volume may, poffibly, fall into 
the hands of fome vvho are yet unacquaint- 
ed with the ftory of Theodofius and Con- 
ftantia, it is thought .neceflary to print it' 
hisre as related by the Spectator No. 164.. 

" Constant I A was a woman of ex- 
traordinary wit and beauty^ but very un- 
happy in a father, who having arrived at 
great riches by his own induftry, look de- 
light in nothing but his money. 

Theodosius was the younger fon of a 
decayed family ; of great parts and learn- 
ing, improved by a genteel and virtuous c- 
ducalion. When he was in the twentieth 
year of his age he became acquainted with 
Conftantia, who had not then paflcd her 
fifteenth. As he lived but a few miles dtC- 
•tant from her father'^s houfe, he had fre- 
quent opportunities of feeing her? and by 
the advantages of a good perfon, and a plea- 
iing conversation, made fuch an imprellion 
on her heart as it was impolfible for time to 

cSace 1 
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efface: He was himfelf nolefs fmitten 
with Conftantia. A long acqjjaintancb 
made them ftill difcover new beauties in 
each other, and by degrees raifed in them 
that mutual paffion which had an influence 
on their following lives. 

It unfortunately happened that, in the 
midft of this intercourfe of love and friend- 
fhip between Theodofius and Conftantia^ 
there broke out an irreparable quarrel be- 
tween their parents, the one valuing himfelf 
too much upon his birth, and the other up- 
on his pofleffions. The father of Conftan- 
'tia was fo incenfed at the father of Theo- 
dofius, that he contraSed an unreafonable 
averfion towards his fon, infomuch that he 
forbad him his houfe, and charged his 
daughter upon her duty never to fee him 
more. In the mean time, to break off aH 
communication between the two lovers, 
who he knew entertained fecret hopes of 
fome favourable opportunity that fhould 
bring them together, he found out a young 
gentleman of a good fortune and an agree- 
able perfon, whom he pitched upon as a 
hulband for his daughter. He foon con- 
certed the affair fo well, that he told Con- 
ftantia it was his defign to marry her to fuch 
a gentleman, and that her wedding (hould 
be celebrated on fuch a day, Conftantia, 
who was over-awed by the authority of her 
father, and unable to obje£k any thing to 
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fe" adv^antageous a match, received the pro- 
pofal with a profound filence, which her fa- 
ther commended in her as the moft decent 
manner of a virgin's giving her confent to 
an overture of that kind. The noife of this- 
intended marriage foon reached Theodofius, 
who after a long tumult of pafliops which 
naturally rife in a lover's heart on fuch an * 
occafion, writ the following letter to Con- 
flantia. 

*« The thought cf my Cohftantia, 
which for fome years has been my only hap- 
pineiL is now become a greater torment to 
me tlran I iam able to bear, Muft I then 
live to fee you another's ? The dreams, the . 
fields and meadows, where we hav^e lb of- 
ten talked together, grow painful to me ; . 
life itfelf is.become a burthen. May you . 
long be happy in the world, but forget tha.t. 
there was ever fuch a man in it as 

Theodosius. . 

This letter was conveyed to Conftaniia 
that very evening, who fainted at the read- 
ing of it; and the next morning fhe was 
much more alarmed by two or three mef- 
fcngers, that came to her father's houfe one 
after another, to enquire if they had heard 
any thing of Theodofius,. who, it feeras, 
had left his chamber about midnight, and 
CAuId no where, be. found. : The deep me- 
lancholy :. 
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lancholy which had hung upon his mind 
fometime before, made them apprehend 
the word that could befall him. Conftan- 
tia, who knew that nothing but the report 
of her marriage could have driven him to 
ftich extremities, was not to be comforted : 
She now accufed herfelf of having fo tame- 
ly given an ear to the propofal of a hufband, 
and looked upon ihe new lover as the mur- 
derer of Theodofius : In fhort, (he refolved 
to fuffer the utmoft efFeds of her father's 
difpleafure, rather than comply wi:h a mar- 
riage which appeared to her fo full of guilt 
and horror. The father feeing himfelf en- 
tirely rid of Theodofius, and likely to keep 
a confiderable portion in his family, was 
not very much concerned at the obftinatc 
refufal of his daughter, and did not find it 
very difficult to cxcufe himfelf upon that 
account to his intended fon-in-law,who had 
all long regarded this alliance rather as a 
match of convenience than of love. Con- 
ftantia had now no relief but in her devo- 
tions and exercifes of religion, to which her 
afflictions had fo entirely fubjedted her 
mind, that after fome years had abated the 
violence of her forrows, and fettled her 
thoughts in a kind of tranquillity, Ihe re- 
folved to pafs the remainder of her days in 
a convent. Her father was not difplcafed 
with a refoluiion which would fave money 

in 



in his family, and readily complied with his^ 
daughter's intentions. Accordingly in the 
twenty-fifth year of her age, while her 
beauty was yet in all it's height and bloom, 
he carried her to a neighbouring city, in 
order to look out a fider-hood of nuns a- 
mongwhbm to place his daughter. . There 
was in this place a Father of a convent who 
was very much renowned for his piety and 
exemplary life ; and as it is ufual in the 
Romilh church for thofe who are under any 
great afBiflion, or trouble of mind, to ap- 
ply themfelves to the moft eminent Confef- 
fors for pardon and confolaiion, our beau- 
tiful votary took the opportunity of confef-- 
fing herfelf to this celebrated Father. 

We muft now return to Theodofius,. 
who the very morning that the abovemen* 
tioned enquiries had been made after him, 
arrived at a religious houfe in the city 
where now Conftantia refided'v and defir- 
ing that fecrefy and concealment of the Fa- 
thers of the convent, which is very ufual 
upon any extraordinary occafion, he made 
himfelf one of the order, with a-^ private 
vow never to enquire after Conftantia j. 
whom he looked upon as given away to his 
rival, upon the day on which, according to 
common fame, their marriage was to have 
been folemnized. Having in his youth 
ipade a good progrcfs in learning, that he 

might I 
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"might dedicate himfclf more entirely to re- 
ligion, he entered into holy orders, and in 
a few years became renowned for his fanc- 
tiiy of life, and thofe pious fentiments 
which he infpiVed into all who converfed 
with him. It was this holy man to whom 
Conftantia had determined to apply herfelf ^ 
inconfeffion, though neither (lie nor any 
other, befides the Prior of the convent, 
knew any thing of his name or family. 
The gay, the amiable Theodofius had now 
taken upon him the name of Father Fran- 
cis, and wa^ fo far .concealed in a long 
beard, a fliaven head, and a religious ha- 
bit, that it was impoffible to difcover the 
man of the world in the venerable conven- 
tual. 

As he was one morning fliut up in his 
' confeffional, Gonftaniia kneeling by him,» 
opened the ftate of her foul to him ; and 
after having given him the hiftory of a life 
full of innocence, (he burft out in tears, 
and entered upon that part of her ftory, in 
which he himfelf had fo great a (hare. My 
behaviour, fays (he, has, I fear, been the 
' death of a man who had no other fault but 
that df loving me too much. Heaven on- 
ly knows how dear he was to me while he 
lived, and how bitter the remembrance of 
him has been to me fmce his death. She 

here 
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here paufed, and lifted up her eyes that 
ftreamed with tears toward the Father ; 
who was fo moved with the fenfe of her 
forrows, that he could only command his 
voice, which was broke with fighs and rob- 
bings, fo far as to bid her proceed. She 
followed his directions, and in a floed of 
tears poured out her heart before him. 
The Father could not forbear weeping a- 
loud, infomuch that in the agonies of his 
grief the feat (hook under him. Conftan- 
tia, who thought the good man was thus 
moved by his compafTion towards her, and 
by the horror of her guilt, proceeded with 
theutmoft contrition to acquaint him with 
that vow of virginity in which (he was go- 
ing to engage herfelf, as the proper atone- 
ment for her fins, and the only facrifice (he 
could make to the memory of Theodofius. 
The Father, who, by this time, had pret- 
ty well compofed himfelf, burft out again 
in tears upon hearing that name, to which 
he had been fo long difufed, and upon re- 
ceiving this inftance of an unparalleled fi- 
delity from one who,, he thought, had fc- 
veral years fince given herfelf up to the 
pofTeffion of another. Amidft the inter- 
ruptions of his forrows, feeing his penitent 
overwhelmed with grief, he was only able 
to bid her from time to time, be comfort- 
ed— 
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ed— to tell her that her fins were forgivcrr 
her— r-that her guilt was not fo great as 
flic apprehended — that flie ftiould not fuf- 
fer herfelf to be afflidted above meafure. 
After which he recovered himfelf enough ta 
give her the abfolution in form •, directing 
her at the fame time to repair to him again 
the next day, that he might encourage her 
in the pious refolution ftie had taken, and 
give her fuitable exhortations for her beha- 
viour in it. Conftantia retired, and the 
next morning renewed her applications^ 
Theodofius having manned his foul with 
proper thoughts and refledions, exerted 
himfelf on this occafion in the b^eft man- 
ner -he could, to animate his penitent in the 
courfe of life flie was entering upon, and 
wear out of her mind thofe groundleft fears 
and apprehenfions which h^d taken poiTef- 
fion of it ; concluding, with a promife to 
her, that he would from time to time con- 
trnue his admonitions when fhe fhould have 
taken upon her the holy veil. The rules> 
of our refpedive orders, fays he, will nor 
permit that I fhould fee you, but you may 
aflure yourfelf not only of having a place 
in my . prayers, lut of receiving fuch fre- 
■* qmnt injiru^ions as I can convey to you by let- 
ters. Go on chei^rfully in the glorious 
courfe you have undertaken, and you will 

b- quickly 



quickly find fuch a peace and fatUfaiSliofi 
in your mind, which it is not in the power 
of the world to give. 

CoNSTANTi a's heart was fo elevated vf'nh 
the difcourfe of Father Francis, that the 
very next day (he entered upon ' her vow. 
As foon as the folemniites of her reception 
were over, ihe retired, as it is ufbal, with 
the Abbefs, into her own apartment. 

The Abbefs had been informed the night 
before of all that paffed between her novi- 
ciate and Father Francis, from whom ihe 
now delivered to her the following letter. 

* As the firft fruits of thofe joys and con- 
Iblations which you may expciil from the 
life you are now engaged in, I rauft ac- 
quaint you that Theodofius, wbofc death 
fits fo heavy upon your thoughts, is dill 
alive i and that the Father to whom you 
have confeffed yourfelf, was once that 
Theodofius whom you fo much lament* 
The love which we liave had for one ano- 
ther, will make us more happy in its dif- 
appointment, than it could have done iti 
its fuccefs. Providence has difpofcdof us 
for our advantage, though not according 
to our wilhcs. Confider your Theodo- 
fius dill as dead, but aflure yourfelf of 

* one 
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one who will not ceftfe to pray for you in. 

Fatho: 

Francis 

CoNSTABTTi A ftw that the hgnd- writing 
agceed with the contents of the letter: And 
upon re6efting on the v^ice, the perfon^ the 
behaviour^ and above [all the eii^treme for* 
row of the Father during her conffsITion^ 
Ihe difcovercd Tbeodofius m every particu- 
lar. After having wept with tear« of joy> 
It is enough, fays ihe, Theodofius b (lill in 
being ^ I Hiall live with comfort and die in 
peace. 

Tbe letters wbicb the Father fent ber afterr 
wards are yet extant in the nunnery 'mbertjh^ 
refided j and are often read to the young relu 
gious to infpire them with good refolutions and 
fentiments af virtue. It lo happened that 
after Conftantia had lived about ten yeara 
in thecloyfter, a violent fever broke out in 
tlie pkcc, which fwept away great multi- 
tudes, aiKl among others Theodofius. Up- 
on his 4eatb-bed he lent his benedidiori in 
a very moving manner to Conftantia v who 
at that tim^ was herfelf (o far gone in ihe 
&me £ital diftemper, that (be lay delirious.. 
In the interval wliich generally precedies 
death in ficknefles of this nature, the Ab- 
befs finding that the phyficians had given 

ber 
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her over, told her that Theodofius was juft 
gone before her, and that he had fent her 
his bencdidiion in his laft moments. Con- 
ftantia received it with pleafure : And now^ 
lays fhe, if I do not aik any thing rmpro- 
per, ktme be buried by Theodofius. Mj 
vow reaches no fixrtber than the grave. 
What I aik is, I hope, no violation of it.— 
She died foon after, and was interred ac- 
cording to her requeft . 

Their tombs are ftifl to be feen, with a 
fhort latin infcription on them to the follow- 
ing purpofe ; 

Here lie the bodies of Father Francis and 
Sifter Conjlancf. Tbey were lovely in tbeir 
lives^ and in tbeir deaths tbcy were not divi- 
ded. 

Such is the ftory of Theodofius and 
Conftantia, as related by iMr. Addifonj 
on which t fliall only obferve that there is 
an interpolation in the letter written by 
Theodofius upon leaving his father*s houfe. 
The pafiTage where he fays, ^ The ftreams, 

* the fields, the meadows, where we have 

* fo often talked together, grow painful to 

* me,' is not genuine, which indeed might 
be evident to thofe who had not feen the o- 
riginal. Such romantic trifling is not tte 
language of ^ heart in pain. 

T HE 
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CoNSTANTiA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

IS it po(HWe that Theodosius can ap- 
prove the pbilofophy of Bernicr ? What 
would become of Chriftianiiy, were we to 
adopt the following Creed ? — U abjiinence 
des plaifirs me paroit un grand pLbL A fm 
to abftain from pleafurcs ! — what can he 
mean ? Is not this perfedly the revierfe of 
all moral and religious precepts ? Are not 
abftinence, and, mortification, and felf-de- 
nial echoed in our cars from the firft dawn 
of rcafbn ? Are not we taught to guard 
againfl: the prevalence of pleafures in ge* 

B neraly 
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Tieral, and to look upon them as enemies 
under the nulk of friendlhip ? Confider 
them in a religious light, and they con- 
fefledly alienate the heart from it's duty. 
The loven of pleafure cannot be lovers of 
'God, — The affections cannot htfot on things 
nhove^ while they tend to earthly objefls. — 
Confider their moral tendency, and they 
will be found to vitiate and debafe the foul. 
Selfifhnefs, and a negled of the focial du- 
ties, are infeparable from the purfuit of 
pleafures. — Thefe are jealous Gods, and 
demand from their votaries all the affedti- 
ons of the heart, all the attentions of the 
mind. They enflave the better faculties, 
and make the fenfes the tyrants of the un- 
derftanding. 

Surely the mind is too noble a pro- 
vince for fuch rulers ; and, to me, the max- 
im of Bernkr appears to be no lefs incon- 
fiftent with found philofophy, than with 
true religion. 

After all, what I have faid on this fub- 
jedl is only to draw from you your opinion,, 
which will always have great influence 
"With 

CONSTAN-TI K. 
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LETTER II. 

Theodosius to Constantia. 

* 

EVER amiable; and ever ingenious ; 
pious in her enquiries, and modeft 
in her conclufions \ — what a pleafure is it 
to accompany Constant i a in ^ the re- 
fearches of truth and fciencc!— Clear in 
her conceptions, and acute in her expreP- 
fion^ through the medium of her language, 
we difcover more clearly, even thofe fenti- 
ments that are not unknown to us..-Hlt,af- 
fifts the underftandihg i^n the fame mari- 
ner as the telefcope aids the, eye, and brings 
near the diftant objedl. ^ '\ 

Thus it is, Madam, that while you call 
upon me to the decifion of moral or reli- 
gious enquiries, and place me in the die* 
tatorial chair -, '^fter having inVefled me 
with the icommiffion'of a judge, like, ailv'l- 
Tul advocate^ you. in fome mea(ute. qualify 
me fof that office, b'^'lsajjH^ fcefbre toe the 
whole merits of ihe caufe. ' 

When I praifed the phiIofof)hy of ^cfr- 
mtT^\ hid; not iridt^d fprgot^ihat Angular 
maxim of Which 'y6d' have taken'iiotice ; 
"but t was by no' nieahi^' aw^re :j^tft' you 
would feize upbn?thTs emiriehce,^' ind'frdm 
' ; ' ^''^%\ ' ' .; ^4hence 



-r4j 

thence difcharge yourrartillery both on the 
philofopher and his encomiaft. 

^ Well — fair Friend ! fmce Venus is arm- 
ed for the engagement^ and has already 
made her attacks, flic muft expeft to meet 
with a DioMEDE. — But Theodosius, per- 
haps, will notbefatisfied wi^th his comjuefti 
if, like her beautiful predeceQbr, Con- 
5TANTIA fliould rotrcat^ wounded (?»/y in 
the hand. 

Yes, my amiable moralift, I do approve 
the philofophy o( Btrnier\ nay I adopt his 
creed too, and cordially declare with him, 
X* alfiinence des plaijirs me paroit un grand 

^^ \picbe. What is fin ? Is it not to aft con- 
. trary to the will of the Supreme Being ? — 
iBeyond all doubt ^ where that will is known. 
Is it not evident that the benevolent Crea- 
tor of the univerfe intended, and ftill in- 
tends, only the happinefe of his creatures f 
— This muft be allowed from the confent 
.and the appearance or his works in gene- 
ral.— Apd. }^ not pleafu're happinefs I Ft 
muft be (o^ or the term is vain. If then 
the Supreme Being intended.^r/>ir/p^//y the 
happinefs of his creatures, and if pkafure 
be happinefs i To abs^tain from Plea- 
sure' IS to.erusxratb.th'e int^nxi- 
'o,N,s OF pRoyip^;)ic,E— to, adt contrary to 
Kis will i which' i% cpnfelfedly,' the very 
cflehce of fin — L' abjfimncc des plaijirs eft 
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vn grand pechi. It is a capital fin to ab- 
ftain from pleafure, fiocc it muft have been^ 
the primary view of the divine beneficence,, 
to communicate pleafure to human na- 
ture. 

To what otiier end was this pomp, this- 
magnificence of beauty fcattered over the 
vifible univerfe I Is not this the language 
of nature, through all her fmiling works,. 
" Children be happy— brought into exif- 
'* tence by the command of that gloriou&i 
^* Being who is Love ii/e/f^ your inheri- 
*' tance is pleafure, and it is your only- 
*' duty to cultivate it well." Are they 
iK)t, therefore, children of difubed^ence,, 
who thusr jnvited into the vineyard of 
pleafure, ftand idle in the market place,, 
and vainly fay^ that no man bath employed- 
tbem f 

Hath God created a Paradife, and will 
not mian look around him to enjoy it j but,, 
like his firft parent, as defcribed by the 
Englifh poet, ftill penfively contemplate 
himfelf in the murmuring fountain ? Shall 
he for ever feek his image in the waters 
of advecfity ; and (hall the fair fcenes of 
life be deformed through fuch a mirror ? 

Surely to abfi:ain from pleafure is no 
inferior degree of guilt j fince that very 
abftinence is a reproach to the eternal and. 
invariable Benevolence. 

B 3 From 
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From whom do we derive every appe- 
tite ? By whofe wifdom were the fine or- 
gans of fenfation formed ? To whofe bounty 
do we owe the obJedVs of gratification ? And 
to whofe benevolence are we indebted for 
the capacity of enjoyment ? Proceed not 
thefe powers and faculties from the great 
fource of all things ? Was not each adapt- 
ed to it's peculiar function ? And is not 
the neglevlt of thefe capacities a fault ? 
Is not the mortification of them a crime ? 
By what means came Pleasure into 
the world ? Was it introduced by fonie 
malignant fpirit ? Did fome Daemon con- 
trive ic for the deftruftion of mankind ? 
That could not be ; for no inferior being 
could have power to pervert the faculties 
and capacities of human nature. In fuch 
a cafe, the Supreme Creator muft have 
been an imperfeft being. — He muft have 
wanted the will to fecure the happincfs of 
his creatures, or, if he had the will he muft 
have beerf without the power to execute 
or eftablifh it. Either of thefe fuppofirions 
^ve muft not dare, nay, indeed, it would 
be folly to admit. Pleaiure, therefore, can 
only owe it's origin to God, and it*s very 
name proves it to be of divine extraction. 

A^D fhall we refufe acquaintance with 
an ofcgeft of heavenly defcent .? Shall we 
ungratefully bid the giver refume his gifts, 

or 
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6r reproach him with a fuppofuion, that he 
would afFedt us with propcnfuics we ought 
not to indulge ? 

Yes, Bemiery you are in the right. The 
renunciation of pleafure muft be a fin — - 
Dot only adlually, but eflfeftually a fin. 
The mind that refufes admittance to fuch 
a gueft, muft acquire a gloomy and un- 
ibcial habit ; be fit only for the regions of 
monaftic duUneis, where lazy fandity of- 
fers a prepofterous devotion to that Being, 
who intended that we flioiild rejoice in and 
partake of a general and focial bappinefs. 

When the bias of nature is oppofed ; 
when her fovereign di^iUtes are broken*, 
man becomes incapable of rendering any^ 
acceptable fervice either to his God, to 
fociety, or to himfelf ! To his God he is 
ungrateful, nay, he infults him-with a de* 
votion more becoming the worfliippers of 
Molocby v/hile he (uppofes him capable of 
delighting in cruelty, of affliding his crea- 
tures, by giving them paffions, whigh it 
fliould be a merit to mortify, and of tan- 
talizing them, by requiring a rigid abfti- 
nence from every inviting enjoyment that 
nature fuggefted. — To the interefls and 
afFedtions of fociety he becomes cold and 
indifferent, when, what (hould principally 
engage him to them, the focial inftruments 
of nature groan beneath the yoke of un- 

B 4 delighted. 
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delighted abftinence. — Upon the fame prin- 
ciples, he is an enemy to himfelf, to that 
being which was given him for his enjoy- 
ment, and which at laft, He (hall render 
hack to the giver, with ** I knew that thou 
**^ wcrt an hard mafter, therefore, the ta- 
*' lent that thou gaveft me I have made 
*' no ufe of: Behold, here it is again." 

O Pleasure! Thou firft, heft gift of 
eternal beneficence ! Faireft and moft be- 
toved daughter of heaven, all hail! and 
welcome to fojourn on earth ! A ftranger 
thou art to every malignant and unfocial 
j}affion, formed to expand, to exhilarate, 
to humanize the heart ! 

But whither has my fubjedt tranfported 
me? Have I loft fight of Constantia ? 
that cannot be ; for pleafure is my fubjedt. 

Yet, [oflibly, my amiable friend is, by 
this time, more than half difpleafed. Where, 
fays Ihe, will this end ? Has Theodosius 
confpired with tiernier to revive the fchool 
of Epicurus ? 

By no means. Madam ! The pleafure we 
preach is not the off-fpring of chance, but 
the child of God. 

The Epicurean dotlrinc of pleafure is 
felfifh ; this that we would recommend is 
pious. — From confiderations refpedting the 
uncertainty of this life, and the improba- 
bility of another, the Athenian plwlofopher. 
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if we may believe his biographer, Laertius^ 
taught his followers, to purfue inceffantly 
all that was called enjoyment.-— From 
refledlions that are honourable to the 
ETERNAL pRoviDENCE j that conclude him 
to be the liberal giver of all that deferves 
the name of enjoyment, of the objedts that 
gratify, and the faculties that enjoy - in' 
obedience to his benevolent intentions, 
would we fummon the world to the pur- 
fuit of pleafure, and convince it that the 
fun doth not fhine in vain. 

Nor will this dodtrine, as my fair friend 
apprehends, be at all inconfiftent with the* 
pure precepts of that religion we profefs. 

For, after all, what is pleafure ? Is it to 
be found,atthe table of riotous feftivity;. 
or, in the venal arms of erratic love ? Im- 
peffible ! for thefe are the haunts of mad- - 
nefs, of meannefs, difguft and foHyy 

Human Pleasure is-of a* d^lkate tem- 
per. She difclaims all connedibr>s with ^ 
indecency and excefs — Shedeclinet the fo- 
ciety of untender Defire^ and xXRiot roar- 
ing in the jollity of his heart, A fenfe of 
the dignity of human nature.always accom"^ 
panics her, . and (he cannot admit of any 
thing that degrades it. TendernB/^^ good 
Faith ^ Modefty^ and DMcacy are her hand-<. 
maids ; Temperance and Cbearfulntfs are 
ber- bofom friends.— She is no ftranger to 

B.5 the 
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the endearments of love ; but flic always 
confults her handmaids in the choice of the 
obje^Sk : She never refufes her prcfence at 
the fecial board, where her friends are al- 
ways placed on her right4iand, and on her 
left. During the time, (he generally ad- 
drefles herfclf to Cbearfulnefsy till temper- 
ance demands her attention. 

Let us now, Constanti a, enquire whe- 
ther this amiable Being merits^ the charge 
that you have brought againft her. 

Will fhe alienate the heart from it*s 
duty ? — But how ? has it not already ap- 
peared, that (he herfelf was fent from God, 
the bed gift of infinite benevolence ? — It 
is only in the abufe^. in the. pervcrfxon of 
the gift, that the heart can be alienated 
from it's duty. 

The lovers of pleafure may, undoubted- 
ly, be lov-ers of God. — To be pleafed with 
the gift, and not to love the givetj would 
be unnatural and ungratefuk— Hence the 
charge of the infpired writer, That (bnie 
were Iwers of pleafure more than lovers of 
€^^/.— What was this more or lefs than 
the charge of ingratitude i 

The afieliionsy you fay, cannot hc/et mk 
things, aboviy while they tend to earthly ob- 
jects. Literally,, they cannot ; — but the 
bf ft devotion^ that fuch an imperfect crea- 
tffft as man is caj^able of paying, is dc^ 
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rived from his mortal feelings, perceptions 
and enjoyments. — When he finds himfelf 
happy in thefe, he is naturally led to adore 
that Being who gave them ; to look up 
with gratitude to him, and (b far \ofet his 
' affe£lions on things above^ as he has reafon to 
hope for a happier allotment in an improv- 
ed ftate of exiftence. — Thus far, even a 
regard to things on earth, may affift his 
piety, and encourage his hope. 

Our ideas of heavenly objefls are ex- 
tremely abftraded from fenfe^ and yet.it 
is diffacult through any other medium^ to- 
extend, the afFedions to them. — It has been 
obferved, with' philo.fpphical truth, by one 
of the faared writers. That ;/ a man love 
not bis brother whom be bath feen^ how Jbould 
be love God whom he bath not feen ? — I will 
borrow his mode of reafoning, and will; 
add, if a man love not thofc gifts of God 
which he hathfeen^ how (houldhefet bs^ 
aflfeAion on thofe which he hath not feen .? 
— If he hath not b^ecn pleafed with thofe 
enjoyments which the divine bpunty hath 
allotted him, . as peculiarly adapted to this 
ftate of Being; what moral profped can- 
he have of being better {a tisfied in any fu- 
ture ftate ? . 

But you quarrel with the moral xixi^tii'^ 
cy of plea/ure^ and load it with t|ie he^vyl 
charge of vitiating and debafing the mind ^, 

addingii. 
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adding, that felfiftlnefs, and a negleft of 
the focial duties, are infeparable from the 
purfuit of it. — Has not my friend made a 
mifnomer here, in giving the name of Plea- 
fure to Fice f Change the terms only, and 
the charge is juft. It is impoflible that in- 
nocent pleafures (hould vitiate^ or that rf^- 
ticate enjoyments Ihould debafe the mind. — 
It is impoflible that thofe focial delights 
which /(?//^« the heart, Ihould make \x.fel- 
fijhf or exclude from it*s feelings a regard 
for the happinefs of others. 

If we look into the minds and manners 
pf men, we fliall find that not the very 
abftemious, the mortified, or the fandti- 
monious, are moft diftinguilhed for focial 
virtues — The reafon, I think, is obvious — 
when innocent appetites and defires are 
reftrained, the fecial affedlions languilb 
under the fame oppreflion. — ^^It is fcarcely 
poflible, that any man who admits of no 
enjoyments in himfelf, ihould be indulgent 
to thofe of others. — We behold innumer- 
abllB inftances of this, both in thofe who 
cannot and in thofe who will not enjoy. 

The encouragement of pleafore, there-, 
fore, cherifhes the focial virtue^ ; and he 
who is of a happy difpofition himfelf, will- 
Be the firft to promote the happinefs of his 
Beighbour. 

Yet,, 
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Yet, will not pleafurcs enflave the bct- 
^ter faculties, and make the fcnfcs the ty- 
rants of the foul ? No doubt — if the enjoy- 
ments of the mind are excluded ; but the 
foul has it's peculiar pleafures which may 
and ought to take their turn ; and if the 
intellectual appetites are gratified, as well 
^s the fenfual and the focial ; the province 
of the mind will neither be uncultivated, nor 
be fubjedt to the ufurpation of invaders. 

Pardon me, Conftantia! when I write 
to you, I know not when to have done !— 
even now I lay down the pen with rehie- 
tance — even now, with a figh, I fubfcribe 

Theodosius. 

LETTER III. 

Constant I A to Theodosius. 

THERE is nothing more true, thair 
that credulity is the foible of women. 
I have a violent inclination to believe every 
word you have faid ; as well, your gallantry 
as your philofophy. — Nay, I can hardly 
bewail the ruin of my poor arguments, 
though I have the vanity to think, that the 
breaches you have made in them, might 
eafily be repaired. — However, you, cer- 
tainly, had the happieft addrefs to intro- 
duce your dod\rine by the hand of flattery^ 

The 
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The underftanding of a woman, is by no- 
thing fo eafily vanquiQied, as by the artil- 
lery of praife. — If it be to your purpofe to 
weaken it, give it the compliment of 
flrength. If you would blind it, call it 
brighter than the day.— The praife of a 
philofbpher is really a mod dangerous thing, 
and it is not in fenutle fortitude to refiKt it. 
-——Accompanied with the ideas of truth 
and gravity, it makes it's way to the heart 
without oppofition ; and the fenfe and dig- 
nity of the fpeaker confpire with our na- 
tural love of it> to give it the fandion of 
fincerity. 

Should I preclude all future compli- 
ments from the letters of Theodofius, and 
fay no more than what is uftially faid upon 
fuch occafions, viz. That I could not de- 
ferve them, however true it might be, it 
would not fave me from the charge of af- 
feftation — an imputation, which of.aW e>t 
thers> would be moll dreadful to rrK ! 
Frank-hearted let me be efteemed, and, 
though deftitute of every other excellence,,. 
I (hall not be the meaneft of my fex. 

But you fee, my friend, I have given 
you ferious, and I hope, fatisfa(^ory reafons,. 
why you (hould (hut up the fountains of 
adulation ; unlefs you think that they will 
give fertility to a barren foil. — Aflure your* 
i^f, I (hall conclude this to be your opi« 

nion,. 



[ »5 3 
nion, if you pay any more compliments 
dither to my perfon, or ray undcrftanding. 

I FIND no inclination to controvert any 
of the principles contained in your laft. — 
Xhey are all amiable at leaft, if they are 
not folid ; and, poffibly, it may be nothing 
more than the prejudice of a narrow edu- 
cation, that would with-hold any part of 
the credit due to them 
- Ah, my friend ! for, furely, you are my 
friend, if any confidence may be repofed in 
human appearances; pity the ignorance of 
a haplefs girl, I had almofl faid an orphan, 
unaffifted, and uninftrudted ! — Believe me, 
Theodofius, to your converfation I am in- 
debted for almoft all the valuable fenti- 

ments I have. You firft taught me to 

think at large. — ^Ypu told me that liberty 
of opinion was as much a natural inheri-^ 
tance as perfonal liberty — that human na- 
ture had long groaned under the tyranny 
of cuftom ; and that the worft fpecics of 
captivity, was the imprifonment of the 
mind* 

Ever to be remembered is ibaediftin-^ 
guiftied leflbn, which, upon our firft ac- 
quaintance^ you gave roe in the Grove of 
Poplars, You politely pretended, that it 
was written by fome other perfon for the 
inftruflion of fome other lady ; — but I foon 
difcovcred. in it the fpirit and manner of 

Theodofmsy, 
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Theodofius, and found it Co well adapted 
to my own circumftances, that I could no^ 
longer doubt either for whom, or by whom 
it was written. 

Notwithstanding this difcovery^ I 
muft beg you will favour me with a copy 
of it ; for that which you gave me has been 
deftroyed, I believe, by the zeal and induf- 

try of Father M Adieu ! 

Constant I A, 

L E T T E R IV. . 

Th£ODOS1US to CONSTANTIA.. 

BY fuppofing me ta be the author of 
the following Letter, you have laid 
me under fome difagreeable circumftances *^ 
but what would you conclude (hould I, on. 
that account, refufe you a copy of it ? 
Might you not juftly charge me with that 
afFedation which you fo greatly defpife ?. 
You (hall have it, be theconfeqiience what 
it will — CoNSTANTiA commands, anck 
Theodosius muft obey. 

Noughts' on the improvement of- the Mind: 
and Manners^ addrejfed to a young lady of 
Bologna : By a Member of the Academy. 
Delia Cri0a., 

MadaMc^ 
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Madam, \ 

The firft ftep that a young lady can take 
towards improvements is to be convinced 
that ftie wants it. — The mind is fituated 
in fuch an obfcure recefs, and is fo little 
the objed of the fenfcs, that it is a diffi- 
cult matter to take a view of it at all ; 
much more to behold it in it's true light. 
Hence, we are apt to believe it fufficiently 
furnilhed, when defolate and empty ; and 
to think it properly cultivated, though it 
produces little more than the rude growth 
of nature. 

Better, however, is even that growth, 
than fome artificial produds. Better i^ the 
harveft of wild fimplicity, than the rank 
and thriving crops that have been cultiva- 
ted by the induftry of Folly ! 

Of all the offenfive weeds that are apt 
to fpring up in a young mind, and to op- 
prefs it's bitter fruits, Affe^ation is the moft 
deflrudive — where it takes root, the love 
of Truth and Nature perifh unavoidably, 
iand Artifice and Infincerity ufurp their 
place. Qualities like thcfe are fo infinitely 
odious, io perfedtly oppofite to all that is 
amiable or delerving of confidence, that, 
if a lady had an averfion to being beloved, 
ftie could not find a more cfFedtual anti- 
dote. • • 

NiVER, Madam, have I known an af- 

feded 
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fefted woman poffeffed of any amiable^ or 
any virtuous quality ! 

The Coccatrici is not unknown to you^ 
Behold in her, then, a moft inftrudtive 
ledlure on the management of the mind f 
For the Coccatrici^ -with the beft natural un- 
derftanding, not uncultivated by books, 
is at pains to render herfelf the moft odi- 
ous woman in the world. jtffe£lation has 
the abfolute dominion both of her perfon 
and mind. — Her words, her motions, her 
aftions, her opinions, are all under the in- 
fluence of Affe^ation ^ all receive it's ugly 
and difguftful ftamp. — Obfcu.rely born her- 
felf, the G?rr<?/r/W's ^ paffion is Quality.. 
•—Without any very ftriking accompliCfe- 
mcnts of perfon, flie aiFedts the foftnc6, 
the negligence, the languilhments of beau- 
ty,-— Thefe and innumerably more abfur- 
dities arifing from the fame principle of 
Affeaathn^ render her the contempt of 
your fex, and thejeft of ours.. — Yet were 
ridiculous manners the only efFe<5l of 
this principle, the Coccatrici might be 
laughed at and pitied ; but the fameinfin- 
cerity, the fame deviation from truth and 
nature which produces thefe, has other 
confequences that render her deteftable— 
(he is fcurrilous and treacherous \ nor is 

this 
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this to be wondered at. A mind which af- 
fedtation has alienated from every natural 
principle of fimpHcity lofes at the fame 
time, the focial virtues, and becomes in- 
different to the interefts and the reputation 
of others. 

Of no fimple ingredients is this charac- 
ter compofcd. — Forbidding Pride, ridicu- 
lous Vanity, infidious Infincerity, virulent 
Malignity, make a part of the compofi- 
tion of the Coccatrici, 

Characters are always the beft com* 
ments upon precepts. — In the Coccatrici^ 
Madam, you behold by what odious qua- 
lities a polilhed underftanding may be de* 
bafed. 

For the improvement of the manners, 
therefore, fomething more muft be ne- 
cefiary than the mere acqui&tion of a know- 
ledge ; and this fomething I take to be the 
cultivation of benevolence and fincerity. 
An infinite number of virtues will fpring 
from thefe valuable roots. — The love of 
humankind will make you a friend to eve- 
ry fellow-creature j and, together with 
the approbation of your own heart, gene^ 
ral eftecm and admiration will be your re- 
ward. — The love of truth will always fave 
you from nfTcclation, and all it's difagrcea- 
^ ble 
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bleconfequences. — Sacrifice at the fhrine oF 
Naturei, and rather borrow from her your 
manners and fentiments, than from the 
fantaftic humours of Fafhion. From her^ 
likewife, borrow your knowledge, and not 
from the labours of the fchools. — She will 
give you no narrow or illiberal ideas of her 
great author. — Be fuch writers, therefore, 
your ftiidy, as have made her theirs ^ fuch 
as have (hewn the wifdom,, the ccconomy, 
the prudence, the benevolent purpofes of 
her works. The contemplation of fuch 
objefts gives the mind a large and liberal^ 
turn i lays a foundation for the moft rati- 
onal prety, and reconciles us to the allot- 
ments of life, when we behold the fuper-. 
intendence of a wife and benevolent pow- 
er, over every department of the univerfc. 
Nkxt to natural philofophy,'the hiftory 
of humankind will merit your attention. — 
Various are the advantages to be derived 
from this courfe of reading. — A celebrated 
writer of antiquity has obfervcd, that, he 
who is ignorant of what happened before 
his own times, is ftill a child. — Before I 
had made a competent acquaintance with 
hiftory, 1 never could read this paffage 
without pain and fhame. — I imagined that 
the eyes of the great Orator were upon roc^ 

and 
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and that I appeared childifh before him. 
1 am now extremely well convirrced, that 
what he obferved, was comparatively juft. 

Ignorance is the charaderillic or child- 
hcody and the mind that is uniformed, at 
whatever period of life, is ftill in a puerile 
'ftate. 

From the knowledge of part events and 
their caufes \ from attending to the oeco- 
nomy of providence in the external and in- 
•ternal government of the world ; by tra* 
xcing the progrefs of fcience, and the gra- 
dual impr9vement of the mind, tve learn 
to form juft conceptions, of human adions 
and opinions, to make the beft ufe of rea- 
fon in forefeeing the coafequences of prin- 
ciples yet unpradifed i to enlarge and li- 
T>eraHze our religious fentiments, .while wc 
contemplate tlie Supreme Being in the ca- 
^pacity of an .univerfal parent; and to tee 
what moral perfeiftion the human mind is 
capable of, when man in his favage, and 
:in his civilized ftate, is dilliniftly prefented 
to our view. * 

Thes§, Madam, are enquiries worthy 
of a rational creature — worthy of that 
acute and penetrating genius which the 
^liberal handof Nature has given you f 

Make an adequate ufe of her generous 

and 
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and valuable gifts. — Defpife the fneer of 
fuperficial foppery, that is ever jealous of 
fuperior fenfe, and dreads the knowledge 
of a woman, , on account of it's own igno- 
rance. — If you are not without hopes of 
being united to a man of an accompliflied 
mind, qualify yourfelf for his company. — 
Let him not be obliged to confider his wife 
merely as a domeftic, ufeful in her ap- 
pointment i make him eftecm her as a 
rational companion, whofe converfation 
may enliven the hours of folitude, and 
who, with a mind not vacant, or unfur- 
niflied, may, like the houfeholder in the 
gofpel, bring forth out of her treafure things 
new and old. 

To what a dcfpicable ftate would your 
iex be degraded, by thofe monopolizers of 
dignity and knowledge, who would debar 
.you from both I-^-What ! were reafon, and 
rcfledtion, and memory, and every bther 
faculty that is adapted to literary improve- 
ments, given to you as they are given to 
us, by a different author, or for different 
purpofes ? — Mean fallacy in our fex, that 
would eftablifh the worft fpecies 'of tyranny 
over you, the tyranny of the mind ! 
Groundlefs and illiberal fear in man, that 
he fliould lofe his dignity in the eyes of a 
woman, who was hot inferior to him in 

fenfe ! 
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fcnfe ! Is it the prope? ty of cultivated minds 
to hold cheap the accoinplifhments of 
'Others ? Is it not fronn fuch minds only, 
that they can meet the refpedi due to their 
merit ? — He who is afraid of marrying a ^^ 
woman, that is not abiblutely ignorant, 
gives a fair proof, at leaft, that fuch is not 
his own cafe. 

There are provinces, in which our fex 
may properly acquire and maintain a fupe* 
riority of knowledge, and in which it 
would not be worth your while to excelL— 
There are, likewife, certain departments 
in which you Ihould claim, unrivalled, the 
compliment of excellence ; but the culti- 
vation of the mind, fhould be equally the 
care of both, fince nature has given to 
both, minds equally capable of cultivation. 

It was natural for me todigrefs, when I 
was pleading in favour of the privileges of 
your amiable fex ! 

To an acquaintance with natural and 
civil hiftory, you will do well, to join the 
lighter and more amufive entertainments 
of the Belles Lettres. — The ftudy of the ^ 
farmer will enrich, that of the latter will 
embellifh the mind. — From works of tafte 
and harmony, we derive a kind of me- 
chanical virtue, and learn t© admire what 

■ IB ^ 
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is truely beautiful and harmonious in 
moral life. — The genius of poetry has a 
foftening and humanizing influence on the 
mind ; and it's pathetic p>owers increafe 
that charming fenfibility, that enthufiaftic 
tendernefs and delicacy of afFedtion, which 
renders your lovely fex fo juftly the delight 
and admiration of ours. 

I MEAN not, however, that by this kind 
of reading you fliould foften your mind, 
fo much as form your tafte, by admiring 
and attending to what is pcrfedtly beau- 
tiful, in one of the fined arts of imitation. 

This art is fo naturally adapted to culti- 
vate rhat harmony, which the Academics 
of old etteemed the eflcnceof moral virtue, 
that I was always at a lofs to know why 
Plato would have poets baniflied his com- 
monwealth, 'till convinced, it was becaufc 
they hurt the interefts of religion, and in- 
jured the dignity of the Gods, by the 
fportive fallies of the Mufe. 

After all, Madam, whatever pro* 
ficiency ypu may have it in your power to 
make in literary accomplifliments, forget 
not that the qualities of the heart are infi- 
nitely preferable to thofe of the head. 
Should you be unable, for want of affif- 
tance, oi opportunity, to furnifh your 
mind with the treafnres of antiquity ; to 

acquaint 
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acquaint yourfclf with the philofophy of 
nature ; or to cmbellifh your taftc by tha 
more poliftied labours of Genius j remem- 
ber that you ftill have it in your power to 
make yourfelf amiable by a fwcetnefs of 
difpofition, by an openneis of hearty and 
Simplicity of manners/' 

Thus far, Conftantia, the grave acade- 
n)ician — you will now, I bppe, not be un?- 
willing to take up the lighter carriage of 

the Friend. Ah ? name, replete with 

tepdernefe ! — compfehenfive of every kind, 
every faithful fentiment ! " Surely you 
" are my friend,*' did you fay — Yes, 
Conftantia, believe it, evermore believe it. 
— If every ardent wifh for your happinefs, 
every atVive impulfe to ferve and oblige 
you ; if the higheft efteem, and the ten- 
dered regard, may be allowed to conftitute 
the rnoft eflential part of friendfliip, y«rtf- 
/y TheodosiCs is the friend of Const an- 

TIA. 

Yet, too generous in your acknowledg- 
ments; too liberal even in your ideas of gra- 
titude ; — why will you attribute to me any 
part of your accomplifhmcnts ? Alas! 
what am I ? The little virtues I have, if 
apy I have, I borrow from Constanti a, 
and by continually contemplating her pcr- 

C fedlions, 
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fedtionsy I acquire^ 99 it were, a habit of 
imitating ttjem. 

Can I make abetter ufe ofthefe un- 
chearful hpors, that I am doomed to pais 
at a diftance from the friend of my heart ? 
— Dans ces retraites foHtaires^ I find no 
other coniblation than what writing to, or 
thinking of her affords me. 

Why thofe needlefe prohibitions of 
praife ? Why ftipuld Constantia forbid 
her friend to compliment either her perfbn, 
or her underftanding; ? — The former has 
<no need of, an4 the latter is above all 
.compliment ! 

What luxury in the indulgence of this 
growing tendernefs f ah precious luxury ! — 
perhaps, forbidden ! 

Adi£u ! Adieu f 

Theodosius. 
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LETTER V. 

CoNStANTIA^ to ThEODOSIUS. 

EVER generous, and obliging; but, 
poffibly, too tender! ^Yet (hall I 

blafiw my friend for his tendemefs ? 

Surely^ no— but why ** forbidden" ?- 

what does that rftean ?^-— (hall the i^ter- 
couHe of friend (hip be forbidden ? — I can- 
not think of ihat-^I cannot, muft not lofc 
the friend(htp of Th'eodosius. 

YoO hav€ my moft grateful thanks for 
the Academician's letter, which I wHl en- 
deavour to ffecure from the inquifition of 
Father M — . The good man has a ftrange 
averiion to every thing that tends to open 
the underftanding. — • — Yet why would he 
keep one in the dark ? Can it be of any 
advantage to him ? In my opinion, the 
Academician, or, with your leave, Theo- 
Dosius, has inconteftibly proved the female 
right to learning. 

^His, beyond all doubt, provoked the 
worthy father's zeal, whom I have heard 
lay, That all knowledge was invefted in 
the church. — Would to heaven, that the 
church would be liberal for once, and diC- 
penfe a little of that knowledge to an igno- 

G z rant 
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rant girl, who would be no lefs thankful 
for that than for it*s prayers. 

Will you, my friend, forgive me, when 
I tell you, that I have freqifently wi(hed 
you had been in holy orders, and appointed 
my confeiTor inftcad of Father M — — ? I 
fjatter myfcif you would have indulged me 
wi'h works of learning and imagination, 
and would not have confined my poor fi- 
brary to Oraifons and Notre Peres alone, 

J^RAY tell me, my Philofopher, you that 
know ihe human mind, do not you think 
xVi'M the profeflbrs of religion hurt ii's inte- 
refts, by pui fuing them too clofcly i Sup- 
pofe ihey Qaould now and then afford us a 
little relpite! — Suppofe they Ihould diver- 
lify cur reading and our ftudies; ftiould 
we not return to the attentions of religion 
vviib greAier alacrity ? 

All thefe churchmen, however, are not 

equally contrafted in their opinions. 1 

have lately ftolen the rwding of a very de- 
lightful book, which, Hiave been informed, 
was written for the entertainment and in* 
ftruAion of the Duke of Burgundy, by the 
prefcnt Ai chbiftiop of Cambray, his pre- 
ceptor. — I have, moreover, been told that 
tlie publication of this book was efFedled 
by the treachery of a domeftic, and that it 
brought fjrefli inconveniencies on the pre- 
late already in difgrace! 

In 
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In what a tntferable condition is human 
reafon, when liberal fentiments will bring a 
man into dtigrace I Adieu ! 

Cqnstantia, 
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L ]£ T T E R Vi- 

Theodosius to Constant I A, 

Rejoice that you are become acquainted 
wirh the new publication of M. Fenelon^ 
the niofl amiable philofopber that ever Eu- 
rope produced ! His affluence of imagina* 
tion ; his glowing and impaflioned fenti- 
ments ; the attic fweetncfs and delicacy of 
his ftyle — but, above all, that delightful 
cnthufiafm, which, worrtiipping at the 
(hrine of fimple and beautiful nature, 
makes every reader a convert to her prin- 
ciples; — all thefe quaKties give xo Fenelon 
the palm of pti1to(bphy among the moderns. 
I mourn, with my generous Coi<^stam- 
TiA,! mourn his disgrace ;for it is thedif- 
grace of my country. It is not for F^nelon 
we need repine — Reconciled to every event 
^ by the addcucijfement of philofophy, is he 
not more happy in the confines of Cam- 
bray, than he could be, if, careffed a- 
mongft the number of favourites, he yet 
breathed the unwholefome air of a court ? 
\^ Zeal JUS in the difcharge of his paftoral du-» 
ties, a friend to huma« kind from prfncip}e, 
bufy in the exercife of be.neficence to all 
orders, and all focieties of men — Who is fo 
happy, or fo great as Fenclon ? 

Like 



tin 

Like fomc fair ftar that (hoots it's even- 

. ing ray 
Brighter along the dim wood's opening 

way, 
So Penelok, by favouring courts ad- 

mir'd, 
More feebly (hone than Fenelon rc- 
^ tir'd. 

Think not, Constantia, that I am 
partial to this illuftrious man, becaufe J 
nave the honour and ihe happinefs of his 
fricndlhip. — The following fubftance of a 
converfaiion, that once paffed between us, 
will convince you, that I have given you 
DO flattering pidure of him. 

Mr. De Fbnelon. 

My regard for you, Theodofuis, makes 
me wifh your happinefs ; and if my longer 
acquaintance with life may intitle me to 
give you any advice on that fubjcd, I wiil 
not be fparing of it. 

Theodosi us. 

Sir, you will do me the grealcft favour. 
I have hitherto been a ftranger to mifery ; 
and if you would inftruft me how to pre- 
fcrve the happinefs I enjoy, methinks you 

C 4 need 
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need only tell me, how I may defenre the 
continuance of your frierrdfliip. 

Mr, De Fekelok. 

r 

On that yoii may at all times rely. But 
our friendfhips, like every thing elfe that 
we enjoy, are fubjedt to the influences <ff 
chance and time. I will give you the heft 
proof I can of mine, therefore, while I have 
it in my power. 

The life of man has many cares belong- 
ing to It; but the firft and greiateft care 
ought to be that of the immortal Soul. — 
We cannot be too attentive to the interefts 
of a Being that (hall endure for ever, and 
to place any other in the fcale againft thefe^ 
would be abfolute folly. ^ 

Theodosius 

My Lord I- ^ 

Mr. De Fenblon. 

— B 'T you cannot want convidlions of 
this kird. — ^^Yet there is another care of ihc 
foul which may not have occurred tg 
you. 

» 

Th^o- 
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TheoDojsius. 

I BEG to be informed of it« 

Mr. Dc Fenelon. 

■ Have not you obfcrvcd the progreflivc 
improvement of the mental faculties, from 
the firft dawn of reafon, to the decline of 
life ? 

THEODOSlUSt 

That improvement mud be obvious i© 
every eye ; — but fome of ihofc faculties 
feem to decline with life itfelf — the imagi- 
nation frequently languiflies under the 
weight of years — the powers of reafon and 
refleftion are, many times, almoft wholly 
loft ; and the memory is entirely effaced. 
—So far the perfedtion of the foul feems to 
depend on the perfect ftateef the body. 

Mr. De FfiNrntoN. 

As the body is merely the habitation of 
the fouJ^ it*s tenant can no longer occupy 
thofe apartments that are ruinous, or de- 
cayed by time or accidents. — Hence Ibnte 
of the mental faculties feem to be annihi-- 

C 5 laued^ 
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lated, when they arc only fufpended ; thus 
oftentimes we may vmnly follicit the me- 
mory for an objedt to-day, with which it 
will voluntariJiy pr«fent uSitowDorraw. An 
intelligent nature cannot fufFer from mate- 
rial influences, and:, therefore, may exift 
independently of them. — Nay, it may exift 
in the perfection of it's powers,, though 
thofe powers, for want of tberr proper v«r 
hicles^ ai^e not eall^ forth. 

Theodosius. 

I CONCEIVE the poffibility of this, and 
am now impatient to be informed, what 
new care it is,, which has the foul foB it's 
objedj. 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

As the faculties of the foul are continu- 
dly improveable, and cannot be deftfoyed 
by what happens, to. the body, it is pro>^ 
bable that in whatever ftate of conipara* 
tive perfcdtionthey are, upon quitting this 
mode of being, in the fame they willpafs 
into anorl^er, which though higher, (ball 
k|te iliU Lmproveable like the fornacr. 
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What would ybu infer from hence ? 

Mr. Oe Fenelon. 

Then, next to the ejrercife of virtue, the 
improvfement of the mind ought to be our 
principal care : For as the former will en- 
title us. to an improved ftate of being, fo 
the latter will qualify us for the enjoyment 
of it. From the berievolence of the Su- 
preme Being, as well as upon the principles 
of reafon and^ philofophy, we have a right 
to hope that the foul, when it quits the bo- 
dy, will not revert to that ftate of ignorance 
in which it appears to be, when it firfl in^ 
forms it... 

Theodosiits. 

This is a very pleafing conclufion, ard! 
fuggefts to me a variety of agreeable re- 
flections.. 

Mr. De FiNEtoN* 

■ > 

I HAVE received great fatisfaftion from? 
the contemplation of it. It is pregnant 

' ' withi 
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with many circumftances of comfort.* 
When wc have been toiling for the acqui- 
fition of knowledge, we may have the plea- 
fure to conclude, that we have not been /a* 
hour ing for the bread thai perijketb \ but for 
that wbtcb endure tb unt9 eternal life. — It muff 
be the gresiteft confoUtion to refledl, that 
the mental improvements we make, (hall 
jaft beyond the grave i and that the trea* 
lures of knowledge we lay up here, we fhall 

enjoy hereafter. 

If we have contributed by our own wri- 
tings to the advancement of fcience and the 
ciiltivatran of the mind— what a glorious 
refledlion docs it afFordy that ihefe effedls 
will laft for ever— that the fouls which have 
received new lights, new informjation from 
fiur difcoveries, fhall retain them m everj 
(ucccffive period of being \ and that thus 
we (hair have contributed to the pcrfedlion 
of glorified natures and cveVlafting intelli- 
jgences. — There is fometbing ravilh^ng in 
the thought — I am tranfporied— 1 feel a. 
godlike pleafure in the indulgence of it^ 

Theodosiue. 

Tfov, ray good Lord^ who have contri- 
buied ft) greatly to the cultivation of the 
Im^ii^ai} mind, have a right to all the {dea- 

furei 
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(ures that fuch rcflcdions can aflxitrd; — — . 
and great, indeed, and adequate Co the dig* . 
nity of human nature, are the otyedts of 
complacency that attend them. But, for 
my own part, 1 have always thought, that 
every improvement the mind could make 
in this ftate of being, would be fuperfluous 
in another, that it's facuhies would be in- 
finitely enlarged, and that at the command 
of Omnipotence, it would make a quick 
tranfition to the angelic nature. 

Mr. De FeneloN' 

For fuch fappofitions, howeirer corrmioft 
they may be, I apprehend we have little 
more or better authority than what felf-^ 
fiatteryr will afford us : It appears, and has 
ever appeared to hk, more probable that 
the foul fhould arifc to a flrate of fuch per- 
feftion as we conceive of the angelic na- 
tures, by more regular gradations, than arc 
wfually affigned to it. 



Herb our converfation was interrupted 
by a letter from Madame Guyon ; which 
while the good prelate was perufing with 
vifible eagerneis, I retired into the garden^ 

and 
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and was led into the follo^/ing melancholy 
rtflc^oiis* 

** How aiSediing is i( to obTerv^, that 
die moft QG^btened minds make the 
ncareft approaches, to certain degrees of 
ffladiDefs, or of weakness ! Genius feems 
to be the chiki of enthufiafm ; and yet en- 
tkufiafna is frequently the di(grace^ the ruin 
of genius; The AtchhUhop of Cambray^ 
the btecacy ornaicnent of Europe, diftin- 

fuiflied for tb<^ mo& pure^ the moft re- 
ned philofophy, is carried away by the 
dreams of fanattcifo>y and attends to the 
ravings of an infane devotee ^ for fuch is 
this- Madame (rf0!M ; d^ to this pitiable 
eraror of dur amiable prelate, ibme have 
imputed his diigrs^/' 

After. walking Ibme time akme, I. was. 
again jotned by tlie Archbithop, who^ with 
that calm benignity of c.ountenance pecur- 
Kac to him^ reijumed the conver^tion. 
What followed would ftretch this letter toa 

far- .Expert an account of it in m^ 

next. 

Theoposius. 
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L E T T E R VH 

TUBQDOSIUS to CoKaTANTlX. 

Mr. De Feuj^uon. 

YOU will excufe mc, Thcodofitts ; a fet- 
ter from Madame Guyon always com* 
mand$ my attention. That feraphic wo- 
man feems to have obtained a kind of 
beatification ; and I look upon an addrefs 
from her as it were a voice from heaven. 
— But I will not foHicit your attention to 
a fubjed which has given occafion to fo 
many unhappy difputes. — I will purfue my 
purpofe of giving you the bed: inibrui^on^ 
I am able fo give you, with regard to your 
conduct and your happinefs. 

Bbpori we can tread the llage of life 
with that gracefulneis and propriety ^^^ which 
render every character eafy and agreeable, 
it is abfolutely necefiary, that we (hoiiTd 
acquire a conliderahle knowledge both of 
mankind, and of ourfelves*— -This know- 
Sedge is not haftily^ or eafily to be obtained. 
—We mull have mixed with, fociety, and 
have attended to the different forms, that 
the paflions and purfuits of men aflume i|i 
different chara<flers, before we can form 
any judgment of them that {ball be gene- 
rally 
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rally adequate. I have known (bme men 
of fo keen a penetration, that they have 
been able to judge of charadters atmaft 
intuitively ; — but hafty decifions, though 
they may often be rights may likewife ma- 
ny times be wrong ; and they never ought 
to have the leaft weight with us in any 
thing, that may concern the reputation or 
the intereft of the perfon we fo judge of. — 
What I would obferve, is, that there are 
methods of acquiring a readinefs of judg- 
ing \ and that fuch an acquifition muft be 
of great ufe to us in the commerce of life. 
— The only means I know of are thofe I 
mentioned to you — to attend to and learn 
the different forms that. the paiBons aflfume 
in different characters. 

Theodosius. 
And yet, my Loid> may not an arti- 
ficial deportment frequently render foch 
an enquiry v»o I 

Mr. Dc Fenelo». 
It may fometimes perplex tt, bat w^. 
feklom render it vain ; — even artifice itfetf^ 
takes a colour ^om the paifions, and they 
may be read^nd diftinguiflxied in it's opera- 
tions. 

Th»o- 
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Th£odosivs. 
Thos you would inftruA me to know 
men in general ; — but may there not be a 
more particular proccfs of enquiry^ where 
s more particutar knowledge of individuals 
is neceflary ? I ftiould be glad to be inform- 
ed how I might obtain a thorough know- 
ledge of the man I could Vifh to make my 
friend. 

Mr. Diu Fenelok- 

For this different methods have been 
recommended* and different experiments 
have been tried. Some have had recourfe 
to the cbymical procefs of the bottle, and 
ethers to a fiditious diftrefs ; but both to 
na valuable effect. The firft did not con- 
fider that a man deprived of reafon is no 
longer a man ; and the lad had not reflect- 
ed that, on certain occafions^ a man might 
want the power, though he wanted not 
the will to relieve the diflreffcs of his 
ft iend.-~ 

If you would obtain a perfect know- 
ledge of any man, it mufl be from his dq^ 
meftic charaden^ Such a father, mailer^ 
brother, fon, or hufband, as he Oiall bre 
found, fuch a friend will he be. — ^It is, 
raoreover, in the minuter circumHances of 
his Gondud that we are to enquire for a 

man's 
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man's real charafter. — In thefe he is un~ 
der the influence of hi^ narural difpofition^ 
and adls from hrmfclf— while in Ms more 
open and important actions, he may be 
drawn by public opinion, and many other 
external motives, frbm that bias which 
nature would have taken.' 

We're I once more to make choice of a 
friend, the firft qualities I would look for 
in him, (hould be Sincerity and SenfibiUiy : 
For thefe are the foundation of almoft all 
other virtues. 

TH€ODpSies. 

Stop not here, my Lord, I intreai you 5 
bttt tcH me how that felf-knowledge is to 
be acquired ; the acquifition of which you 
hare allowed to be fo eflential to our hap- 
pinefs. 

Mr. De Fenelon. 
There is no ftudy (b neceflkry as tbts ; 
and yet, unfortunatdy, there is none fo 
difficult. Self-knowledge, like that Hef- 
perian fruit, which was defended by the 
vigilance of fleeplefs dragons, is furroand* 
cd by (b many powerful guards, that it is 
almoft inacceffible. — Indulge me a mo- 
ment, Theodofius, in my favourite pro- 
Ttnce of allegory. — The moft affiduoufi of 
thefe guards i$ Vakity, and, at the (kme 

time. 
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lime, the moft artful. — If you are deter- 
mined to have accefs, flie has addrefs e- 
nough to irapofe upon you, and, inftead 
of Sc^'knofvokdgt^ to prefent you with a 
different object, fisir, indeed, and beautiful 
to look upon, hut very unJike the figure 
you ought to have feen — Pride (lands, 
a dangeroos centtnei, at the gate of Self^ 
knowkdge ; when you demand admittance^ 
he feats you on a throne, and bids you look 
down on the crowds that furround you ; 
you look with complacency, and return 
withjgnorance. — ShouM the arts both of 
Pride and Vanity be inefFedual, there 
is yet another redoubt to he attacked, 
which is defended by Ssu^dscbption. 
This is the fubtiefl of all the guards that 
furroond the tree of Self-knowlcdgc-^in 
her hand is a waving mtrrour that turns 
every way, whkh fo dazzles and confiifes 
the fight, that you cannot poilibly diflin^ 
gui(h the real obje£t you aim at, from the 

images refledlcd in her mirrour ; at 

length, with one of thofe images you re- 
turn, fatisHed apd deceived. 

Theodosius. 
Thess, iadeed, make a formidable 
guard, — How fliall they be overeoroe i 

Mr, 
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Mr. De FtNELON. 

Onlv by the alTiftance of Truth. As 
the machinations of inferior enchanters 
vanifh upon the appearance of an abler 
magician ; or, rather, as the diahhries of 
infernal fpirirs are deftroyed by the inffii- 
cncc of a celeftial i fo Pbidb, Vanity, 
and Selp-d hception, fly from the approach 
of TauTH. 

Theodosius. 

Yet is it not, my Lord, a matter of dif- 
ficulty, to engage this valuable auxiliafj ? 

Mr, De Fbnelok. 
—Or, rather, to perfuade ourfclvcs to 
employ him — for there the difficulty lies : 
— Before he can be brought over to our 
party, he requires fp many mortifying con- 
ceflions, that we reject his fervices, becauie 
we are unwilling to purchafe thetn at ib 
dear a rate. 

THeoDOsiua. 
Yet furely, my Lord — 

Mr. De Fbnelok. 

They are but imaginary pofleflions that 

he requires us to part with. — It is very 

true ; and, for that reafbn, one would 

think the terms not hard. — The dominions 

of 
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of V A N 1 T y , like ' the gardens of Armida^ 
are purely ideal^ and may be given up 

without lofs. 

Theodosius. 
And yet, poflibly, we are indebted to 
tills fame Vanity, for half the happinefs 
we enjoy* — Does not the whole art of hap- 
pinefs confift, principally, in being weii 
deceived ? 

Mr. De Fenelon. 
You have drawn me vpon a rock that I 
widi^d to avoid. — For the fake of Truth 
and Vi RTUE, I am willing to perfuade my* 
fclf that it is not fo ; — certa nly, we are 
not deceived when we derive our happinefs 
from the cultivation of ihefe. — At the fame 
time, I will own that, fuch is the weaknefs 
of Jiuman nature, there are a thoufand 
la^^rj neceflary to give a relifli to hfe, 
in the compolition of which, deceit has a 
principal hand. — But what the Engii(h 
poet calls ** The fober Certainty of waking 
•^^ Blifs," that muft undoubtedly flow from 
the exercife, or the reflexion of what is 
real and fubltantial. 

Theodosius. 
It fhould feem, then* that there are two 
iources of happineis ;— one from which the 

ima- 
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inngination derives fancied emertaifiiiient 
»id anreai jdeafore ; another chat^ arifing 
in confcious virtue, yields to reafon and 
refledlion a more genuine delight. 

Mr. De F£H£Loir. 
EviDEKTLY-i-— and we. may drink at 
bodi tfaefe fources : Butwe fliouid make it 
our care, that the fountains of imaginary 
pleafure contain nothing, that may teod to 
inebriate or diforder the mind. 

Thcodosigs. 
Can they ever be attended with fuch 
Gonfequences f 

Mr: De Fskelok. 
Too frequently they are. — The ims^- 
nation may be indulged^ 'till it (hall ac- 
quire an habitual empire over the under- 
ftanding. — A. man vi^iofe geniuiS and tem* 
per are naturally warm and fanciful, may^ 
give himfelf up fo entirely to the fweet in- 
fluences of enthufiafm, that the powers of 
cool reafon and difcernment fliall be great- 
ly invalidated, if not wholly fufpended. — 



Imagine, my Conftamia, how this 
Ipeech aiFeded me. — ^At that moment the 
aflair of Madame Guy on occurred to ncie, 

and 
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and I wept to think, that my amiable in- 
ftrufter, in bis own pecibn^ bore teftimony 
to the truth of his obfervatibn. 

The remaining part of oar converfation, 
with my anfwer to fome paflages in your 
laft letter, (hall follow this without delay. 

Adieu ! 

Thbodosivs. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Theodosius to Const ANT I A. 

Concealed my tears as well as poffible, 
while the good prelate thus proceeded. 



Mr. De Fe melon. 
Every principle acquires force and in- 
fluence from habit ; and if it be^ as it cer- 
tainly muft be, for our happinefs, to live 
under the dominion of Reafon^ we (hould 
take care to exercife and confult it upon 

every occafion. Thus it will acquire 

ftrength and efficacy, and our obedience 
to it's dictates, will become eafy from ha- 
bit. 

Theodosius, 
The dictates of R^afon are undoubtedly 
the laws of life. — But, in general, my Lord, 

how impotent and inefFe6\ual ! What 

avails her legiflation, i^hen the TVilU the 
executive power, feems not to be in her 
intpreft ? ^ 

Mr. De Fenelon. 
Ti:e Will muft be gained over by art, 
and management. Where Reafon has not 
cftablilhed her empire, (he muft do it by 

degrees \ 
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degrees ; — exert her authority in little and 
indifferent things — make mock-fights with 
the enemy, and have recourfe to every 
other gradual and perfuafive method, which 
are made u(e of to reconcile us to tafks of 
difficulty. 

Theodosius. 
This method, indeed, my Lord, is the 
mod promifmg ; but it feems that we ei- 
ther want (kill, or inclination to apply it. — 
We always conOder Reafon^ as impofing 
her dictates with a magifterial fpirit. — She 
feems to approach us with an air of rigid 
honeily, rude and unpoliflied, as the dic- 
tator's from the plough.— 

Mr. De Penelok. 
And did the fame fimplicity of manners, 
which diftingui(hed the age of CtncinnatuSt 
prevail at this day, (he would be as fuc- 
cefsfiil too. — Alas ! Theodofius, to the loft 
of that fimpliciiy ; to our deviation from 
nature, we owe the grcateft part of thofe 
evils whereof we coropIain% I think the 
precept moft effential to the happinefs of 
human life, ib, " Live agreeably to na- 



ture." 



D Thb«* 



iso } 

Theodosius. < 
This precept, my Lord, appears to want 
a comment.— May I have the happinefs to 
hear the Archbiftiop of Cambray preach 
from fuch a text ? 

Mr. De Fenelon. 
Nature herfelf will .here be the bcft 
commentator. She, as well as Reason, 
feems to have her confcience in the human 
mind, which fails not to reproach us with 
every breach of duty. 

Alas ! my friend, how ofteh do we do 
violence to Nature,- and caft her di<Sbares 
behind ! What artificial miferies do we lay 
up for ourfelves, from the indulgence of 
imaginary wants !— we are not content to 
fearch for happinefs within the fphere of 
Nature — it appears to be barren and infi- 
pid ; — we fly for it into tlie more Specious 
and fpl^did circle of Art ; we are amufed 
and diflipated in the fearch; but we never 
find the objeft we are in queft of. — At 
length, weary and difappointed, we look 
back to the long-forfaken 'walks of Na- 
ture ; forry that- ever we defcrted them, 
and ready enough to compliment them 
with thofe pleafurc-yieldifig qualities which 
we (hould now be glad to find.-^But this 
lafl: hope proves frequently vain : — By be- 
ing 
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'ng long accuftomed to an artificial life, wc 
have loft all tafte for fimplicity, and what 
might eafily have engaged our afFedtions 
when young, we behold with averfion in 
the decline of life. 

Theodosius. 
I UNDERSTAND you, my Lord. — ^You 
would advife me to cultivate the love of 
Nature, and to plan my life upon her fim- 
ple model, while ^et I am young. 

Mr. De Fenelqn. 
I WOULD — for the reafons I have already 
mentioned *,— becaufe in her walks you will 
find the only genuine, the only home-felt 
happinefs ; which, however, you will be in- 
capable of attaining, ftiould you defer the 
application, 'till the habits of artificial life 
have deprived you of all reiifh for natural 
enjoyments. 

Theodosius. 
IThe wifdom and experience of my ve- 
nerable inftru6tcr would be fufficient to 
convince me of the truth of thefe obferva- 
tions i but I think I have, within the little 
limits of my own attention, feen the laft 
confirmed in many inftances. 

D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. De pEiiELON. 

It muft he obvious to every perlbn who 
makes the leaft remarks on life, that thofe 
who have long lived in the circle of Vanity, 
can never quit it. — Not that they ftill find 
their account of pleafurc in it; but that 
they are unfit for, and incapable of any 
other noode of enjoyment.— what veterans 
do we behold bufy in the purfuit of the 
mod contemptible trifles ! What a difgrace 
to human reafon, to behold a countenance, 
furrowed with age, diftorted with chagrin 
over an unfuccefsful game ! How diiguft- 
ful to hear a matron weighed down with 
years, difcourfing like a girl, on the frip- 
pery of modes ! — Thefe are the unavoid- 
able efFeds of purfuhs habitually vain.— 

But. when I would advife you, Theo- 
Dosixjs, to live agreeably to nature, it is 
net alone that I would fave you from fri* 
volous purfuirs and fantaftic follies. — Life 
is not to be left unadive ; ahd by efcaping 
fedudion into the path of vanity, you will, 
of courfe, take that of wifdom. To do 
this, indeed, and to live agreeably to na- 
ture, are terms of almoft the fame mean- 
ing. — For the end of wifdom, is a rational 
and lading happinefs, which is only to be 
found in adting conformably to the pur- 
pqfe of our exiftence, and in treading in 

thofc 
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thoic paths eK truth and fimplicity, which 
nature has pointed out. 

*»♦••♦*♦•♦••• 

Hers my ever revered inftrufter ended 
his welcome leflbns. — r could have fpent a 
life in hearing him; and thereby fhould 
have found that happinefs, which he taught 
me how to obtain. 

Two ends are anfwered by thus commit- 
ting his precepts to writing ; which I have 
done without much difficulty, as they are 
yet frefli upon my memory. — The pen is 
an excellent memorialift ; and, while I am 
writing them for you, I eftablifh them more 
fecurely in my own mind. — At the lame 
time, I am convinced that Constantia. 
will neither find them unentertaining, nor 
altogether ufelefe, even in her own fervice. 

Lbt me now turn to your laft dear let- 
ter, which is not yet three days old, tho' 
fo much has been written fince I received 
it. 

Alas, my Constantia ! (I addrefs you 
as my heart fuggefts) this delightful inter- 
courfe may not be of any long continuance,, 
notwithftanding your kind and tender fo- 
licitude, that our fricndlhip may not be. 
interrupted. 

D 3. TttE: 
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The fathers of Conftantia and of Theo- 
dofius, though their fituation in ome mcar 
fure draws them into a (pecious interchange 
of civilities, ar^ of tempers and (entiments 
fo extremely different, that whenever they 
meet, methinks I can difcover in each, a 
ftifled contempt of the other. This gives 
me inexpreffible mortification, as I am fen- 
fible that this contempt in both, arifcs froni 
motives equally infignificant ; the one va- 
luing himfelf on the fuperiority of his for- 
tune, the other on the advantages of his 
birth. 

MrsTAKEM men! — What are the diP- 
tindions that place one man above ano- 
ther ? — Not wealth, or tides certainly.^ — 
Genius, wifdom, and virtue alone, have this 
diftinguilhing power ; for thefe alone are 
capable of enlarging and ennobling the 
mind, ^nd of exalting the human capacity 
as high as it will go. 

How long this fmotltered contempt will 
be ruppreffed by politenefs, I tremble to 
think. — Upon the leaft failure of refpeft in 
cither party, it vvill burft into a ftorm — 
and— ah ! — then, my fair friend ! — then, 
farewell this dear and happy intercourfe of 
letters ! — Farewell the delightful freedom of 
our morning converfations !•- ^The fweet 
fejour at noon- ■ - 

Sotto 



f 
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Sotto le frcfche frondc 
Del frefco faggio 



and the walk at evening through breath- 
ing beanfields. — Ah ! enchanting walks. 
Constant I a ! when Fancy heightened by 
the furrounding beauties of nature, gave to 
all our difcourfe the happieft cnthufiafm ! 

Should I not tremble, even at the pofli- 
bility of lofing a happinefs like this ? 

— But let us not afflidt ourfelves with 
diftant evils ! (O that they were far diftant!) 
Iwill chink no longer of them, but quitting 
tliofe tenderly-anxious thoughts, which the 
beginning of your kind letter fuggefted, 
will proceed to that part of it, where you 
obligingly propofe a queftion, and call up- 
on me for an anfwer. 

I AM, indeed, of opinion, that the pro- 
feflbrs of religion hurt it's interefts by pur- 
fuing. them too clofely ; particularly when 
they make a merit of unnatural and un« 
neceffary feverities. — ^Yet this unfortunate 
dodtrine has thrown it's galling weight on 
tlie eafy yoke of Chriftianity, almoft ever 
fince it's publication. — The fathers, thofe 
fathers in whom the church has placed fuch 
an implicit confidence, gave to that reli- 
gion, which was meant to enlarge and hu- 
manize the mind, the meaneft and mod 

• D 4 con traded 



contrafted fpirit' and principles. — Sonne 
difgraccd it by the vilell quibbles • and 
mifquotations ; others loaded it with the 
mofl fuperfluous feverities, forbidding the 
ufe of natural and lawful pleafuresi" \ 
nay one t even goes fo far, as to declare, 
that the Patriarch was deemed worthy of 
a heavenly vifion, only becaufe he laid hU 
head upon the hard pillow of a flone, and 
what he did from ncceffity, advifes us to do 
by choice. — One § has fallen into the moft 
idle and abfurd fpirit of allegorizing the 
plainett literal narratives, fafts, and pre- 
cepts ; another ||, with equal abfurdity, ad- 
heres (o clofely to the letter, that he tells 
us the devil invented bufkins to give God 
the lie, becaufe, it is faid, that a man can- 
not add one cubit to his ftature. — In ftiort, 
my friend, thefe lights of the church were, 
in general, the moft miferable fanatics, ig- 
norant, puerile, and perftcuting, No 

wonder, therefore, if thofe who confider 
them as guides, (hould tread in their fteps. 
—No wonder if they (hould cherifli ig- 
norance, folly, fanaticifm, and every ridi- 

* See Juftin Martyr's ridicvlous apolofpes for the 
crofs. ' ^ 

+ Athenagoras, Jcrom, Cyprian, ftc. 
X Clemenc of Alexandria. 
J Origcn. 

I Tertullian* 

culous 
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cuilous efFeft of blind and {uperiticibus* 
zeal. 

Undoubtedly, my fair Reafoncr, thefc 
mifguided feverities are ruinous to the real 
intereil of religion ; and it's profeflbrs, as 
you obferve^ have certainly hurt thofe in- 
lerefts by purfuing them too clofely. 

Slavish and broken fpirits may thus*, 
indeed, be impofed upon ; — but where is 
that Free-will-offeringj that rational and li- 
beral worlhip, which founded in an intel- 
ligent faith and gratitude, does real honour 
to the deity ?— Such a worfliip can never 
be paid, 'till the mind refcued from the 
tyranny of an impofed belief, acquires the 
privilege of thinking and concluding for it- 
felf. 

It would, therefore, be for the real inte- 
reft of religion (if that intercft may be 
allowed to confift in the promotion of a 
rational worlhip, and an intelligent faith) 
that the mind fhould be fet at large.; and: 

Father M would by no means lofe- 

his account in it with regard to your piety,, 
though he (hould, as you fay, give you a. 
little reipite, and fufFer you to diverfify 
your reading and your (Indies : For, what 
you obferve is certainly juft ;. and you: 
would not only return to the attentions oF 
religion with greater alacrity ; but, by en- 
larging your moral and natural knowledge,^ 

D 5 yom 
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You would acquire new and nobler princi- 
ples of devotion, from beholding the wif- 
dom and benevolence of your Creator, dis- 
played throughout the moral and the na- 
tural world. 

But whether or not you can obtain this 
indulgence from your confeflTor, you will by 
all means fecure this letter from his inqui- 
fitorial eye ; otherwife, the fate not only 
of the letter itfelf, but of the writer, may 
be fomewhat dubious. 

I SMILED at your wi(h, that I were ap- 
pointed your confeflbr in jhe room of Fa- 
ther M . If I thought you fincere 

in that wifh, I fliould have very little in- 
clination to be fatisfied ; for, believe me, I 
had rather ftand in any other relation to 
you. — In one rerpe<5t, however, I fhould be 
gratified by this appointment. — I fliould 
learn the ftateof your heart ; and be at 
fured I would govern it with abfolute fway^ 
r-that would be a circumftance worthy 
my ambition. — Adieu ! my amiable friend, 
and remember that if ever I am honoured 
with the abovementioned appointment, I 
will make it my queftion, whether you 
were fincere when you expreffed that wilh. 

" Theodo&ius- 



L E T- 
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LETTER IX. 

CONSTANTIA toTHEODOSIUS. 

I Have a thoufand things to fay ; but 
where (hall I begin, where end ? — My 
heart dies within me,, when I think of fome 
paffages in your laft — what dreadful fpiritsv 
of misfortune have you .conjured up ! lay 
them ; for heaven's ftke lay them again,, 
if you have any regard for my peace or 
happinefs— Shall I tell you that the enjoy- 
ment of your friendfhip is very eflential to* 
both ? why (hould I not tell you fo ? Sure- 
ly filencc on fuch a fubjjedt would be a kindi 
of difingenuity !: 

This free and candid acknowledjgmenr,, 
is the only return I am able to make, for 
all that induftry of kindnefs I have expe- 
rienced from Theodosius.. — Poor and in- 
adequate is the reward, but what can Ido^ 
more ? Is it in my power to return thofe 
rich leifons in kind, by which I have beetle 
fb much delighted,. — I hopc^ profited?^ — 
Exalted. Moralifl ! amiable and excellent" 
Philofopher! what a Ibfs would Const an-- 
TiA fuffer, if deprived of your friendfliip!' 
To you. Ihe owes every valuable fentimenr,^ 
and.almoll all. the little knowledge (he can. 

boa ft. V. — 
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boaft ;— whatever, in your kindnefs, you 
are pleafed to diftinguifh with pratfe^ all, 
all is yours : 



Onde f * ialcun bel frutto 



' 



i 

1 



Nafce di roe ; da voi vien prima il feme. 

Jo per me (on quafi un tcrreno afciutto, | 

Coltada voi ; e'l pregio e.voftro in tutto. 

How infinitely am I obliged to you for 
communicating fo minutely your converfe^ 
tion with the excellent Fenelon ! every 
word of that prelate deferves to be written 
in letters of gold.— What fublime philoib- 
phy ! What enlarged morality ! What 
(Iriking lineaments of human nature, and 
human manners ! 

But I am moft charmed with the vene- 
rable man, when he explains and enforces 
his precept of living agreeably to nature — I 
felt the truth of his obfervaiions without 
the aid of experience. — And (hall I appear 
vain, when I tell you, that I have always 
retained certain fentiments, that were of a 
colour with thofe of your noble friend ? — 
I have always thought that not only the 
moral but the religious happinefs of hu- 
man life, was bed cultivated by that fini- 
plicity of manners and defires,. which 
would always attend the love and pur(uit 
of nature. Admire with me the following 

paffage. 
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paffage^ which defcribes the happinefs of 
the man who leads fuch a life : 

E'l dubbio, e'l forfe^ e'l come, e*l perche, 

rio 
Nol pdflbn far, cbe non ifta fra loro ^ 
E col vera e cdlfemplice iddio Jega^ 
E'l ciel propitio alle fue voglie piega. 

I think the Tentiment in the third-quoted 
verfe, of uniting the idea of a God with 
Truth and Simplicity remarkably beautiful. 
You fee I have already profited by the 
Jcademician's letter, and have not neglect- 
ed the amufem^nti^ of poetry and xht Belles 
Lettres. — I am Willing to afcribe to this ele- 
gant courfe of reading, ftill greater advan*- 
rages than he has allowed it, and am of o- 
pinion,that the bed philofophy and morali- 
ty, is to be found in the works of the po- 
:ets ; for with regard to philofophy, I would 
gladly be of opinion with the Englilh poet[ 
where he fays. 

How charming is divine philofophy ! 
Not harfh and crabbed as dull fools fup- 

pofe. 
But mufical as is Apdlo's lute ! 

I would willingly perfuade myfelf, that the 
beft poets are capable of inftrudling U6 in 
every part of ufcful knowledge j for I find 

a charm 
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tr charm in their works, fuperior to the 
pleafure any other mode of writing affords 

Whether it is the power of harmony, 
or ii^iagination, that thus leads me captive, 
I am at a lofs to know ^whether it is the 
elegance of thought, the tendernefs, or 
the gentility peculiar to poetry, that delights 
me moft, I am unable to determine j but 
all together give me the moft exquifite, the 
moll refined entertainment. — I wonder not 
that honours, next to divine, have always 
been paid to poets ; and that thofe heaven- 
favoured geniufes, have ever been efteem- 
cd fuperior to the reft of mankind. For 
my own part^ if I fliould bring an offering 
to the (hrine of any human Being, it (hould 
be to that of a poet. 

ApiEu ! 

Const ANT lik. 



■'J J 
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LETTER X. 

Theodosius to Constantia^ 

THE approbation of Constantia is 
more than the reward of worlds,and 
her favour more valuable. The utmoft of 
my ambition has ever been to ferve and 
oblige her, but why will flie aicribe to thofe 
fervices, to thofe poor endeavours to pleafc, 
more merit than they can poflibly have a 
claim to ? — But it is no wonder if Con- 
stantia, whopofiefles every virtue in the 
higheft degree, (hould carry her gratitude 
to excefs. / 

I WILL not anticipate thofe evils which 
my fears, poiTibly toainduftrious, have (a 
often brought before me ; but, while this 
delightful correfpondence lafts, I will fit 
down^ with fecurity, to enjoy the fweets of 
it. 

What fpirit and fenfibility ! What ele- 
gance of thought, in your lad charming 
letter ! you have even improved upon the 
Archbifliop's precept of living agreeably to 
nature ; and, in concert with the Italian 
poet, from whom you ' have qjiotcd that 
paflfage, (b juftly admired, you have thrown 
a new light upon the fubjc^. 

Nothing. 
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Nothing could be more nobly con- 
ceived» than the fentiment of uniting the 
idea of a God with Truth and Simplicity. — 
To deify and adore thofe amiable virtues^ 
is certainly a very pardonable fpecics of U 
dolatry — if, indeed, it can be called idola- 
try ; for we, certainly, worlhip the Sd- 
PREME Perfection, while we worftiiphis 
attributes, as it is only in thofe we can 
form any idea of him, • 

And yet it was from this fourcc that ido- 
latry, with all it*s troublefome and perni-' 
clous confequences, was derived of old. 
When the attributes of the univerfel Being, 
were perfonified and exhibited by figures,, 
the multitude, never capable of abftradted 
thinking, numbered fo many gods. 

The fentiment of your poet has, never- 
thelefs, great , metaphorical propriety ; — 
when divine honours are paid to Truth and 
Simplicity, much, certainly, is done for 
the fervip. of virtue. 

As you are profeffedly an admirer of fim- 
pie nature,' I will venture to fend you a po- 
em, whi<ih, on that account, I hope will 
beYecommcttded by thefubjeft. — At leaft^ 
I am fure, it has nothihg elfe to recom- 
mend it; and let that declaration convince 
you, Ib^ve hot the prefumptuous ambition^, 
to afpixe to the name and dignity of a Poet^. 

or 
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hope that you will bring an offering 
J (hrine. 
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tit to 
to my 
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Written in a Cottage- garden, at a Village 
in Lorrain \ and occafioned by a Tradi- 
tion, concerning a Tree of Roiemary. 

Arbvstum LaquiTu&. 

I. 

O THOU whom L$vi and Famy lead 

To wander near tUs wo^cHand biUt 

If ever mufic (mooth*d thy quilU 
Or pity wak*d thy gentle reed, 

Repofe beneath my humble tree» 

If thou lQV*ft Shi^iy. 

H. 

STKAiiGBiLif thy lothaalaidi 

In toilfome fcenes of bufy Bft ; 

Full forely may'ft thou rue the ftrife» 
Of weary paifions ill-repaid. 

In a garden live lite met 

If thou loy'ft Simplidty. 

FtOWlBt 
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III. 

Flowirs have (pning for many a year 
O'er tbe village-maiden's grave^ 
That, one memorial- fprig to fave^ 

Bore it from a fiftefs bier $ 

And homeward-walking, wept o'er mc 
The true tears of Simplicity^ 



IV. 



And foon, her cottage- window near 

With care my flender ftem fhe piac'd ; 

And fondly thus her grief embrac'd. 
And cberiih'd fad remembrance dear : 

For love fincere» and friendfliip free 

Are children of Simplicity. 



V. 



Whin pad was many a. painful day^ . 
Slow pacing o'er the village-green. 
In white were all its maidens feen. 

And bore my guardian friend away. 
Ah death I what fiicrifice to thee* 
The ruins of Simplicity \ 



Oil 
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VI. 



r One generous fwain her heart approv'd, 

A jouth) whofe fond and Mthful breaft 
With many an ardefs figh confefsM, 
In nature's languagie, that he lov'd. 

fl But ftranger, 'tis no tale for thee» 

Unlefs thou lov' ft Simplicity. 

VII. 

He died — and fbon her lip was cold, 
And (bon her rofy ^heek was pale i 
The village wept to hear the tale» 

When for both the flow bell toll'd— — — 
Beneath yon flowery turf they lie» 
The lovers of Simplicity. 

VIII. 

Yet one boon have I to crave ; 
Stranger if th^ pity bleed, 
Wilt thou do one tender deed, 

And ftrew my pale flowers o'er their grave i 
So lightly lie the turf on thee, 
Becaufe thou lov'ft Simplicity ! 



Tmbei 



V 
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There is fuch a pleafure in the indul* 
gcnce of tender nielancholy and pity ; 
that left I fliould deprive you of it, I will 
Bot add one word more than 



Theodosius. 



n* The flowery branch of Rofemary, 
that accompanies this, was gathered from' 
the tree, whofe genius fpoke the above 
vcrfes. 
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LETTER XL 

CoNSTANTIA tO ThEODOSI US. 

YO U muft be fenfible that you could 
not oblige me more than by favour- 
ing me with any of your poetical produc- 
tions. — Your Village- maid, is a pathetic 
pidure of rural Simplicity ^ as fuch I (hall 
prcferve it, together with the flowery 
branch of Rofemary, that accompanied it, 
for the fake of the author 

Your lafl: favour reminds me of ano- 
ther, which you fome time ago promifed, 
but have now, perhaps, forgot. — You prai- 
fed the Latin verfcs of the celebrated Eng- 
lifh poet we have fo often admired,^ and 
called him the beft writer in that language 
firice the age of Conftantine. When 1 com- 
plained that I was unable to read him in that 
language, you kindly promifed me a tran- 
flation of one of his fined Latin poems, 
which, I think, you called a Paftoral Ele- 
gy on the death of one of his friends, whom 
he expefted to have embraced on his re- 
turn from abroad, but found that he had 
taken his journey to that diftant country, 

——from 
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— from whofe bourn 
No traveller returns- 



Such a fubje£t is capable of great tender- 
nefs; and, at the hands of Miltok, it 
could not fail of finding it. Let me have 
one more inftance of your kindneis, in 
the execution of your promife. 



Adieu ! 



i ■ ,> 



CoNSTANTIA, 



/ 
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LETTER Xn* 

ThEODOSIUS to CoNSTANtlA. 

I Have made hafte to oblige you; there- 
fore, you muft be as ready to forgive > 
as I have been to obey. 

The paftoral part of Milton's Epitapbium 

Damonis. 

O FOR the ibft lays of Himbria^s maida t 
The drains that died in Aretbufa's (hades ; 
Tun'd to wild forrow on her mournful fliore. 
When Dapbnis, Hyias^ Eton breath'd no more ! 

Thamb's vocal wave fhould every note prolong. 

And all his villas learn the Doric fong. 

How Thyrsis mourn'd his long-lov'd Damon 

dead; 

Whatfighs heutter'd, and what tears he ihe d 

Yc dim retreats, ye wandring fowitslfts know ; 
Ye defcrt wilds bore witnefi to his woe : 
Where oft in grief, he paft the tedious day. 
Or lonely languifli'd the duU night away. 

Twice had the fields their blooming honours bore , 

And Autumn twice refiga'd his golden ftore, 

Unconfoous 
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Unconfciotts of hislofi, wUle Thyrsi s ftaid 
To woo the Tweet mufe in the Tufian (hade* 
Crown'd with her fitvour, when he fought again 
His flock forlkken, and his nadve plain ; 
When to his M Elm's wonted ihade retarn'd- 



Then— then he miis'd his parted friend— and moora'd* 
And go> he cr/d, my tender [ambs» adieu ! 
Tour wretched mafter has no time for jou. 

Yet are there powers divine in earth or (k/ ? 

Gods can they be who deftin'd thee to die ? 

And ihak thou mix with (hades of vulgar name ? 

Loft thy ^r honours, and ibrgot thy fame ? 

Not he, the God whofe golden wand reftraias 

The pak^qr'd people of t|ie gloomy J^voiiy 

Of Damon's fkte Ml tbn« regasdle&be. 

Or fiifier viilgir Ckades to bierd with thee. 

Then, go» h^ cry'd, 4rc» 

# 
Yet while one ftrain my trembling toi^pie may trji 

Not unlamented. Shepherd, (halt thou die. 

L^ng 11 thiefe (iei49;tby ifaine (hall flouri(h fair* 

And Dapknis only greater honours (hare ; 

ToDabhkis only pur€^ vows be paid, 

While Pan, or Pales loves the village-(hade. 

If Truth or Science may furvive the grave* ^ 

Or, what is more, a poet's friendlhip fave. 

Then g04ii«cc. 

Thbjls, thefe are tibiae : For me what hopes re- 
main? 

^Y« of long forrow, and of anguifli vaia. 

Far 
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For who, fiill faithiul to my fide» (hall go^ 
Like tbeCt ^hro' regioaaclad widi chilling fiiow ? 
Like thee, the f age of fiery fammerB bear. 
When fades the wAq flower ia the burning air ? 
The lurking dangisrs of the chafe efisy/ 
Or ibothe with ibogt and variom tale the day ? 
ThengOy &c. 

To whom iball T;niy ho^ and fears impart ? 
Or truft the carts and foUi9s of my heart ? 
Whofe gei^tle counfel^ put thofe cares to flight? 
Whofe chearf^l comret^ cheat the tedious night ? 
The ibdal hearth when Autumf^s treafures flore, 
Chiil blow the winds without, and thro' the Ueak elfti 
roar. 
ThengOy &c .. 

When the fierce Ainsof fummer noons invade. 
And Pan xefo(e% ii^ the greeiK wood ihade, 
Thefliepl^rds hide, the nymphs plunge down the 

deep. 
And waves the hedge- row o'er the plowman's fleep. 
Ahf who (hall cbanfD with fachaddreA refin*d, . 
Such Attic wit, and elegance of )mind ? 
Then go, &c. 

Alas ! now lonely round my fields I ftray ; 
And lonely feek the paflure's wonie4fl^^y* 
Or in fome dim vaie^ .mournful (hade repofe— - 
There penfive wait the weary day's flow dofe, . 
While fliowers defeeadi the^^obnciy temp^ft rayts^ 
AndVer my head the flraggling tv.nlight waves. 
Then go, &c. 

£ WpERB 
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^^HERB once fair harveftcloath'd my cultured plain, 
Kow. weeds obfcene and vexing brambles reign ; ■ 
The groves of mjitle, and the cluflcring vine 
Delight no more j for joy no more is mine. 
My flocks no longer find amafter's care, 
E'en piteous as they gaase with •looics of -dumb defpair. 
Then go, &c. 

Tht hazel, Tyt'rus, has no charms'^for me ; 
Nor yet thy wUd afli, lov'd Alphesibee. 
No more ihall Fancy weave her rural dream. 
By iEcow's willow, or Amynta's ftream. 
The trcrtibling leaves, the fountain's cool fetene. 
The murmuring Zephyr, andthe mofly green — 
Thefe fmile unfeen, and thofe unheeded play, 
I cut my (hrubs, and carelefs walk'd away. 
Then go, &c. 

Mopsus, who knows what fates the ftars difpenfe. 
And folves the grove's wild warblings into fenfe, 
Thb Mopsus mark'd— — what thus thy fpleen can 

move ? 
Some baleful planet, or fome hopdefs love f 
The ftar of SatuiCn oft annoys the fwain, 
And in the dull, cold bread, long holds his leaden reign* 

Then go, &c. 

• 

The Nymp)|poo, piteous of their Shepherd's , woe. 
Came, the fad caufe folicitous to know. 
Is this the port of jocund youth, they cry. 
That look difguft«d, and that downfall tyt I 
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Gay (biles and love on that foQ feafon wait i 
* He's twijce a vnretch whom Jbeauty wonnds too late* 
Then go» &c. 

One gentle tear the Britijb Chloris gave, 
,Chloris the grace of Maldon's purple wave- — 

In vain my grief no Toothing words difarm. 

Nor future hopes, nor prefeat good can chacn. 
Then go, &c. 

The happier flocks one Tocial fpirit moves, 
The fame their fports, their paftures and (heir loves ; 
Their hearts to no peculiar object tend, 
None knows a favourite, or feledts a friend. 
So herd the various natives of the main. 
And P ROTE us drives in crowds his fcaly train. 
The feather'd tribes too find an eafier fate ; 
The meaneft.fparrow (till enjoys his mate i 
And when by chance, or.wearisig age (he dies^ 
The tranfient lofs a fecond choice fupplies. 

Man, haplefs man, for ever doom*d to know 
The dire vexations that from difcord flow. 



* MUton feemsto have borrowed this fentiment from 
Guaiini : 

Che fe t'afTale a la canuta etate 
Amorpfo talento, ^ 

Havrai doppio tormento, ^ 
£ di quel, che potendo non volefla, 
£ di quel; che voleqdo no potrai. - 

£ 2 I« 
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la til tht countlcfi numbeti of his kind. 
Can icarcely meet Witfa one corigiinlal inhid. 
If hapty found, Death wings the fatal Darr» 
The tender union breaks^ and breaks his heart. 
Then go, &c. 

Am me ! what trror tempted me to go 
O'er foretgn motmtains and thro* Ai^Me fh6W ? 
Too great the price to mark in TiBBR'sgkxHn 
The mournful image of departed Rome I 
Nay, yet immortat, coaki (he boaft again 
The gtoncs of her vnivefia) reigii, 
And ail that Maro left hb Mcb to fee. 
Too great the ptirchaiV, to abandon thee ? 
To leave thee in a land no long<lr fUtH f ' *' ^ ' « 
\ Bid mountaibs rife, and tK^^ tdH bet#ecfn ? » ■■ 

Ah ! not embrate thefc l^ — i-^not tb fee 'fliee ^k ! 
Meet thy laft look^, e!r cklfe thy liingmd ey« I 
Not one fond farewiel vnth thy ih^fctd fdnd, 
Nor bid thee think of thy furviting Friend I 
Then go, &c. 

YeTu/can Shepherds, pardon mt this tear! 
Dear to the Mufe, to me for ever dear ! 
The youth I mourn a Tufcan utle bore. 



iSee * Lydian Lucca for her fon deplore ! 

V^^ * The Tufc^u were a branch of the Pdafgi that 
migrated into Hu^b not many ages after the difper- 
fion. Some of them marched by land ft^iar as Lydia^ 
and from thence detached a colony tedieff thil <i6ndu^ 
pf Tyrfenui to Italy. 

O DAYS 
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O DAYS of eatacjr ! when rapt I lay 

Where ArnO wanders down his flowery way, 1 — ^ 

Pluck'd the pale violet, prefs*d the velvet mead, j 

Or bade the myrtle's balmy fi-agrance bleed ! -^ 

Delighted, heard amid the rural throng 
Mbnalcas drive with Lycidas in fong. 

Oft would my voice the mimic ftrain eflay, I 

Nor haply all unheeded was my lay : ■ 

For, Shepherds, yet I boaft your generous aieed,. 
The ofier ba(ket, and compadled reed. 
Fk A NCI NO crowned me with a poet's fame. 
And Datx * caught his beecheD'g.roves my name. 

Milton, when hfewasin l/aly^ had the 
peculiar good fortune, to find an age of 
geniufes, and to be dillinguiflicd by ihcir 
Favour in a very extraordinary manner. 
1 hat polifh which the young mind^reccives J 

from the elegant fimpKcity of the claffics, ^^ 

he enjoyed i ft the greateft perfcdtion. The 
confiderable fund of that kinti.of know- 
ledge, >yhich he took with him into Italy, 
he had the happieft means of improving 
and perfeding, in thofe infpiring fcenes, 

* When Milton was in Italy, Carlo Dati was Fro* 
fcffor of Philofophy at Florence.— —A liberal friend 
to men of genius and learning, as well foreigners as his 
own countrymen. He wrote a panegyric and 

fome poems on Lewis XIV. befides other traAs. 

E 3 where 
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v^Irere the fincft writers of Latium firfl 
drew their breath. r-Thofe fcenes af- 
forded the beft comment on the works of 
the Roman daffies, and Mihon (hewed in 
all his Latin poems, that he tafted their 
beauties in the moft refined degree. 

The friend he bewails in the charming 
poem, of which I have made tbefe bumble 
efforts to fliew you the beauties, was the 
companion of his early years ; and it is no 
wonder that he laments him with fuch pa- 
thetic tendernefs : For friendfhips of that 
kind, which are nurfed under the funfhin* 
of young enthufiafm, are always the moft vi- 
gorous. — Ate they not, my Constantia? 
I feel they are j for I am, &c. 



Theodos;u'S, 



«^ 
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LETTER XIIT. 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSI U3. 

I Flew with your letter to our favourite 
alcove; and there with what pleafure, 
with what avidity I perufed it, Theodo- 
SI us need not be told. 

I VBR I LY believe, that I am better plea- 
fed to be entertained than to be inllrudl- 
ed ; for I fcarce ever received Co much plca^ 
fure from a letter of yours, as your lafi: af- 
forded mtf — yet what can be the reafon ? It 
is not, ceFtainlyjy- that f am jealous of your 
inftruftive letters as giving you a fuperiori- 
ty— I cannot charge toyfelf with fo much 
pride.-T-Nay, were I not fenfible of that 

fuperiority, I muft be ftupid indeed ; 

thus, however, 1 flatter myfelf on my pe- 
netration in being abfe to diftinguifh it, and 
op my modefly in being faiisfied with it ^ 
and thus, like many other good people, I 
am vain of being free from vanity. 

But all the inftrudions of my amiable 
Philofopher have been feafoned with fo 
much politenefs, or conveyed in fuch an 
indiredk manner, that, while I had all the 
opportunity of profiting by them, I could 
hardly ever difcern that they were intend- 

E 4 ed 
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cd for my ufe. — If then your laft Tetter 
pleafed me more thab any other, it is be- 
caufe I am idle, and voluptuous, and tafte 
more pleafure in poetry than in philofb- 
phy. 

Yet the genius of Milton had fuch a 
moral turn, that be feldom wrote poetry 
without writing philofophy ; and even the 
Paftoral you have fo obligingly tranflated^ 
is nor, I find, without fcmething of it. How 
beautifully doee be bewail the loft advan- 
tages of rricndfhip ! 

To whom ihftH I my bo^es tnd kttu impart^ 
Or tr uft tbe ctres and fbilies 'of my hnxt ? . 

And alas ! how truly does be lament that 

man ' , - , 
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In ail the countlefs numbers of bis kind, 
Can fcarcely meet with one congenial mind ! 

Young as I am, I have felt the force of this 
truth, and have maJI many melancholy 
reflexions upon it, after the painful, ridi- 
culous, trifling, and impertinent vifus I have 
been obliged to pay and receive, from the 
fiHier partof my fex. Horrid tyranny of 
faftion that impofes this upon us ! What 
right can an equality, or a fuperiority of 

fortunes 



fortune give one lady torobanpiber of her 
time, fenfe anil patience ? I fay her $cnfe ; 
for the converfaiion of fools leaves a tinc- 
ture of folly upon ns.—*— What title has 
drefs or figure to lay tax upon us for ad- 
miration ? Do not they who exped iliis, 
infult our underftapding ? And are not 
thofe who pay it, the flaves of folly ? O 
that the fhackles of cuftom were once bro- 
ken, and that we might chufe our fociety 
out of either fex without cenfure, or in- 
convenience ! 

Just before I received yourletter, I waa 
delivered from the moft defpicableand im- 
pertinent fet of vifiters, that ever difgraced- 
the name of good company. — To me fuch 

vifits are always vifitations. To the a- 

bove-mentioiled deliverance, you may, if 
you pleafe, impute feme degree of that ex- 
traordinary pleafure I afcribed to the peru- 
fal of your letter. — This I fay, left I fliould. 
contribgte to make you, what you have fo 
often ma^e me, vain -, and thus, ar leaft,. 
you muft acknowledge, that 1 outdo you* 
in generofity. 

I AM not dif[Aeafed with your obferva- 
tion, that young friendfhips are the moff* 
tender — no doubt ftvey are — for the friend- 
fliips, like all other purfuits aiad attach- 
roents of youth, havenc^-ehy to recommend 

£ 5' themy. 
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them, paffions to enliven, and enthufialnr 
to cherifh them. — But ah ! my friend ! (for 
once I will fay, my Theodosius !) when 
novelty is no more ; when the paffions 
fubfide, and enthufiafm vanifhes like a 
dream ; will not the friendfliips, will not 
the attachments, that^thefe principles pro- 
duced, vanifli with them ? — I will not fear 
it, though it fhould be true. 

non e prudenza 



Ma follia de mortal! 

L' arte crude! di prefagirfri mall;. 

One thing, however, I will freefy acknow- 
ledge, or rather boaft of, that my friend- 
Ihip for Theodosius is, exclufively, found- 
ed an efteem. For this reafon, I flatter 
myfelf, that it will laft in all its prefent cor- 
diality- — why fliould it not ?^ It has nc-- 
thing to lofe, when the charm of nov^liy 
is loft. — It's exiflence, by no means, de- 
pends upon the paffions ^ it has, there- 
fore, nothing to apprehend when they fen- 
guilh, or decline. — It derives not its fup- 
port from enthufiafm, and, confequently^ 
cannot fufFer, when enthufiafm dies away. 
While thus I comfort, I hope I do not 
deceive myfelf.^ — Bij-t, fhould even that be 

the 
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the cafe, let your ingenuity for once give 
way tayour compaffion, and do not unde- 
ceive me. This is perhaps, the only in- 

llance in which I could be fatisfied with 
myfelf, for declining the report of truth. 

Observe, however, that I expeft you 
will, with the utmoft candour and ingenui- 
ty, refolve fome pans of my doubts, and 
tell me freely, whether thofe young, friend- 
(hips which are heightened by novelty, by 
the paflions and enthufiaim, will not inevi- 
tably perifh with thofe fources that fupporx 
them. 

You fee I have been at pains to induce 
you to declare your fcntiments, on this fub- 
jeft ; fince I have removed the principal ob- 
jection, that might have occurred to you,. 
bv declaring, that, my friendfliip for you 
cannot be affcdted. by. the argument. . . 



Adieu !: 



CoNSTANTrAv. 
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LETTER XIV. 

ThEODOSIUS to CoNiSTAMTIA. . 

THOUGH there is nothing in which 
CoNSTANTi A has Hot a right to conv 
mand her friend, and though, in ever/ 
thingy it IS his prid« and pleafure to obey 
her ;' yet he will own, that he goes unwil- 
lingly about the tafk (he has appointed 
him. 

Ah ! my dear, my amiable moralift ! It 
is frequently the happinefs of man to Ihut 
his eyes againft the inBrmkies of his na*> 

lure ! In thofe circumftancea, where* 

the knowledge of his weaknefe, cannot (avc: 
him from feme real evil, that knowledge i& 
of \^k value than ignorance. 

The benevolent purpofes of Providence^ 
have concealed the future from us, that we 
may 'not be interrupted ia the enjoyment 
of the prefent ; and it is,, in many cafes^ 
neceffary to our happmefs,, that we Ihould 
imitate this oeconomy of the Supreme Wif- 
dom, and embrace ihofe innocent pleafures,. 
which the feveral periods of life may afford 
lis, without enquiring too officioufly into 
their caufes or events, and without being 
too folicitous about their duration. 

Mahy 
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Mahy, poflibly^ of our pleafurcs, many^ 
I am fure, of our amufements, fpring from 
fuch iburces, as, upon enquiry, would be 
found to do little honour to a creature dif- 
tinguidied by reafon. Their tendency, at 
Ifhe fame time, is frequently as infignificant 
as their caufe, and both are unworthy of a 
ferious inquiry. 

Ther]| arc, indeed, enjoyments of a 
higher nature that may better deferve our 
attention ; and yet, to inquire into the pro* 
bability of their duration, m^ht contribute 
very little to our happinefs. 

Such, in particular, are the connections 
of friend (hip. — Thefe are the property of 
man, and muft, therefore, be frail, changes- 
able and uncertain iike himfelf. It muft, 
Gonfcquently, be for his eafe to fit down 
unapprehenfive to enjoy them, without me- 
ditating on all the poflible variety of evils,' 
to which they rauft be expofed, from a 
change of fentimentsand inclinations, and 
from the feveral contingencies of chance 
^nd time. 

It is into the fate of young friendfliips^ 
my CoNSTANTiA, that you would lead my 
enquiries. Thefe, indeed, are not the leaft 
junworthy of our attention ; for youth is the 
feafon both of friendlhip and of virtue. — 
If to a difpofition naturally not unfociabl^* 
we have added; the advantages of a liberal 

educatbn^ 
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education, we come into the bufinefs ancf 
Ibciety of life, in general, better and hap- 
pier creatures than when we leave it^ 

We ftep in tO'th?^ world with liberaf fen- 
timents and benevolent affections, but the 
experimental knowledge of men contrafts 
the former and ftarves the latter. — Info- 
much that he muft be poffeffed of a difpo- 
fition, more than ordinarily humane, who 
does not fn fome degree, become a mifan- 
thropift before he dies. — I nvay go further, 
and add, that he mufl: have uncommon vir- 
tue and greatnefs of mfnd, who, with un- 
blemiftied manners, and uncontracted fen- 
timents, can fail with fuch a corrupted 
crew down the current of life. 

ly Man is, in fpite of all his reafon, an 
mutative creature, and what he has beeti 
long accuftomed to obferve in others, he 
will, <vith difficulty, forbear to admit in 
himfelf. By habit we may bring ourfelves 
to behold deformity without difguft, and by 
being long converfant in feenes of enmity 
and infincerity, the love of truth and hu- 
mankind will infenfibly decay, 

i^ As youth, therefore, is the feafon of fin- 
cerity and benevolence, it muft, of confe- 
quence, be the moft promifing feafon c€ 
friendlhip ; for thofe virtues arc it's beft 
and fureft foundation. 



We love a benevolent man for our own- 
fakes, and a fincere man for the fake of 
his fincerity. — Efteem for ever attends the 
union of thefe ; — that Efteem which my 
CoNSTANTi A has done me the honour to 
acknowledge^ as the fource of her friend* 
fliip f 

Thus, my fair Cafuift, you fee we have 
a fufficient foundation whereon to ere^t an 
early friendfliip, exclufive of Novelty^ the 
PaJJions and Entbufiirfm j and we may juft- 
ly conclude, therefore, that fuch a friend- 
fliip may exi^l, though all fuch auxiliaries 
fhould vanifli or decay. 

Yet while thefe laft, they undoubted-^ 
ly yield us a, more high-fet pleafure, as well 
in friendlhip, as in every other enjoyment.. 

Nevertheless I know not whether 
much ought to be afcribed to Novelty, 
which, in the cup of friendfliip, is, cer- 
tainly, the very worft ingredient. — Poffibly 
it may, for a while, give a poignancy to 
the tafte, bu£ the mellowing^ power of Time, 
produces a much better and more agree- 
able flavour. 

The prevalence and adivity of the paf- 
fions, keep up that lively zeft, and ardour 
of affedlion, which add to the readinefs of 
confidence, and are produilive of a thou- 
iand agreeable fenfaiions. 

Eli. 
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EntIiusiasm has an efTe^ion friendship 
proportionable to it's influence on Love. — 
It heightens it with the glowing fentiments 
of.imagination, and embelliHies it's real ad- 
vantages with the vifionary charn^s of Fan- 
cy, and intelle(5lual Refinement ! 

Yet when thefe fhall depart with de- 
parting youth ; while Sincerity and Bene- 
voUnce xtxanxi^ Friendfliipftall reniain with 
them. — A refleftion, which affords me the 
higheft confolaiion ! as I am convinced 
that, in corifequence of thofe principles. 
Constant! A cannot ceafe to be the friend 

Theodosius. 
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LETTER XV. 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

WH A T a letter ! my friend. -r-— If 
you have drawn a true pidlure of 
human nature, and if the knowledge of 
the world> be really attended with the con- 
fequences you mention, who would not 
live in ignorance ? — Ah ! Thkodosius J 
what fears ! what uneafincfs has your let- 
ter awakened ! — Better, indeed* my Phi- 

fopher, had you fuffered me to continue 
in ignorance! — Better, and kinder, had 
you permitted me to enjoy my vifionary 
dream of the duration and improvement 
of human nature ! — Ah ! too penorrating 
friend ! — Too ingenious in the difcovery of 
that weaknefs, it would have been happier 
to hide! — You were fenfibleof this truth,, 
and why would you gratify my impertinent 
curiofity, only to make me miferable ? — 
To give me melancholy and mortifying 
ideas of that life in which my lot has fal- 
len ! 

Yet, furely, Theodosius, the fweet 
affedlions of Benevolence will not wear 
away with youth. — If the commerce of the 

world 
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world doth not corrupt the heart, furel/, tr 
willftill have room for fo delightful a gucft. 
— I declare, that without one womanilb 
fear, I would part with my being, rather 
than hold it en any other terms. 

But what fiiperfluaus fearife do I entcp- 
tain ? This dreadful fhipwreck can only 
happen on the tempeftuoas ocean of the 
world — my bark, I am deiepmined, fhalf 
not be expofed to fuch ruin. — Safely fhall 
it fleer into fome quiet harbour, and reft 
fee ure from ftorms and tempefts. 

Seriously and plainly, my friend, yoa 
have given me fuch ideas of mixing widi 
the world, and of the inconveniences whicb 
attend it, that I, who can boaft no fupe- 
rbr fortitude, conclude, it muft be my hap- 
pkiefs to live in fulitary obfcurit)^. — There 
lean eAibrace your good prelate's precept,. 
and live agreeably to nature, — There I fhall 
be free from the impertinence of Folly, 
and the cenforioufnefe of Envy. — My pre- 
cious hours will riot be facrificed to tri- 
flers ; I ihall employ them in ftudies wor- 
thy of a rational creature. 

O Theodosius! for thofe dclightfut 
moments that fhall glide away on the hal- 
cyon-wings of Peace and Tranquillity !— 
for thofe dear uninterrupted days of letters 
and leifurc,, when the mind may riot inin- 

teUeduat 
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felleflual feftivity ; and free from everjr 
low, every vulgar and debafing eare, may 
acquire that dignity and knowledge, which 
ihall properly recommend it to forae high- 
er ftate of exiftence t 

What luxury is in the thought! evei> 
now I anticipate the happinefs I defcribe. — 
Even now, in imagination, I enjoy thofe 
eafy pleafures, that independence of mind 
and body, which folitude and liberty mud 
afibrd.— — I look back on Theodosius 
bufllingin the world, pity him, pray for 
him^ and tremble for his virtue. 

Adieu ! AoJEut 

C0NSTA.NTIA. 
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LETTER XVI. 

Theodosius to Constant I a. 

** T7^ N JO Y thy dream, dear and ami- 
Jjj able Enthufiaft f Enjoy thy vifion- 
ary (cene ! To rouze thee from thofe de- 
lightful reveries, to break thofe fanCy-fa- 
voured flambers, would be cruel, if not 
impious.'' — Such, ar>d fo exprefled' were 
my fentiments, on pcrufing your laft dear 
letter.— Bat Tendfernefs muft give place to 

Truth ; at lead in a circumftance fa 

important, as that of laying dowh a p!an 
of life. 

There isfcarce any thing in which the 
mind is fo apt to miftake its true int^re/i, 
as in projects of future happinefs. — It is 
impoffiblc to know how we (hall bear thofe 
ftati^^ns, or circumftances, which we have 
only contemplated at an unaffedling dif- 
tance ; and yet, with an affurance that does 
more honour to our courage, than our dif- 
cretion, we venture to conclijde, that thofe 
appointments, or fchemes of life to which 
we are perfectly ftrangers, would infallibly 
complete our felicity. 

Iw 
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Im the mean time, we never confider, 
that new ftations, and appointments to 
which we have not been accuftomed, rouft 
neceffarily take us out of our ufual train 
of fentimcnts, aflions, and attentions. 
This, iiowever, will make us uneafy ; for 
change is always an evil, and we never 
feel it more fenfibly, than in the manner 
and oeconomy of life. 

With refpcft to your fcheme of living 
fccluded from the world, P (hould have 
condemned it with the (hort ccnfure of a 
imile, had I not paid Co much deference 
to your Reafon and Jud^ment^ as to con- 
clude, thatthofe ought ao be appealed to on 
every argument, that might relate to your 
fentiments and refolutions. 

Will my beautiful friend forgive me, 
then, if I fuppofe that Judgment to have 
htm bribed by enthufiafm, when (he con- 
cluded that, by living alone, fhe ihould 
live agreeably to nature ? 

I AM fenfible. Madam, that by this you 
meant no more than, that fucha mode of 
Jife would exempt you from thofe external 
temptations, thofe idle luxuries and follies, 
which are apt to make us deviate from the 

paths of Truth and Simplicity.- But 

did you confider, that to live alone^ is to 

live contrary to nature ? A ftate of 

folitude 
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folitude is not the natural ftate of man. 
—The arguments I ihould make ufc of to 

prove this are old and obvious. That 

I may be lefs unentertaining, therefore, 
while I mean to fet before you the incon- 
veniencies attending your fcheme of life, 
I will give you a Ihort account of a lady 
of my own family, who formed the fame 
refolutions, and put them in praftice. 

Th us her ftory is related in a manufcript, 
ftill prefcrvedamong the family papers. 

EuDociA, anonTy daughter, was bred 
up under the aufpices of Altheria, a 
lady equally diftinguirtied by her piety as 
a chrtftian, and her afFe£\ion as a parent. 
The temper and genius of the daughter 
were naturally warm and fufceptible ! The 
offices and duties of religion had habitu- 
ally infpired her with fuch a zealous and 
fervent devotion, that fhe feemed to have 
no liappinefs, that did not flow- from thofe 
exercifes and attentions which religion re- 
quired. 

Her knowledge of books was little, of 
human nature lefs. She had, notwith- 
flanding, conceived an infinite contempt 
for that world, to which (he was utterly 
a ftranger, and concluded, that to enter 
into the interefts and engagements of fo 

ciety. 



dety, would be a voluntary facrifice to 
Vice and Folly. 

EuDdciA was in natural good fenfe, 
beauty, and a fweetncfs of difpofition, 
equalled by few women of her time. — 
Thefe qualities engaged the affeftions of 
Ai-?^HENOR, a gentlewoman whofe genius 
and penetration gave him a kind of intui- 
tive knowledge of the human heart. 

HE concluded, that every attempt to in- 
troduce EuDoc I A to the world, or to efta- 
blifli the fociallife in her good opinion would 
be vain. He knew that it would be fruit- 
lefs to argue with her on the pleafures flic 
had never known, and the miferies ftie had 
never experienced. —He, therefore, did not 
expatiate^ either on the advantages of fo- 
ciety, or -the inconveniencies of folitude; 
for fuch had been the condition of Eu- 
docia's life, that, as yet^ flie was, in a 
great meafure, a ftranger to both. 

Upon the death of her parents, which 
-happened before flie had attained her tweur 
ty.£fth y^ar, her fortune and manner of 
life w^reat her owndifpofal.- -She now de- 
termined to put in execution a fcheme which 
flie had long meditated. — It was to retire, 
but not into a convent. A fpirit of liberty 
had always faved her from that facrifice, 
jK>wever induftrioufly folicited by the 

cmiilTaries 
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cmtiTaries oF the church, oc encouraged by 
ifelfifli relations. 

She was pofTefled of an ^fta^te, fituated 
in a very retired part cf tlje ; province of 
Compeigne ; and' there it \8ras that fhe b^d; 
determined ; to five feqt^ftr^d from vtne^ 
world, withno other fo'ci^ty. than ait raged;: 
confeflbr^ and neceflary domeftics, ■ J ..^^ 
Of the laft (he made a very few, and thofe 
females, fufficient. 

At thi? crifis it might bave beqi expedi- 
ed^ that Alphenor would have u(ed his 
utmoftaddrefs to diffuade her from her 
purpofe. — »— By no means.- — On the con- 
trary,. he encouraged her'in her refolution, 
applauded the piety of her purpofe, and 
expatiated on the happinefs of foiitary 
(anility. He affumed not th^leaft of the 
lover's char after, . but that.qf.the religious 
friend. 

Bv this means he gained one point, 
which he had ufed all his induftry, all his 
art to obtain.— He had EuDOC 1 a*s pcrmif- 
fion to pay her one vifit at the ,end of three 
months after her retirement; a .favour 
which was allowed to none befide, cither 
of her friends, or acquaintance, and which 
Alphenor himfclf, though through the 
mediation of religion, had fcarce addrefe 
fufficient to obtain. 
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EupociA I'etired-^She t{4>machs<J: tHt 
confines of her -eftate with .raptpr£8,:and 
paid a kind of idolatrons warfliip. .to .the"^ 
venerable groves that furrounded. heKlja- 
bitation. 

** Hail, flie cried, ye innocjent and hap* 
py fordttrs ! ye (hall at once be the wit* 
nefles and the guardians of my repofe. 
— Enjoy your vegetable exiftence, fecure 
from the cruelties and the ravages of 
man !— I have fled from the evils of fo- 
cicty, to enjoy peace and innocence with 

you my undefigning friends ! my 

blamelefs companions ! often (hall I af- 

ibciate with you, and repofe under the 

kind protection of your (hade." 

Wn*H the -fame kind of cn^ufiaftic 

pleafure (he walked through the fevcral ap- 

partm.ents of her houfe, confecrating eiach 

with a kind of petitionary ejaculation. 

For the firft week of her retirement, (he 
found fufiicient employment in the oeco- 
nomy of her family, and the .diftribution 
of their feveral offices to her domeftics. — 
The fecond (he devoted wholly to reli- 
gious exercifes and the raptures of devo- 
tion. 



I HAVE 



lukvz been intcraipted, and you will 
not at prefcnt, be troubled with any fur- 
ther account of my pious anceftor. 



Adieu ! 

Thiodosius. 



LET. 
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LET T^E R XVII. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

* * * -ff C/y whatever is rapturous can- 
not laft long : Thofe exercifcs that lift the 
mind above it's ufual pitch, if too frequent- 
Jy, or loo long indulged, will at length, 
cither totally deftroy it^ or deprive it of that 
fobriety, which is neceflary for the prefcr- 
vation of it's due poife. 

Nature feems, in kindnefs, to have 
guarded us againd the inconveniences that, 
might arife from hence, by (hortening the 
influence- of joy, by inclining us to variety, 
and by giving the property, eiiher of in- 
difference, or difguft to every objc€>, that 
has been too long, or too affiduoufly pup- 
fued, with whatever avidity it might have 
been embraced at firft. 

That little fociety to which Eodocia. 
had hitherto been accuftoraed, was a ne- 
ceflary relief from the afliduities of religi- 
ous ftudies and exercifes ;. and, far from 
being any prejudice, was in reality, favour- 
able to the interefts of religion. — It is cer- 
tain, however, that (he was of a diflfercnt 
opinion, upon her firft feclufion from the 
world i but many weeks had not paffed> 

F 2. before; 
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before (he felt the inc^nveniencies of her 
miftake, if (he was unwilling to perceive 
the miflake itfclf. 

The exercifes of devotion, by being too 
frequently repeated, became languid and 
unaffe^ing : Her itoind, having been ac- 
ciiftbtntd to coHKnunication, (hrunk under 
the weight of it's own fentiments; and 
eVery fucceeding day approached lefs wel- 
come, and nnore feared than the former. 

What fhould ftie do ? Should ihe re- 
turn to that world (he had forfaken and 
dcfpifed ? But, a fcnfc of (hame and pride 
rofe in' oppofition to that thought, and 
ftrangfed it in it's birth. 

Ik t-his diflfatisfied and dejected ftate, (he 
recolleifted the appointment of Alphenor^s 
vifit — with joy (he recolledtcd it, and re- 
numbered, with a blufh, the difHculties (he 
Ited ftfii*ted againft it. 

** How, faid (he, fhall I conceal that 
*^ pf^afure, which I cannot but feel at the 
** fight of Alphenor ? If I ex^prefs my real 
** fentiments^ he will have reafon to think 
** his prefence of fome confcquence to my 
" happintfs ; and if I receive his vifit with 
" an iridifFerence equal to that with which 
<* I receit'ed the propofal of it, I fhall do 
•• violence to that candour and (jncerity of 
** heart, which cannot bear even the (ha- 

" dow 



** dow of diffitnulation, lii the former^ 

** cafe, I ftiould appear a weak and un- 
" fteady creature to Alfhenor. — In the 
" latter, I ftiould become infupf ortable to. 
•*,myfelf/' 

While flie was thus meditating, in* 
what manner (he ftiould receive her friend^ 
the time appointed for his viftt was. at hand^ 
— But Alphenor did not appear — mailer 
of every key to the human heart, he knew 
that if, by delaying his vifit to Eudocia, 
he gave it the appearance of uncertainty^ 
that uncertainty would probably create aiv^ 
anxiety on her part, which might not be. 
unfavourable to his defign. 

This had the defired efFed :. Day. after* 
d^y pafled away in the fame folitary. lan- 
guor, and EuDociA concluded^ that the. 
many objeftio^s Qie had made, to Alphe-- 
nor's vifit, had determined him at lally.ta- 
think of it no more. — This refledion made, 
her miserable, and,ftje.now wiftiedfor no^ 
thing fo acdcmly^. as that the prefcnce o£ 
her friend'. wouW pfovethofe apprehenfiona 
vain. 

At length he came.— A tear fell from 
the eye of Eudocia, wtien flie received: 
him ; he obferved 4t, and knew that he had 
now nothing more to do, than to reconcile 
her to hcrfclf^.and to enable her to acknow— 

E 3; kdgj^ 
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ledge her miftake without fliame, or .copr ' 
fufioh. 

Those wants that invention or eloquence 
could fupply never diftrefled him long. 

** I HOPE, Madam;" faid he, " that a 

^^ life of folitude has been more cotpfort- 

'** able to you than it has been to me/' — 

•^ Howi" cried Eudoci a, ** has Alphehor. 

^* been a Solitaire ?'* 

** Such, Madam, I bare been ever fihce- 
" I loft the happinefs of Eudocia's con-. 
*' verfetioti.—- It was always my ambition 
" to Jmitafte hen — Shall flie^ faid I, lh*U a 
*• \vt)man have fortitude to forfake the 
*< world^: an/- retire to folitude, to pradtife 
" th-e fubliipe duties of religion ; and (halt 
**^ I tiot profit by the example of that virtue 
*< I cannot but praife ? — But alas ! Madam ! 
**. alas ! Euupci A ! fliall I confefs to you — '* 

*♦. WhaT: would, Alphenor confefs ? 
** Either the miferies and the inconveni- 
** ences of abfolutc folitude muft be very 
** great, or I muft have an uncommon 
•* arid difgraceful weaknefs of mind 5 for 
**. the time I have thus devoted, I have not 
*^. fpi^nt in happinefs, but in languor and 
*!< difcontent.'V 

EuDocu Ihed another tear, 

♦* How kind, faid Alphenor, thus to 
*♦ pity the unhappinefs of your friend !'* 

I CAN- 
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** I CANNOT, replied EtfoociA, accept 
^* of a compliment I do not dcferve. The 
** tear you obferved had fomething fclfifli 
** in it, — Alphenor can have no \yeak- 
** nefs^ that is not the weaknefs of human 
*^ nature •, and, could it be any fatisfadtion 
** to him to know, that his friend has been 
" as miferable in a ftate of folitude as him- 
felf^ his own ingenuous confeflion might 
countenance Her in acknowledging it.'* ^ 






For a woman^ of my Constantia's pe- 
netration, it would be ncedlcfs to tranfcribc 
any more of the above narrative ; and it 
will be fufficient to inform her, that from 
the union of Alphenor and Eudocia, in 
a^diftant defcent, came.. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

OH! Theodofius ! — my guide — ray 
friend f — my inftruder I alas ! — ^no 
more ! * 

The tear fwims in my eye — my heart 
fwelfs ; and my hand trembles while I teU 
you, that you are — banilhcd for ever from 
this place, and that I am forbidden to fee 
you, or hear from you more. 

What, what (hall I do ? nothing ever 
can repair this cruel lofe — the lofs of a wife,, 
a learned, and a virtuous friend ! What 
has the world of cquaf worth ?— Deprived,, 
for ever deprived of that prcfence> which 
enlivened with invariable chearfulnefs and 
fenfibility ! — of that converfation which ne- 
ver failed to make the mind richer, the 
heart happier — and (O cruel extenfion of 
refentment !) of that precious, that inftruc^ 
tive correfpondence, which, as it afforded 
me the beft means of cultivating and ira- 
proving my mind, ought to have been 
confidered with gratitude by the very per- 
fon who has forbidden it. 

But of whom, or of what do I prcfumc 
to complain i Duty reftrains the remon-^ 

flrances. 
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ftrances of grief, and the expoftulations of 
forrow. — You are not now ignorant, that 
the quarrel you dreaded, has actually hap-». 
pened, with the bittercft recriminations. 

Then, farewell, my bcft, and moft va- 
luable friend ! — for ever to be remember- 
ed ! — for ever to be regretted ! — Accept of 
all I can returji for your invariable, your 
induftrious kindnefs ! — Moft refpefted of 
men ! — moft eftccmed of friends ! — Ac- 
cept the gratitude of a tear, and think of 

CONSTANTIA. 
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LETTER XrX. 

To Theodosius. 
From an unknown Hand. 

THE writer of this letter is not a ftran- 
ger to the mutual regard of Theo- 
dosius and Const anti a. — Fromfurc au- 
thority he knows, that the hand of that la- 
dy is, by the appointment of her father, in 
which, it. feeras, ihe has acquiefced, within 
two days to be given to another. Theo- 
dosius will make what ufe he thinks pro- 
per of this information, and conclude that 
he receives it from 



A Fribnd. 
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LET T E R XX*. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

THE thought of my Constantia, 
which has for fome time been my 
only happinefs, is now become a greater 
torment to me than I am able to bear.— 
Muft I then live to fee you another's ?— • 
Death is in the thought ; and, indeed, life 
itfelfis.now become a burthen to me. — 
May you long be happy in the world, but 
forget that there was ever fuch a man in it 
as 

Theodosius. 



^ This letter, which, with fome little variationi , ii 
recorded hj the Spectator, No. 164, concludes the 
Correfpondence of Thbodosius andCoNSTANTiA, 
from their firft acquabtance to the departure of 
Theodosius. 



The END. 
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